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PREFACE. 



In whatever points of yiew we look at the qoettion of 
AmeriQan SlaTerj, it assumes an aspect of the greatest 
importance. If it merely affected the temporal interests 
of the enslayed, or the present peace and safety of the 
enslayers, it would present claims upon the attention of 
this entire nation, which no well informed politician, no 
true patriot, could ^nd it possible to pass by without the 
most serious and candid examination. 

But this momentous question reaches beyond the graye ; 
it involyes consequences as real as the unending displea- 
sure of the offended Deity, or the bliss of everlasting 
life. How, then, can the faithful Watchman upon the 
walls of Zion, deny to this subject that consideration 
which its awful importance demands? How can it 
be consistent ibr professing Christians to seek for a 
knowledge of the condition of the heathen, in foreign 
lands, when they may know, and should know, that a 
nation of heathen, without the Bible, and, generally, with- 
out the means of grace, are here — in their very midst ? 

The design of this book is to give a succinct view of 
the question of American Slavery, with which it con* 
cerns every man, woman, and child, in this Christian 
Republic, to be familiarly acquainted. In selecting such 
facta as it was deemed proper to present on this subjeott 
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the author foon^ it neeetsaiy to ahridge a lar|^ man of 
matter, which he had originally prepared for this work. 

Hence, the reader will find here, that number of facts 
onljp which is barely safficiedt to give a connected view 
of the question under notice, and by no means all that 
might be presented upon it 

The author hopes this little book may not prove an 
imacoeptable vade mecumt to all the friends of the Anti- 
Slavery cause, and especially to Aiiti-Slavery Agents, 
and others who may wish to plead the cause of God's 
■ufieringpoor. 

" Facts are stubborn things.'' Those here ofiered for 
the notice of the reader, will speak for themselves. If 
the arguments in the following pages are deemed incon 
elusive, it remains for our opponents to coofhte them. 

New.Yerk, March 37, 1837. 
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CHAPTER I. 

AMERICAN SLAVERY. 

By American Slavery is meant the condition (^ 
tboee Americans who are claimed, held and treated, 
in these United States, as properQr. 

A slave is oae who is in the power of a master to 
whom he helongs. The master may sell him. Mtpote of 
kU person, his induttry, and kis labor ; he can do nothing^ 
possess nothing f nor acquire any thing, but whai must be- 
long to his master. — Louisiana Code, 

The same code, speaking of the legal nature of 
slave property, says : — 

Slaves, thoueh movable by their nature, are consider- 
ed immovable by the operation of law. 

'^Goods they are," says the civil code, '^and 
goods they shall be esteemed."— Tay2br'# EkmaUSf 
f.4S9. 

Slaves shall be deemed, sold, taken, and reputed to be 
chattels personal in the hands of their owners and pos- 
sessors, their executors, administrators, and assigns, to 
all intents, constructions, and purposes whatsoever.— 
iMws of South Carolina, Stroud, p, 2a^3. 
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This dominion of the master is as nnlinaited as that 
which is tolerated by the laws of any civilized commu- 
nity in relation to brute animals— to ' quadrupeds/ to 
use the words of the civil law. — Stroud^p, 24. 

Incase thepersonaiproperty of a ward ihall consist 
of specific articles, such as slaves^ working beasts, ani- 
mals of any kind, stock, furniture, plate, books, and so forth, 
the Court, if it shall deem it advantageous for the ward, 
may, at any time, pass an order for the sale thereof. — 
Laws of Maryland, 1798. 

Slaves shall always be reputed and considered real 
estate; shall be, as such, subject to be mortg^aged, ac- 
cording CO the rules prescribed by law, and they shall be 
seized and sold as real estate. — Laws of Louisiana, 1806. 

Hence it appears, that the distinguishing princi- 
ple of American Slavery is this : daves are not to 
be ranked among rational beings, but they are to die 
CLAIMED, HELD, and TREATED OS tilings, CLS articles of 
property, " to all intents, constructions, and purposes 
whatsoever,** 

Consequently it does not allow to the slave the 
riehts of his own resison and conscience. 

It annihilates the family state : prevents the pa- 
rents from obeying the command of Grod with regard 
to their children ; it prohibits, or nullifies, the mar- 
riage rites, and prevents husbands and wives from 
obeying the commands of God with regard to each 
other. 

It enjoins, or sanctions, promiscuous intercourse 
between the sexes> without the rites of marriage. 

It holds all the religious privileges of the slave 
at the mere mercy of his master, whether that 
master be infidel, papist, or protestant. 

It prevents the slave from obeying that command 
of God, which makes it the duty of all men to 
"search the Scriptures.'^ 

Its direct tendency is to crush the minds of God's 
intelligent creatures, b^ forbidding^and preventing 
all schools for ** mental instruction/' 
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It withholds the hire of the laborer. 

It sanctions and covers the breach of the 8th 
commandment. It jiLstifies the very same thing 
which our laws and the laws of nations punish as 
piracy, if committed on the coast of Africa, or on 
the high seas. It ori^rinates and justifies what the 
Bible calls ** roanstealmg." 

It denies to the slave that protection for his char- 
acter, his health and life, which is enjoyed by the 
white man. 

Here it must be observed, that what we have 
stated above, forms no part of- what is generally 
called the ** evils of slavery," or, in other words, 
the *< abuses of the system ;" but the above facts 
make up the very system itself, the very thing which 
we say is a sin against God. 



CHAPTBE II. 

WHO MAY BE HELD AS SLAVES. 

A law of South Carolina reads as follows :— - 

All negroes, I'ndia'ns, (free lodians in amity with this 
government^ and negroes, mulattoes, and mestizos, who 
are naio free, excepted,) mnlattoes, or mestizos, who are 
now or shall hereafter be in this province, and all their 
issue and offspring born, or to be bom, ehall be, and they 
are hereby declared to be and remain forever hereafter, 
absohUe ilaveSf and shall follow the undition of the mo- 
ther. Act of 1740, 2 Brevard's DigeU, 229. 

^ Similar laws are now in force in Greorgia, Missis- 
sippi, Virginia, and Louisiana. In Virginia the en- 
slavement of Indians was authorized by statute firom 
1679 to 1691. Those whose maternal ancestors 
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* 

have been reduced to slavery since the latter pe- 
riod, have been decided by the highest courts in 
that state to be free. So late as 17^, it was decid- 
ed by the Supreme Court of New- Jersey, Chief Jus- 
tice kinsey, that Indians might be held as slaves. 

They(Iiidians) have been so long recognized as slaves, 
in our law, that it would be as great a violation of the 
rights of property to establish a contrary doctrine at the 
present day, as it would in the case of the Africans ; 
and as useless to investigate the manner in which they 
ORIGINALLY lost their freedom. The State vs. Waggoner ^ 
1 BflisUad's Reports, 374 to 376. 

Persons emancipated, but not in the prescribed 
form of law, are liable to be re-enslaved, thus in 
South Carolina. 

In case any slave shall be emancipated or set free, 
otherwise than according to the act (or 1800) regulating 
emancipation, it shall b^^ lawful for amy person whosoever 
to seize and convert to his or her own use^ and to keep as 
his or her property the said slave so illegally emancipated 
or set free. 2 Brevard^s Digest^ 256. 

And in Virginia, " If anjr emancipated slave (infants 
excepted) shall remain within the state more than twelve 
months after his or her right to freedom shall have ac- 
crued, he or she shall forfeit all such right, and may be 
apprehended and sold by the overseers of the poor, &c., 
■ for the benefit of this LrrsiuRY fund ! ! 1 Bev, Code, 436. 

Hence it will be perceived, that slavery has no 
limits. It lays its bloody hands not only on native 
Americans of African descent,. and their children, 
forever, but on Indians. ** Nor is it confined to co-. 
lor," says Mr. Paxton of Virginia. "The best 
blood in Virginia flows in the veins of the slaves." 
Many who are now held in slavery, in this nation, 
are as white as the masters by whom they are op- 
pressed. 
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CHAPTER III. 

NUMBER OP AMERICANS ENSLAVED. 

The increase of the slave population in these 
United States* for the fifty years ending in 1830^ 
has been as follows : 



Census of 


Slaves, 


Total poptdoHon. 


1790 


697,697, 


3,929,827. 


1800 


896,849, 


5,305,925. 


1810 


1,191,364, 


7,289.314v 


1820 


1,538,064, 


9,638,181. 


1830 


2,010,436, 


12,856,407. 



Hence, it appears, that, according to the ratio of 
increase between 1820, and 1830, there must have 
been in 1835, not less than 2,245,144 slaves in these 
United States. 

The following table will show the increase of the 
Whites and Blacks, on this ratio, in Delaware, Ma* 
r^land, District of Columbia, Virginia, North Caro- 
Ima, South Carolina, Greorgia, Alabama, Mississippi, 



id Florida. 
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Whites. 


Blacks. 


1820 


2,831,789, 


1,653,727. 


1830 


3,660,548, 


2,187,545. 


1840 


4,731.870, 


2,893,700. 


1850 


6,116,720, 


8,827,800. 


1860 


7,906,880, 


5,063,400. 


1870 


10,220,900, 


6,697,850. 


1880 


13,213,000, 


8,859,950. 


1890 


17,079,000, 


11,720,000. 


1900 


22,077,600, 


15,503,000. 



12 ctvn. comnTKnr or the inslavbd* 

Tke ratio of increase of the Whites is 29,o per 
cent ; and of the Blacks 32 ii per cent. That the 
blacks should increase faster than the whites, is 
easily accounted for, from the fact, that the former 
class are increased by the latter, but the blacks 
cannot increase the whites. 

If we set down the number of slaves now in the 
United States, at, say, 2,500,000; and add to these, 
in Brazil, ' 2,000,000 ; in the Spanish possessions, 
800,000 ; in the French, 900,000 ; in the possessions 
of Portugal, Denmark, Holland, &c., 200,000. We 
have berore us the appalling number of more than 
TSYE MILLIONS of human bemgs prostrate beneath 
the hoof of a relentless tjrrann j, for no other crime 
than the color of their slonsl 



CHAPTER IV. 

CIVIL CONDITION OF THE ENSLAVED. 

ColDr a Ijegal CSyidenee of Slavery* 

A white mao may enslave any colored one, and, 
as between himself and the slave, the law does not 
require him to establish his claim ; the slave is 
compelled to remain so, if he cannot prove hisfree^ 
dom. The South Carolina Act of 1740, permits 
persons held as slaves and claiming to be free, to 
petition the judges of the Court of Common Pleas, 
who if they see cause may allow a guardian 
to bring an action for freedom against the master. 
The sequel of this law shows how poor is the en- 
couragement for both the suitor and his guardian. 

And if jndsment shall be ^ven for the plaintiff, aq[>ecial 
entry shall be made, declaring that the ward of the plain* 
tiff is free, and the jury shaU assess damages which the 
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piftiiiti/r's warcl hath sustained, and the court shall give 
judgment and award ezecation against the defendant for 
such damages, with fall cost of sait^ btU vn case judg- 
meni shall be given far the defendaiUf the said cet^rt %& 
hereby fuUy empowered to inflict such corporal punuh*- 
IKNT, NOT EXTKNDiNO TO LIFE OR LIMB, on the vard ofthe 
plaintiff , cbs they in their diseretion shaU think fit. Pro* 
yided, that in any action or snir to be brought in parsn- 
ance of the direction of this act, the bdrden of the 
PROOF shaiZ lay upon the plaintiff j and it shaU be always- 
presuTned that every negroj Indian, mviaUo, and mestizo', 
is a atUme, wniUss the contrary be made to appear, (the In- 
dians in amity with this goyernment excepted, in which 
case, the burden of the proof shall be on the defendant.) 
2 Brevard? s Di'gest, 229, 30; 

Ytrginia shews her hostility to the claim for 
freedom bj the following provision of her Revised 
Code : 

For aiding and abetting a slave in a trial for freedom, 
if the claimant shall fail in his suit, a fine of one hnn' 
dred dollars is imposed. — 1 Rev, Code, 482. 

The only known exception to this principle of 
throwing the Hurien of proof rx^n the person claimed 
88 a slavcris in North Carolina, where persons of 
mixed blood, by a decision of ^e court, are pre* 
sumed to be free. 

By this cruel presumption, free persons are con* 
stantly taken up on suspicion of being nmawaysr 
and after being in prison for some months, are sold 
to pay their jail fees. 

Mental Instruction proliibfted* 

Sooth Carolina may lay claim to the earliest 
movement in legislation on this subject. In 1740*, 
while yet a provmce, she enacted this law : 

Whereas the havine of slaves tanght to write, or suf- 
fering them to be emj^yed in writing, may be attended 
with gr«al inconveniences, Be it enacted^ That all aad 
1^ 
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every person and persons whatsoever, who shall here- 
after teach or cause any slave or slaves to be taught to 
write, or shall use or employ any ^lave as a scribe in any 
manner of writing whatsoever hereafter taught to write, 
every such person or persons shall, for every such 
offence, forfeit the sum of one hundred pounds current 
money, d Brevard's Digest^ 243. 

Similar in Georgia, by act of 1770, except as to the 
penalty, which is twenty pounds sterling. Prince's 
Digestf 455. 

In the same state the following additional re- 
straints were enacted in 1800 : 

That assemblies of slaves, free negroes, mulattoes and 
mestizoes, whether composed of all or any of such de- 
scription of persons, or of all or any of the same and of 
a proportion of white persons, met togethet for the pui*- 
pose of mental instruction in a confined or i^ecret place, 
&c. &c., is (are) declared' to be an unlawful meeting, 
and magistrates, &:c. &g., are hereby required, &c. to 
enter into such confined places, &c. &c., to break doors, 
&c. if resisted, and to disperse such slaves, free negroes, 
d.c. ^., and the officers dispersing such unlawfVil as- 
semblies, may inflict such corporal punishmefUj not exceed' 
vng twenty lashes, upon such slaves^ free negroes^ <^c. as 
they may judge necessary j for dsterring thsm fkom the 
LIKE UNLAWFUL assemblaOe IN FUTURE. Brevard's Di- 
gest, 254. 

And another section of the same act declares 

That it shall not be lawful for any number of free ne* 
groes, mulattoes or mestizoes, even of slaves in compuiy 
with white persons, to meet together for the purpose of 
7nenlatinstructi0nf either before the rising of the sun or 
after the going down of the same. ^2 Brevard's Digest, 
fi54-5. 

Virginia passed the following in 1819: 

That all meetings or assemblages of slaves or free ne- 
groes or mulattoes mixing and associating with such 
Saves at any meeting house, or houses, or any other 
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place, &c. in the ni^kt, or at amy school or schooh for " 
teaching l^em reading or toriting either in the day or 
nighty under whatsoever pretext, shall be deemed and 
considered an wrUawful assembly ; and any justice of a 
county, &c. wherein such assemblage shall be, either 
from his own knowledge or the information of others, 
of such unlawful assemblage, &c. may issue his warrant 
directed to any sworn officer or officers, authorizing him 
or thom to enter the house or houses where such unlaw- 
ful assemblages, &c. may be, for the purpose of appre- 
hending or dispersing such slaves, and to inflict corpo* 
nUpwmhment on the offender or ofendersy at the descretion 
of any justice of the peace, not exceeding twenty lashes» — 
1 Rev. Code, 424-5. . 

Similar laws exist in most of the slave states, and 
in all, menial instruction is practically discouraged. 

Prohibition of Religious Worship. 

Many extracts from the laws of the Southern 
States might be given under this head. The fol- 
lowing is but a specimen ; it is from the South Ca- 
rolina Act of 1800 : 

It shall not be lawful for any number of slaves, free 
negroes, mulattoes or mestizoes, ep^Tt in compan/y wi(h 
white persons, to meet together and assemble lor the 

Eurpose of mental instruction or religions worship , either 
efore the rising of the sun or after the going down of 
the same. And all magistrates, sheriffs, militia officers, 
&c. &c. are hereby vested with power, &c. for dispers- 
ing such assemblies, &c. 2 Brevard*s Digest^ 254-5. 

Prohibitloii of Self-defence. 

If any slave shall preswme to strike any white person, 
such slave, upon trial and conviction before the justice 
or justices, according to the directions of this act, shall 
for the first offence, suffer such punishment as the said 
justice or justices shall, in his or their discretion think 
fit, not extending to life or limb \ and for the second oU 
ience, suffer death. 
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The law is similar in Sooth Carolina ; in holli 
«tates the slave is not punished, however, when he 
•strikes, ** by the command, and in the defence of the 
personor property of the owner, &c." . 

trnqnalUied submission to fhe wUl of tfie Whites 

required tf the Slaves* 

TheCknle of Louisiana .gca^ely lays down the fol- 
lowing principle : 

Free people of color <mght aever to insalt or strike 
white people, nor presame to conceive themsdves equal 
to the whites ; but on the contrary, they ou^t to yUU 
io them 0n every occasion^ and never speak or answer 
them, but with respect, under the penalty of imprison- 
ment, according to the «atttfe of the offence. 1 Martif^s 
Digest, 640-42. 

The following are specimensof Ite laws by whidi 
ihe whole white community have made themselves 
tyrants over the slaves: 

If any slave shall keMtpen to be slain for reftismg to 
surrender him or herself, contrary to law, or in nniaw- 
fnl resisting any officer or other person, who shall appre- 
hend or endeavor to apprehend, such slave or slaves, &c., 
such officer ox other person so. killing swh slave as aforo- 
isaidf making resistance, shall be, and he is b^ this act, 
indemnified ttom any prosecution for such killing afore- 
said, &c. Muryland Laws, act of 1751, ^hap. xiv. 5 9* 

And by the negro act of 1740, of £buth Carolina, 
It is declared : 

If any slave, who shall he out of the house of planta- 
tion where sueh slave shall live, or shall he usually em- 
ployed, or without some white person in company with 
such slave, shall rejuse to imimU to undergo toe exami- 
nation of anf white person, it shall be lawful for such 
white person to pursue, apprehend and moderately cor- 
rect such slave ^ and if such slave shall assault and 
strike such white person, such slave may be Jmofitlij^ 
kmedU 2 Brevard^s I>igest,Sai. 
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Power of the SlaTeholder* 

Whereas, by another act of the assembly,^ passed in 
the year 1774, the killing of a slave, however wantoo, 
cruel and deliberate, is only punishable in the first in- 
stance by imprisonment and paying the value thereof to 
the owner, which distinction of criminaW/y between the 
mv/rder- of a tphiie person and one who is equaUy a hvanan 
creature, but merely of a different complexion^ is disgrace- 
ful TO HUMANITY, AND DEGRADING IN THE HIGHEST DEGREE 
TO THE LAWS AND PRINCIPLES OF A FREE, CHRISTIAN AND 

ENUGHTBNED COUNTRY, Be it enacted, &c. That if any 
person shall hereafter be guilty of wilfully and mali- 
ciously killing a slave, such offender shall, upon the first 
conviction thereof, be adjudged guilt jr of murder, and 
shall sufier the same punishment as if he had killed a 
free man ; Provided ahcays, this act shall not extend to 
the person kiUing. a slave outlawed by virtue of any act of 
assembly of this statty or to any slave %n the act ofresistarice 
to his lawful ovmer or master ^ or to anv slave dying un- 
der moderate correction. Haywood^ s MaimalfS30^,a7hdl 
see Laws of Tennessee j act of Oct, 23, 1799, tvith a like 
proviso. 

Any person who shall maliciously dismember er de- 
prive a slave of life, shall suffer such punishment as 
would be inflicted in case the like offence had been com- 
mitted on a free white person, and on the like proof, e:£- 
cept in case of insurrection of such slave, and unless 

SUCH DEATH SHOULD HAPPEN BY ACCIDENT IN GIVING SUCH 

SLAVE MODERATE CORRECTION. Coi^stitutiou cf Georgia, 
Art, 4, S 12. Prince*s Digestfb59. 



Judge Stroud remarks : — 

That a proclamation of outlawry againt a slave is au- 
thorized, whenever he runs away from his master, con- 
ceals himself in some obscure retreat, and to sustain life, 
kills a hogf or some animal of the cattle kind ! t See Hay^ 
wood*s Mawualf 521 ; act 0/1741, ch, 24, § 45* 

In South Carolina by the Act of 1740 the " wil- 
ful murder'' of a slave was punished by a fine of 

2* 
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^ seven hundred pounds, current money," and ina. 
bility to hold office, but another description of mur- 
der, more liJ&ely to occur, was punished as fol- 
lows : — 

If any person shall, on a sodden heat or passion, or by 
tmdue corrwlwnj kill his own slave, or the slave of any 
other person, be shall forfeit the snm of three hundred 
'OndJlftfpowndSf current money. Brevard^s Digest^ 241. 

By an act of 1821, the former provision was abo- 
lished* but the latter was continued, diminishing the 
price to five hundred dollars, and authorizing a« 
imprisonment of six months. Jamez' Digest^ 9§2. 

It is the imperative duty of the judges to recognize the 
fall domifiton qfihe owner over the tlave^ except "where the 
exercise of it is forbidden by statate.~/tid^e iRuffin, JVl 
€!aroUna. 

In case any person shall wilfully cut out the tongue, 
put out the eye, castrate, or cruelly scald, bnrn« or deprive 
any slave oi any limh, or member, or shall inflict an§ 
'Other cruel punishmenL other than by whipping or beating 
with a A0r50tt^i;7,cowskiB, switch or small stick,or by^m^ 
ting irons oa^ or<cof^nirkg or im^prisonkikg such dave^ every 
such person shall, for every such offence, forfeit the sum 
of one hundred pounds, current money. 2 Brevard*s M- 
igest, 241. 

Louisiana imposes a heavier penalty for taking^ 
<ff trons than she does for the *^truApwM^vmenU%^ 
specified above, as appears from this: 

If any person or persons, &c. shall cut or break any 
iron chain or collar, which any master of slaves should 
have used in order to prevent the running away or escape 
of any such slave or slaves, such person or persons so of- 
fending shall, on conviction, &c. oe fined not less than 
two hundred dollars, nor exceeding one thousand dollars^ 
and sufier imprisonment for a term not exceeding two 
years, nor less than six months. Adt of AuewJbhf ofMa/pck 
% 1819— iMtnyiAZe^, p9ge 64. 



Now, in the same statOt the law before quoted, 
from South Carolina is in force, and the penalty i^ 
a fine of not more than five hundred doUarSf nor lee^^ 
tka/n two hundred ! 

In Missourir the master is assisted in punishing as- 
lUlows: — 

H any slave resist his or her nwister, mistress, overseer 
or employer, or refuse toobey his or her lawAil commands, 
it shall be lawful for sncn master, &c. to commit' such 
^ave to the common gaol of the countv, there to remain 
at 'Hke^iUeawre of the master, &c ^ and tne sheriff shall re- 
ceive such slave, and keep him, &c. in confinement, at 
the expense of the person committing him or her. B 
MssouH LawSf 309. 

Delegated power of the Master, 

Aecordmg to the univeraa) praetice of the slave* 
statesr the master may delegate hia tremendous 
power toany other person whom he pleases. Eou^ 
isiana has tiie Ibllowing express law : 

The condition of a slave being merely a passive one, his 
sobordination to his master, and to all who repreeent him, 
18 not susceptible of any modification or restriction, (ex- 
cept in what can incite the slave to the commission oT 
cniBe,>insueh manner, that he owes to .his master and 
to all his famify a respuect without bounds and an abso* 
lute obedience, and he is consequently to execute all the 
orders which he receives Arom nim,hi8 said master, or 
Uromthem. tMarUv^s IHgestf6l6». 

Right of Marriage* 

The following is, unquestlonablyr fow and fact 
throughout the slave slates : 

JBt slave has never maintained an action against the 
Tiolator of his bed. A slave is not admonished for in- 
eontiDence, or punished for fornication or adultery j ne- 
ya fceeecuted i6]p bigamy, or petty tseasoa tat kilUng a 
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hnsband being a slave, any more than admitted to an ap- 
peal for murder. Opinion of Daniel DtUany, Esq. 'AUor< 
ney General ofMa/ryland^ 1 Maryland Reports^ 561, 563. 

Right of Property. 

It shall not be lawful for any slave to buy, soil, trade, 
&c. for any goods, &rc. without a license from the owner, 
&c. nor shall any slave be permitted to keep any boat, 
periauger or cahoe, or raise and breed, for the benefit o; 
such slave, any horses, mares, <:att]e, sheep or hogs, un- 
der pain of fofeiting all the goods, &c. and all the boats, 
periaugers, or canoes, horses, mares, cattle, sheep, oi 
hogs. And it shall be lawful for any person whatsoever, 
to seize and take away from any slave, all such goods! 
&c. boats, &c. &c. and to deliver the same into the hands 
of any justice of the peace, nearest to the place where the 
seizure shall be made, and such justice shall take the 
oath of the person making such seizure, concerning the 
manner thereof; and if the said justice shall be satisfied 
that such seizure has been made according to law, he 
shall pronounce and declare the goods so seized, to be 
forfeited, and order the same to be sold at public outcry, 
one half of the moneys arising from such sale to go to 
the state, and the other half to him or them that sue 
for the same. James'* Digest^ 385-6. Act of 1740. S. 
Car, 

In Georgia, to prevent the master from permitting 
the slave to hire himself for his own benefit, there 
is a penalty of thirty dollars " for every weekly of- 
fence, on the part of the master, unless the labor be 
done on his own premises." Princess Digest, 457. 
In Kentucky, Mississippi, Tennessee, Virginia, and 
Missouri, there are similar laws. 

As early as the year 1779, North Carolina inter- 
posed as follows : 

All horses, cattle, hogs or sheep, that one month after the 
passing of this act^ shall belong to any slave or he of an/y 
slaveys marka in this state, shall be seized and sold by the 
Cow/Uy Wardens, andby them applied, the one half to the 
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Mt fj wri qfihfi poor of the eoumiyy and the oiker kaiftoih^' 

In Mississippi, the master incurs, a fine of fifty 
dollars by permitting the slave to cultivate cotton^, 
for his own- use. J2ev. Cocfo, 879 ; ako fijfty dollars^ 
for permitting the slave to go at large and^trade a» 
a fipeeman. xUi^ CodCf 2tT4t. 

The civil code of Louisiana lays down the fol*. 
iowkig prMidples :. 

All that a slave potsessts belongs to Ai^ VMMter— he p<Mh 
sesses nothing of his own, except his pecaliam, that is to 
say, the sum of money or movacle estate, which J>U mas^ 
Ur chooses he should possess. Art, 175, and see I Nk/riiiCt. 
Digest, 616. 

Slaves are incapable of inheriting or transmitting pro- 
perty. CivU Code, Art. 945. 

ddored PenNmscannot be Witnesses against a l¥liite- 

Criminal 

r In Virginia,, and some others of the slave states». 
and in one of theyres, there i»> the following law : 

Any negro or mnlatto,. bond or free,, shall be a good 
witness in pleas of the commonwealth for or against 
negroes or mulattoes, bond or free, or in civil pleas 
WMre free negroes or mnlattoes shall alone be parties, 
Mnd i»na other cases whatever, 1 R, F. C, 4SSk similar 
in Missouri, 2 Missowri Laws, 600. In Mi3sis8ippi, Ms^ 
sissippi Rev, Otde, 372. * In Kentucki^ 2 Litk 4» Swi* 
1150. Id Alabama, TotUmin^s Digest, &tt. In Maryland^. 
Marylimd Laws, act of 1717, ch, 13, § 2, & 3, tmd an act" 
of 1751', ch. 14, § 4. In North OaroUnfi and Tennessee, 
act of 1777, ch, 2, § 42. And in Obio> act of Assembly, 
of January 25, 160X 

Bestralnti-vpon BnaiMslfatton*. 

lb South Carolina, Georgia, and Alabama, eman- 
cipation can take place only by special act of the- 
legislature. In North Carolum iK>vn^pr».of mulatto* 
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■lave can be set free ''except for meritorious ser- 
vices to be adjudged of and allowed by the County 
Court*" In Tennessee the court is authorized. to 
emancipate upon petition, if the measures set forth 
in the petition, are in the opinion of the court, '* con- 
sistent with the interest and policy of the state.'' 
In Mississippi the legislature only can emancipate, 
b^ special act, and that only upon proof of merito- 
nous services, &c. In Kentucky, Missouri, Virginia* 
and Maryland, emancipation may be effected by 
deeds registered in court, saving the '' rights of cre- 
ditors," and giving bonds for maintenance if re- 
quired by the court. In Virginia, however, if the 
emancipated be over twenty-one, he must leave the 
state before the expiration of twelve months, or be 
reduced into slavery. In Louisiana emancipation is 
regulated as follows : 

The master who wishes to emancipate his slave, is 
bound to make a declaration of his intention to the judge 
of the parish where he resides ; the juds^e must order 
notice of it to be published during forty dajs by adver- 
t^ment posted at the door of the court house, and if at 
the expiration of this delay, no opposition be made, he 
shall authorize the master to pass the act of emancipa- 
tion. Art, 187. The general powers thus conferred, 
are subject nevertheless, to these limitations : "No one 
can emancipate his slave unless the slave has attained 
the age of tnirty years, and has behaved well at least for 
four years previous to his emancipation; Art, 185, 
except ** a siUive who has saved the life of his master, his 
7naster''s toife, or one of his children,* for such a one •* ma^ 
be emanci/pated at an/y age** Art, 186. 

Slaves emancipated otherwise than by these for- 
malities are liable to be reduced to slaver}r, and in 
probably, all the states except North Carolina thejr 
are liable to be sold for the debts of their emanci- 
pators contracted before their emancipation. The 
State of Georgia has the following barbarous enact- 
ment : 
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If any person or persons shall, after the passing of 
this act (1801,) set free any slave or slaves, in any other 
manner and fornir than the one prescribed herein, (i. e. by 
special legislative act,) he shall forfeit for every such of" 
fence two hundred doUars, to be recovered by action of debt, 
or indUtnUnt, the one half to be applied to the use of the 
countf in which the offence may nave been committed, 
the other half to the use of the informer, and the said 
slave or slaves so manumitted and set free, shaU be sM to 
aU intents and purposes as much in a state of slavery as brfort 
^they^pere manwnitted and set freehy the party or parties so 
offending. Prince's Digist, 457. 

In 1818 this unrighteous edict was fortified by the 
following : 

All and every will and testament, deed, whether by 
way of trust or other witte, contract, agreement or stipu- 
lation, or other instrument in writing, or by parole, 
made and executed for the purpose of effecting 
or endeavoring to effect the 'manumission of any 
slave or slaves, either directly by conferring or attempt- 
ing to confer freedom on such slave or slaves, or indi- 
rectly or virtually, by allowing and securing or attempt- 
ing to allow and secure to such slave or slaves the right 
or privilege of working for his, her or themselves, free 
from the control of the master or owner of such slave or. 
slaves, or of enjoying the profits of his, her or their la- 
bor or skill, shall be and the same are heieby declared 
to be utterly null and void ; and the person or persons so 
making, &c. any such deed, &c. &c., and all and every 
person or persons concerned in giving or attempting to 
give effect thereto, whether bv accepting the trust cre- 
ated or attempted to be created, or in any way or man- 
ner whatsoever, shall be severally liable to a penalty not 
exceeding <me thousand dollars , to be recoverea, &c. &c., 
and each and every slave or slaves in whose behalf such 
will or testament, &c. &c., shall have been made, shall 
be liable to be arrested by warrfint under the hand and 
seal of any magistrate of this state, and being thereof 
convicted^ &c. and shall be liable to be sold as a ^ave or 
slaves, by public ontcry, and the proceeds of such sale» 
shaU be appropriated, &c. &c. Ffince's Digest^ 466. 
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From the foregoing and similar laws it appears: 

1. The master may determine the kind, and de- 
:greej and timeofialior, to which the slave shall be 
^ulyected. 

2. The master tnay supply the slave with such 
-food and clothing only, both asto<]uantity and qua^ 
ity, as henoi^y think proper, or£nd convenient. 

3. The master >may, -at his discretion, indict airf 
jpunishment upon the person c^his slave. 

4. Slaves have no legal right to any property da 
things real or personal; but whatever they may 
acquire, bdongs in point of law to their masters. 

6. The slave, being a personal chattel, is at aH 
times liable to be sold absolutely, or mortgaged,<or 
•leased, at the will of his master. 

6. He may also be sold by process of law, for 
the satisfaction of the debts (» a living, or the debts 
and bequests of a deceased master, >at the suit of 
•creditors or legatees. 

7. A slave cannot be a party before a judidid 
tribunal, in anv species of action, against his mas. 
ter, no matter how atrocious may have been the in. 
Jury received from him. 

8. Slaves cannot redeem themselves, nor obtain 
41 change of masters, though cruel treatment may 
liave rendered such change necessary for their per- 
sonal safety. 

0. Slavesoanmake no contracts. 

10. Slavery is hereditary and perpetual. 

11. A slave cannot be a witness against awhHe 
fperson, either in a civil or <criminal -cause. 

12. He cannot be a party in a civil suit. 

18. The benefits of education are withheld from 
the slaves. 

14. The means of moral and religious instruction 
are not granted to the slave ; on the contrary, the 
^efforts of the humane and charitable to supply these 
twanth 9ae discottnleBapoed by law. 
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15. Submission is required of the slave, not to 
the will of his master only, but to that of all other 
white persons. 

16. The penal codes of the slaveholding states 
bear much more severely upon slaves than upon 
white persons. 

17. Slaves are prosecuted and tried upon crimi- 
nal accusations, m a manner inconsistent with the 
rights of humanity. — StrotuTs Slave Law8. 



CHAPTER V. 

MORAL CONDITION OP THE ENSLAVED. 

Testimony of the Synod of South Carolinm and 

<»eorsia« 

The following **fact^^ are stated in a ** Report of 
the Synod of South Carolina and Qeor^ia^ to whom 
was referred the subject of the Rdigtous Instruct 
tion of the colored population, at its late session, in 
Columbia, S. C. Published by orderof the Svnod," 
in the Charleston Observer in March 22, 18^ 

Before we attempt to set forth the d^ty [to evangelize 
these heathen] it will be proper to show, thai the negroes 
are destitiuU of the privileges of the goepd, and ever wUl b§^ 
finder the weaent etaU of things. 

From long continued and close observation, say the 
Synod by their committees, we believe that their (color- 
ed population's) moral and religious condition is sQch, 
* as that they may justly be considered the heathen of 
this Christian cowntry^ and wiU bear comparison ufA 
heathen in any cowrUry in the world. 

In the vast field extending from an entire state b^ond 
the Potomac to the Sabine river; and from the Atlantic 
to the Ohio, there are. to the best of our knowledge, not 
iweffoe men exclusively devoted to the relifl;ious instroe- 
tion of the negroes i * * • The number [* two mil* 
lions of souls, and more'] divided between them» would 
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We can furnish no accurate estimate of the propdr^ 
lion of negroes that attend divine worship on the sab- 
bath, taking the slave-holding states together. From an 
extensive observation, however, we venture to say, that 
not a twentieth part attejut ! Thousands and thousands 
hear not the sound of the gospel^ or ever enter a church from 
one year to another. 

We may now inquire if they enjoy the privileges of 
'the gospel, in private, in their own houses, and on their 
own plantations 1 Again we return a negative answer. 
They have no bibles to read at their own fire-sides — bo 
family altars — and when in affliction, sickness or death, 
they have no ministers to address to them the consola- 
tions of the gospel,n6r to bury them with solemn and ap- 
propriate services. Sometimes a kind master will per- 
form these oMces. If the master is pious, the house 
servants alone attend family worship, and frequently few 
or none of these. 

Here and there a master feels interested for the salva- 
tion of his servants, and is attempting something 
towards it, &c. We rejoice that there are such, and 
that the number is increasing. In general, we may how 
eyer remark, that it does not enter into the arrangement 
of plantations, to make provision for their religous iHr- 
struction; ana so far as masters are engaged in this 
work, an almost unbroken silence reigns over the vast field. 

We feel warranted, therefore, in the conclusion, thnt 
the negroes are destitute of the privileges of the gospel^ and 
must contirme to be so^ if nothing more is done for them^ 

Testimony of the Rev* C. C* Jones. 

The Rev. C. C. Jones, in a sermon preached be- 
fore two associations of Planters in Georgia^ in 
1881, says : 

Generally speaking, they (the slaves) appear to us 
to be without Uod and without hope in tne world, a na- 
tion OF HEATHENS iu our vcry midst. We cannot cry 
out against thePapist for withholding theScriptures from 
the common people, and keeping |tnem in ignorance of 
t^e way of lite, for we withhold the Bible from our ser- 
vants, and keep them in iiporance of it, while we will 
not use the means to have it read and explained to them. 
The cry of oar perishing servants comes itp to us from 
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the svLltry plains as they bend at their toil — it comes up 
from their humble cottages when they return at even- 
ing to rest their weary limbs^it comes up to us from the 
midst of their ignorance, and superstition, and adultery 
and lewdness. 

Testfinony of fhe Cliarleston Obserrer* 
A writer in a late number of this paper, says ; 

Let us establish missionaries among our negroes,who, 
in view of religious knowledge, are as debasingly igno- 
rant as any one on the coast of Africa ; for I hazard the 
assertion, that throughout the bounds of our synod, 
there are at least one hmdred thousand slaves^ speaking 
the same language as ourselves, who never heard of the 
plan of salvation by a Redeemer. 

Testimony of the Western liumlnarjr; 

A writer in the Western Luminary, a respecta- 
ble religious paper in Lexington} Kentucky, says t 

1 proclaim it abroad to the Christian world, that h^e^ 
thenism is as real in the slave States as it is in the South 
Sea Islands, and that our negroes are as jastly objects of 
attention to the American and other boards of foreign 
missions, as the Indians of the western wilds. What is 
it constitutes heathecism'^ Is it to be destitute of a 
knowledge of Gk)d— of his holy word — never to have 
heard scarcely a sentence of it read through life — to 
know little or nothing of the history, character, instruc- 
tion and mission of Jesus Christ — to be almost totally 
devoid of moral knowledge and feeling, of sentiments, 
of probity, truth, and chastity 1 If this constitutes 
heathenism, then are there thousands, millions of hea- 
thens, in OUT beloved land. There is one topic to which 
I will allude, which will serve to establish the heathen- 
ism of this population. I allude to the universal lieen:' 
Housness which prevails. It may be said emphatically 
that chastity is no virtue among them — that its violation 
neither injures female character in their own estimation, 
or tiiat of their master or mistress. No instruction is 
ever j^ven— -no censure pronounced. I speak not of the 

world ! I 8PEAK OF CmilSTIAN VAmUES GENERALLY. 
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TeBtimony of 9» A. Thome, of Kentucky, 

LicefUiausness, I shall not speak of the far South, 
whose sons are fast melting away under the wUfhukvng 
pro fligacy which prevails. I allude to the slare-holding 
West. It is well known that the slave lodgings (I refer 
now to village slaves) arc exposed to the entrance of 
strangers every hour of the night, and that the sleeping 
mpartmefUs of both sexefure common. 

It is also a fact, that there is no allowed intercourse 
between the families and servants after the work of the 
day is over. The family, assembled for the evening, cbp 
joy a conversation elevating and instructive. But the 
poor slaves are thrust out ; no ties of sacred home 
Uirown around them ; no moral instruction to compen- 
sate for the toils of the day; no intercourse as of man 
with man ; and should one of the younger members of 
the family, led by curiosity, steal out into the filthy 
kitchen, the child is speedily called back, thinking itself 
happv if it escape an angrjr rebuke. Why is this 7 The 
dread of moral contamination. Most excellent reason ; 
but it reveals a horrid picture. The doves, aU (ff fmm 
eU cominwnily 'ofjedmg yoiXh ihtxr nuuters, roaat over the viU 
lage atreeUy ehocking the ear with their vulgar jeattngBf mud 
vduptwnu aongs, or opening their kUchene to toe reception qf 
the neighboring hlaekSf they pass the ftening in gambling, 
dandngf drinking, and the moat obactne eonversation, kept up 
vnlU the night iafar apent — then crown the scene with inHa" 
criminate debaudkery. Where do these thinga ocewr 7 hi the 
kitchena of church numbers and elders. 

Testimony of the Rev. Jr. D. Paxton* 

Some slaves have, indeed, a marriage ceremony per- 
formed. It is, however, usually done by one of tneir 
own color, and, of course, is not a legal transaction. And 
if done by a person legally authorized to perform mar- 
riages, stui it would have no authority, because the law 
does not recognize marriage among the slaves, so as to 
clothe it with the rights and immunities which it wears 
among citizens. The owner of either party might, the 
next day or hour, break up the connexion in any wnj he 
pleasedL In fact, these connexions have bo protection, 
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and are so. often broken up by sales and transfers and re- 
movals, that they are by tne slaves often called * taking 
up together.' The sense of marriage fidelity must be 
greatly .weakened, if not wholly destroyed, by such a 
state of things. The effect is most disastrous. 

But there is another circumstance which deserves our 
notice. What effect is Ukeljr to be produced on the mo- 
rals of the whites, from having about them, and under 
their absolute authority, ifemale slaves who are deprived 
of the strongest motives to purity, and exposed to pecu- 
liar temptations to opposite conduct ! The condition of 
female slaves is sucn, ^hat promises and threatenings 
and management can hardly fail to conquer them. They 
arc entirenr dependent on their master. They have no 
way to maKe a shilling, to procure any article they need. 
Like all poor people they are fond of finery, and wish to 
imitate those who are above them. What, now, are 
presents and kind treatment, or the reverse, if they are 
not complying, likely to effect on such persons ! And 
the fact that their children, should they have any through 
such intercourse, may expect better treatment from 
so near relations, may have its influence. That the vice 
prevails to a most shameful extent, is proved from the 
rapid increase of mulattoes. Oh, how many have fallen 
before this temptation ; so many, that it has almost ceas- 
ed to be a shame to fall ! Ob, how many parents maj 
trace the impiety and licentiousness and shame of their 
prodigal sons, to the temptations found in the female 
slaves of their own or neignbors' households I Irregular 
habits are thus formed, which often last through life. 
And many a lovely and excellent woman, confiding in 
vows of affection and fidelity, trusting to her power over 
her devoted lover, has, after uniting her fate with his, 
and giving him all that woman has to give, found, when 
too late, how incorrigible are those habits of roving 
desire, formed in youth, and kep^ alive by the tempta- 
tions and facilities of the slave system. 

Testtanony of the Rev* John Rankin* 
The Reo, John Rankin has the followiDg„ among 
other statements, on this ** delicate subject -J* 

Again, iiayes, in consequence of the manner in which 
9^ 



9D MMUKL CBMSLACStSk OP BLATSHOLTfiBft* 

they are raistd, are generally prone to vicious indulge 
ence, and many of them are exceedingly profligate : 
their master's children often mingle with them, ana not 
onl^ witness their vicious practices, but also listen to 
their lascivious conver8ation,and thus from infancy they 
become familiar with almost every thing wicked and 
obscene. And this, in connexion with easy access, be- 
comes a strong temptation to lewdness. Hence it often 
happens, that the master's children practise the same 
vices which prevail among his slaves; and even the 
master himself is liable to be overwhelmed by the 
floods of temptation. And in some instances the father 
and his sons are involved in one common ruin ; nor do 
the daughters always escape this impetuous founraio of 
pollution. Were it necessary, I could refer you to seve- 
ral instances of slaves actually seducing the daughters 
of their masters! Such seductions sometimes happen 
even in the most respectable slaveholding families ! 

Testimony of S. A. Forral, ESsq. 

Negresses, when youn^ and likely, are often employed as 
wet nurses by the white people ; as also, by either the 
planter or his friends, to administer to their sensual de- 
sires. This frequently is a matter ot speculation ; for if 
the oflspring, a mulatto, be a handsome female, 800 or 
1000 dollars may may be obtained for her in the New 
Orleans market. It is an occurrence of no uncommcm 
nature, to see a Christian father sell his own daughter, 
and the brother his own sister^ by the same father. 
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BEARING OP SLAVERY UPON THE MORAL 
CHARACTER OP SLAVEHOLDERS. 

Testbmmy of Thovmt Jefl^nrson* 

The whole commerce between master and slave, is t 
ptrpetaal ezereise «f the aioflt boiatcxona pmioiiSi tli« 
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most unrerQittiiiff despotism on one part, and degrading 
sabmissions on tne otner. 'the parent storms, the chUd 
looks on, catches the lineaments of wrath, puts on the 
same airs in the circle of smaller slaves, gives a loose to 
his ward of passions ; and thus nnrscd, edacated, and 
daily exercised in ^ofmy^cannot bnt be stamped hj it 
with odious ]>ecnliarities. The man most be a prodigy 
who can retain his manners and morals nndepraved Dy 
snch circamstanc^ 

Testimony of Judge Tiidker* 

J\]ldgo Tucker, of Virginia, in a published letter to 
a member of the General Assembly of that com- 
monwealth, in 1801, bears the following testimony 
to the demoralizing tendency of slavery. 

I say nothing of the baneful effect of domestic slavery 
on oui moral character, and of its inconsistency with the 
truest principles of republicanism : I forbedr to enlarge 
on all these topics, equally copious and important, be- 
cause they have been repeatedly discussed by abler pens 
than mine, and because I know foii have been long sensiUe 
of their force, Page:21. 

If a female negro is childless, it is the fault of nature 
alone. Ibid: Page 12. 

Testimony of Mr* Johnioii. 

Mr. Johnson, in the Conventibn for revising the 
Constitution of Virginia, in 1829, said : 

Slavery has been the foundation of that impiety and 
dissipation, which has been so much disseminated amone 
bur countrymen. If it were totally abolished it woull 
do much good. — Debates in Virginia ConverUiant page 
463. 

Testimony of Mr. Bfoore* 

Mr. Moore, in the Legislature of Virginia in 1832; 
said: 

Permit me now, sir, to direct your attention to some of 
the evil consequences of slavery^ by wav of argument, ii| 
favor of your maturely deliberatmg on the whole 8id)jeet^ 



S2 . MORAL CHARACTER OF SLAVEHOLDERS. 

and adopting some efficient measures to remove the 
caase from which those evils spring. In the first place, 
I shall confine my remarks to such of those evils as afiect 
the white population exclasiveljr. And even in that 
point ef view, I think that slavery as it exists among ns^ 
may be regarded as the heaviest calamity which has 
ever befallen any portion of the human race. If we look 
back through the long course of time which has elapsed 
since the creation to the present moment, we shall 
scarcely be able to point out a people whose situatioii 
was not in m^ny r^ects preferable t* our own, and that 
of the other states in which negro-slavery exists. — Rich' 
mond Whig, 

Testimony of Mr. Summers* 

Said Mr. Summers, in the same great debate : 

A slave population, exercising the most pernicious in- 
flnence upon the manners, habits and character, of those 
among whom it exists. Lisping infancy learns the vo- 
cabularv of abusive epithets, and struts the embryo ty- 
rant of Its little domain. Tne consciousness of superior 
destiny takes possession of his mind at its earliest dawn-^ 
ing, and love of power and rule * grows with his growth 
and strengthens with his strength.' When in the sub- 
lime lessons of Christianity he is taught ' to do unto 
others as he would have others do unto him;' he never 
dreams that the degraded negro is within the pale of that 
holy canon. Unless enabled to rise above the operation 
of powerfVil causes, he enters the world with miserable 
notions of self-importance, and under the government of 
aa unbridled temper. — Jbid, 
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BIBLB ARGUMENTS, IN FAVOR OF AMERI- 
CAN SLAVERY, ANSWERED. 

Bxanqp e of the Jewi* 

1. The examples of the Jews, it is siid, tnaj be 
quoted in &Yor of American sLstvery. 

But if sot why not quote the same authority, to 
justify exterminating wars, and poligamjt why 
not quote the Jewish example to compel every man 
to marry his brother's widow, in case his brother 
dies without children! Why not quote the same 
authority to prove that every man has a right to kill 
the murderer of his nearest relative, without any ju- 
dicial process 1 Why not quote Jewish examples 
for putting a disobedient child to death ? 

Servants held as property. 

2. Servants among the Jews, it is supposed, are 
spdcen of as .property^ Ex. 21 : 21. For he is his 
money. The meaning is, the servant's labor wa6 
to the master for the time being, the same as mo- 
ney. Servants among the Hebrews were not claim- 
ed, held, and treated as property, as we shall else- 
where show. 

Christ did not oondeiiui Slavery* 

8. Again we are told, that Jesus Christ did not 
condemn slavery, by name. We answer, neither 
did he condemn offensive wars, gambling, lotteries^ 
rum-making, and theatres, by name. 

Servants mentioned In the Hew Tettunent not Slaves* 

4. It is supposed, by some^ that the words ren- 
dered tenant in the New Testament, signify, inva- 
riably, such as were daimed, held, ana treated as 
absolute property. 
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But this is by DO means, the fact! The word 
{fenerally rendered servant, in the New Testament, 
IS 6ovXos. According to Parkhurst, it comes from 
the Hebrew dol^ which signifies, toedk, powerless, 
foar, exhausted. Hence, the first signification giv- 
en to SovXos by the best Greek Lexicographers, is, 
one in a servUe state, a servant. This is the first de- 
finition afiixed to this word, by Parkhurst, Swing, 
Grove, and Greenfield, Editor of Bagster's Compre- 
hensive Bible, Donnegan says it means a slave, a 
servant. 

This word occurs in the New Testament, one 
hundred and twenty-one times. Itis applied toChrist, 
to Moses, and the Prophets, Phil. 2 : 7. Rev. 10 : 7. 
•—16 : 3. In twelve instances it is applied to the 
Apostles ; fourteen times it is applied to Christians'; 
and six times to sinners. Ana in about seventy 
places it is used to designate one in a state of secu^ 
Jar seroUude, a servant. 

That this word was not generally used by the 
Apostles to designate one who was claimed, held 
and treated as property, is farther evident from the 
following considerations. (1.) In the Greek Ian- 
guage this word corresponds with our word «6r- 
vant ; it does not necessarily sienif;^ one who was 
held and treated as property ; but it was used to 
designate one in a servile stcOe, most generally a 
sUne. 

(2.) In Athens, however, this word was not used 
to signif}r a sUne properly so called. See Robin- 
son's Antiq. of Greece, p. 30, and Potter's Gr. An. 
vol. 1. page 68, and the number of the Bib, Reposi- 
tory for Jan. 1835. , 

From these authorities we learn, that among 
the Athenians, slaves, or those who were the eruire 
property of another, were called, ouerai, but after 
(heir freedom woe granted them, they were named 
aovXoi, not being then, like the former, a part of tho 
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master's edtate, though they were held in a kmd of 
servitude, being required to render some rude ser- 
vice, such as was required of the nsroucai [resident 
strangers] to whom, in some respects, thej were in- 
ferior. 

Now when we consider that the Attic Gfreek is 
substantially the language in which the New Testa- 
ment w'as written, it seems quite probable, that its 
writers did hot, in usihg this word, depart from the 
sense above given. 

(S.) This word was used sometimes by St. Paul, 
to designate a kind of servitude which he himself ' 
(Condemned, 1 Cor. 7 : 21, 28, Philemon, 16. 

(4.) The other word, rendered servant in the 
New Testament is oiKsrrn, from oikos, a house ; a cfo- 
TMStiCf a eervantj a house servant or slave. This word 
occurs but four times in the New Testament. Ax^ts, 
10 : 7. Rom. 14 : 4. 1 Pet. 2 : 18, and Luke, 16 : 18. 

In the last passage hei^ given, the reader will see 
.at once, that it could not have be6n used to signify 
one who was the entire property of another* 

But, admitting that this worn is used in one place 
(1 Pet. ii. 18.) to sighify those servants who were 
held as slaves, it by no means follows from this fact, 
that the Apostle meant by using it, tb justify the 
claim of the slaveholder m that case. He directs 
those servants or slaves, how to suffer the injuries 
which might be inflicted upon them, but he does not 
direct the slaveholder how to inflict them. When 
he addresses masters, he commands them to render 
unto their servants that which is ^st and bqxtal, 
and which command is a direct tondemnation cf 
slavery. 

Were the masterft mentioned in the Xew Testament 

Slaveholders t 

5. But we are told again* that the words used by 
the Apostle, in speaking of mastersi necessarily im^ 
ply such as held staveB. 
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1. The word xvauts lord or nuuier, is used in the 
Bible as a title or authority or respect, but never to 
si^niify the owner of human bein^. Gen. xviii. 12 : 
1 Cor. viii. 5 : Acts xvi. 80. 

2. The classical meaning of Semrornst is a despotf 
a sovereign, a master of doves. But in the New 
Testament it does not mvari&bly bear this signifi- 
cation. 

It occurs in ten different passages; in six of 
them it is applied to Jesus Christ, or God. Luke iL 
20 : Acts iv, 24 : 2 Tim. ii. 21 : (compare verse 19, 
and Heb. iii. 6.) 2 Pet ii. 1 : Jude 4 : Rev. vi. 10. 

In four places it is used to signify earthly rulers 
or masters. 1 Tim. vi. 1, 2 : Titus ii. 9 : 1 Pet. ii. 

la 

This word is sometimes used to si^pufy the head 
or ruler of a fomily, as the reader will see by turn* 
ing to the following places : — Matt. x. 29, and xxiv. 
43: Mark xiv. 14 : Luke xiL 99 : xiii. 25: xxii. 11. 

Servants under the Yalke* 

But in 1 Tim. vi. 1, 2, it has been^ supposed to 
signify such as held servants as their ii^lute pro* 
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it as many servants as are under the yokot 
count their own masters' worthy of all honor, that 
Uie name of God and his doctrine be not bias* 
phemed. 

** And they that have believing masters, let them 
not despise them because they are brethren, but 
rather do them ^rvice, because they are faithful and 
tl^oved partakers of the benefit" 

That there are two kinds of servants spoken of 
in the verses above quoted, we think is evident from 
a number of considerations : — 

1. The peculiar phraseology of the passages de- 
termines this fact. Those servants who were 
daJflopd and tiealed as proptrty,or absolute slavey 
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are said to be ** under the yoke;" those who were 
not claimed and held in this state, had ** believing 
masters." 

^Let as many servants as are under the yoke^ 
count their own masters worthy of all honor, that the 
name of God and his doctrine be not blasphemed. 

** But they that have believing masters^ let them 
not despise them, because they are brethren; — but 
rather do them service, because they are faithful 
partakers of the benefit.^' 

That Scf in this second verse, is an adversative 
conjunction^ and should be rendered buty is well 
known, as this is not the word which is generally 
translated and, in the New Testament. This is a 
matter of fact, which no perscm at all acquainted 
with the original language of the New Testament 
will dispute. Hence we say^ that the manner of 
the apostle'd speaking here proves that two kinds of 
servants are meant ; first, he refers to such as were 
claimed and held by their heathen masters as their 
absolute property, and tells them what he wishes 
them to dok and the reason why they should do it; 
and then he speaks of another class» by saying — 
^ But those who have believing masters,'' and who, 
consequently were not cliaimed, held, and treated 
as property, and who are thus put in opposition to 
«ich as were "under the yoke." 

2. Look at the different motives by which tl^ese 
two classes of servants are exhorted to perform 
x^rtain duties. Those «• under the yoke" are ex- 
horted to obedience, upon the consideration that 
their disobedience would bring a dishonor upon re- 
ligion. Not so whh those who had <* believing mas- 
ters;" these were exhorted not to forsake their 
masters, because they were brethren, and which ex- 
hortation is plainly mtaed upon the supposition, that 
they might lorsake them if^they chose. But to in- 
terpret the second verse as referring to one and the 

4 
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lame kind of servants, and also to one and the 
same kind of masters as those mentioned in the 
first verse, so far as the act of slaveholding was Con- 
cerned) at once destroys the evident distinction 
made here by the apostle. This is so plain, that 
we see not how any one can den^ it. 

8. But suppose the apostle, instead of saying 
^' believing despotes," had said converted idolater, 
or converted Jew, should we understand him as 
meaning by these terms, a real, practical idolater, 
or a real practical J^w ? Not at all ; no more than 
when a man speaks of a converted infidel--'Vre are 
to understand him as meaning to designate one 
who had never embraced the Christian religion. 
And thus one might speak of a converted slave- 
holder, using the term slaveholder, not to describe 
his present relation, but to designate his former 
character ; and precisely in this sense we believe 
the apostle used the term ^ despotee" in 1 Tim. 
Yi.2. 

Specific Directions of the New Testament* 

Another argument drawn from the New Testa- 
ment, is generally stated thus: The apostles, by 
their specific directions to masters and servants, 
did, de /acto, justify the relation which existed be- 
tween the slaveholder and his slave. To this we an- 
swer: 

(1.) This argument takes for granted, what has 
never been proved, vi». that all the servants and 
masters mentioned in the New Testament, were 
slaves and slaveholders. 

(2.) But, admitting that the apostles did mean to 
justify the ** relation** which existed between master 
and slave, when that " relation" gave the master 
the body of the slaves as his absolute property, then 
it follows as an undeniable consequence that the 
holy apostles did mean to justify all the ** rights' 
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to which this ^relatioTC* entitled the master. If 
they justified such a ^ relation," they justified and 
approved all the parts of which it was composed. — 
And hence it would follow that the apostles justi- 
fied, approved, and sanctioned a relation which au- 
thorized every master to commit thefu adultery and 
murder. Those Romans who held slaves in that, 
relation, had a right in virtue of it, not only ** to 
hox" them or "to cuff " them "on the ear," hut 
they were authorized and empowered by this rela- 
tion to torture them, to maim them, and to fut them 
to death in any way they chose, and according to 
Dr. Taylor's " Elements of Civil law," those slaves 
could not he injured in any way. And a relation 
which authorized and justified such orueUies, such 
horrible^ and we may add, diabolicai injustice as all 
this, maAy professing Christians and Ministers of 
the Gospel pretend to believe is "authorized," 
** permitted," and "sanctioned by the Bible ! ! 1" 



CHAPTEEVIII. 

JEWISH SERVITUDE UNLIKE AMERICAN 

SLAVERY. 

Peculiarities of the Jewish Eoonomy* 
1. A Hebrew was permitted to kill a man who 
had murdered his friend, (Num. xxxv. 19 ;) and he 
might do this without the process of a trial. And 
upon the same ground, the Jews were permitted to 
commence and carry on exterminating wars, against 
the idolatrous nations around them. Hence, we 
suppose, that it is as really wrong for any man in 
this age of the world, to take away the liberty of 
his innocent neighbor, or to withhold it from him 
in any way, without an express permission from 
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God, as it would be for one to kill the murderer of 
his^iend now, without the forms of law. 

mo hereditary ilavery among the Jews* 

2. Two-thirds of the servants in Israel were free 
at the end of six years ; and the fiftieth year all 
were set free. There was no such thing as here- 
ditary servitude among the Jews. Lev. xzv. 10 ; 
Deut. XV. 12. 

But American slavery is perpetual, to the verj 
last moment of the slave's earthly existence, and 
by law it is entailed upon all of his descendants, to 
the latest posterity. 

Jewish Bervltude wai vohiiitary* 

3. Jewish servitude was voluntary, except in 
those cases where it was the penalty annexed to 
crime. They sold themselves, i. e. their service, for 
an equivalent, so they were not slaves ; as an equi* 
valent — ^to a state of slavery — is impossible. — Lev. 
XXV. 47. Neh. v. 8; Deut. xxviii. 68; [Expose 
yourselves for sale,]! Kings xxi. 20, 25 ; 2 Kings 
xvii. 17 ; Isa. 1. 1 ; Kom. vii. 14 ; Jer. xxxiv. 14^ 
margin, sold himself. 

But American siaver3r is involuntary. No one 
who is now a slave in this land, was ever consulted* 
before his liberty was taken away, whether he 
would be a slave or not, and if he had been, he 
could not have given his master a just and proper 
title to his body as his property. 

Jewish servants could contend with fheir masters* 

4. Under the Mosaic economy, servants might 
contend with their masters about their rights ^ and 
Co despise the cause of which was considered a 
heinous crime. Job. xxxi. 13. 

But here, in this land of Christians, slAves can 
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make no contract of any kind, they can hare no 
legal right to any property; all they have and 
are» belongs to their masters. 

Jewish terraiits made free when cmelly treated* 

5. The laws of Moses granted freedom to a ser- 
vant who had been cruelly treated. Exodus xxi. 
20,27. 

But our Christian laws allow the master to pun- 
ish his slave as much as he desires, and affora the 
slave no redress ; nay, if the slave makes any re- 
sistance, the law expressly justifies the master in 
putting him to death. In Kentucky,,** any neerOf 
mulatto, or Indian, bond or free,'* who ** shall at 
any time*' even ** lift his hand in opposition to ant 
white person, shall receive TmaTY lashes on his or 
her bare back, well laid on, by order of the 
Justice." 

Servitude amoDg the Jewi did not Jeopardiaie>flie 

lives of servants* 

6. The master who killed a servant with a rod or 
by blows, suffered the penalty of death, as other 
murderers. Lev. xxiv. 17, 21 ; Num. xxxv. 80. So 
that, their lives were as safe and as valuable in the 
eye of the law, as their master's. 

In these United States, many a slave has been 
killed by the treatment he has received from the 
hand of his master, overseer, or driver ; and no in- 
stance has been known of a white man's being put 
to death for such murder. 

Domestic relations* 

7. Servants were carefully protected among the 
Jews, in their domestic relations; so that parents 
and their children must npt be separated. And in 
case the mother did not get her freedom as soon ai 

4* 
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her husband, the children remained with her ; and 
her master was bound to receive him to service 
again, in case he chose to live with his wife and chil- 
dren. Ex. xxi. 7, 11. They were entitled to an 
adequate subsistence, Deut. xxv. 4 ; 1 Tim. v. 16 ; 
1 Cor. ix. 9, and treated with humanity. Lev. xxv. 
89,53. 

But here, slaves are entirely unprotected in their 
social and domestic relations ; husbands and wives, 
parents and their children may be, and they are 
separated and parted for ever, at the irresponsible 
wul of the roaster. 

It is true that a law in one of the States provides, 
that " Every owner shall be held to ^ive his slaves 
one barrel of Indian corn, or the equivalent thereof 
in rice, beans or other grain, and a pint of salt ; and 
to deliver the same in kind every month, under the 

SmahY of a fine of ten dollars fer every offence." 
ut this law may be, as it is, easily evaded, on the 
ground that the, slave cannot be a party in a civil 
suit, or a colored person a witness against a white 
person. 

A law of North Carolina provides that each slave 
shall receive at least ** one quart of corn per day ;" 
and if any one who does not receive this amount 
be convicted of stealing corn, cattle, &c. from any 
person not the owner of such slave, such injured 
person may maintain an action of trespass against 
uie master, and shall recover his or her damages. 
Another law provides, that ** the slave shall be en- 
titled to receive from his owner one linen shirt and 
pantaloons for the summer, and a linen shirt and 
woollen great coat and pantaloons for the winter.'' 

InstractiQii and consolatiQn* 

8. The laws of Moses secured to servants the ne- 
ceaaary meana of instruction and consolation,-* 
I^ut. xxxi. 9, Id ; zxix. lO, 13. 
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But no such laws exist in this land; here the 
operation of the laws tend directly to deprive the 
auLves of all " mental " and religious '* instruction," 
for their whole power is exerted to keep the slaves 
in the lowest kind of ign(»^nce. 

liaws for the protection of strangers. 

9. The laws of Moses required every one to pity 
and love the strangers who might chance to come 
amone the Jews, and under severe penalties they 
were forbidden to vex or oppress them in any way. 
Ex. xxiii. 6, 9 ; xxi. 20 ; xii. 48, 50 ; Lev. xix. 33, 34 ; 
XXV. 35, 36 ; Num. xv. 15, 16, 29 ; Deut. i. 16, 17 ; 
X. 18, 19 ; Exodus xxii. 21 ; ^iii. 9. 

Here the laws view every colored stranger as an 
enemy, and tbey consider him a slave until he 
proves his freedom. 

Fugitive servants. 

10. If a servant escaped from his master €md fled 
to the land of Israel, the law of Moses commanded 
every one to protect him ; and forbade any* one to 
deliver such to his master again. Deut. xxiii. 15. 

But here, if a slave escape from his master, and 
flee to any part of the United States, the law forbids 
any one to protect him, and commands that he be 
delivered up to his master. 

Husbands and wives* 

11. If a Jewish servant had taken a wife of his 
master, and wished still to live with him, he had the 
privilege. Ex. xxi. 5, 6 ; Deut. xv. 18. 

But It is not thus with American slaves ; among 
them, husbands and wives are parted at the irre- 
sponsible will of the slaveholder. In point of law» 
an American slave cannot be maxnad^X^^V^ 
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Time ftr rest allowed Jewisb servants* 

12. Those servants among the Jews who bad 
served lifty years had at least seventeen years rest in 
Sabbaths, feasts, &c. Ex. xx. 10 ; Deut. v. 14 ; xii. 
17, 18 ; xvi. 11 ; Matt. xxv. 21, 23. 

But nothing of this kind has ever been known 
amon^ the Americans held in bondage by the 
Chrbtians of this nation. 

When they were set firee, compensation was aUowed 
them and not to their masters* 

13. When Jewish servants went out free, thej 
were to be liberally furnished with means to begin 
life with. Ex. xxi. 2, 4 ; Lev. xxv. 17 ; Beut. xv. 
13, 14. 

But in this land, if any poor slave goes free at all« 
hj the consent of his master, he goes free with no- 
thing but his poor worn-out body, and his master 
demands a price for his liberation ! 

JFewish servants held property* 

14. They had the fruits of the rest years^ and 
gleanings of harvests. Lev. xix. 9, 10 ; xxv. 6 ; Ex. 
xxiii. 11 ; 1 Sam. ix. 8 ; Matt, xviii. 25. 

But here a slave can possess nothing but what is 
made by law to belong to his master. ^ 

They were endowed w^th authority. 

15. Eligible to offices. 1 Chron. xv. 18 ; xvi. 5, 
38 ; xxvi. 12, 14 ; Matt. xxv. 21 ; 2 Sam. ix. 9, 10 ; 
Neh.v. 15. 

Not so in this nation. Here a slave cannot be a 
witness in a case where a white man is concerned. 
And in the city of New- York a free colwed Amer- 
ican, in the year 1836^ could not obtain a license 
even to drive a cart* And in many parts of the 
country, colored Anoericans are not admitted to the 
^active franchise. 
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Sefrtah flervants twM not be made articles of traffic 

# 

16. Thej could not be sold. Ex. xxi. 7, 8. 

But here thousands of slaves iare sold annually, 
from one State to another, and many of them by 
members and ministers of the same church to which 
the slaves themselves belong. 

They were marriageable in the fimUlies of their 

masters. 

17. Jewish masters were obli^ted to provide for 
the marriage of maid servants, if they did not take 
them to themselves, or sons. Ex. xxi. 8. 

But American slaveholders allow no legal mar- 
riages for their slaves, but they rather provide for 
their living in concubinage and adultery. 

They were on a level with the children under age. 

18. They could be incorporated into the family. 
Ex. xxi. 6, 0, by circumcision. Ex. xii. 43, 45 ; Lev, 
xxii. 10, 11 ; 1 Chron. ii. 34, 35, consequently could 
be heirs. Gen. xv. 8 ; Prov. xvii. 2; Mark xii. 7; 
Luke XX. 14. 

But American slaves have no such privileges ;— * 
they are on a level with brutes, so far as rights are 
condemed — ^they can make no bargains of any 
kin4. 

Ho impediments in the Way to prevent the freedom of 

Jewish servants. 

19. They could be redeemed, or lede&ai them* 
selves, at any time. Lev. xxv. 43. 

American slaves have no such power. Here, laws 
have been enacted to prevent emancipation, even 
when the slaveholder is willing to conier it. 

Thus we see, that the evils which are always^ 
more or less, attendant upon American slavery^ 
were not consequent upon the servitude allow^ 
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among the Jews, such as slave prisons, slave mar- 
kets, slave auctions, chains, iron yokes, shackles, 
whips, thumbscrews, ^. &c. Among the Jews 
there was no violent separation of parents and chil- 
dren, no parting of husbands and wives, no barba- 
rous punishments, or any one thing in fact, which 
rendered Jewish servitude like American slavery. 



CHAPTER IX. 

SCRIPTURE ARGUMENT AGAINST 

3I4AVERY. V 

Slaveholding is Theft. 

1. To claim, hold, and treat a human being as 
property, is felony against Grod and man. E^. xx. 
15 ; Deut. xxiv. 7. If it be theft to reduce a man 
to slavery, it must be equally so to keep him in this 
state. 

About sixty thousand human beings are feloni- 
ously reduced to slavery in this country every }rear; 
As soon as they are born, they are claimed, seized, 
held, and treated as property. 

CovetonsnesB* 

2. All slaveholding and slave dealing is covet- 
cu8ne88^ and as such, it is forbidden. Ex. xx. 17; 
Isa. Ivii. 17 ; Jer. li. 13 ; Ezek. xxxiii. 31 ; Luke xii. 
15 ; Col. iii. 5 ; 2 Pet. u. 3. 

The man who claims the body of his fellow man 
as his property, does, de facta, covet that which, in 
&e very nature of thines, must belong to his neigh- 
bor, and to which no circuihstanees oah give him 
a just tide. 
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Oppression* 

3. Slavery is the very worst form of oj^pression. 
Oppression is the spoiling or taking of another's per- 
son or goods or the fruit of his labor, by constraint, 
violence Or force; and this crime is committed 
when ever one human being offers any violence to 
the person, estate, or conscience of another. Prov. 
xiv. 31 ; xxviii. 3 ; Isa. xlix. 26 ; Jer. vii. 6 ; xxi. 
12, 13 ; Hos. xii. 7 ; Amois iv. 1 ; Mic. ii. 2 ; Zach. 
▼ii. 10 ; Mai. iii. 5 ; Eccl. iv. 1 ; Ezek. xxii. 29 ; 

Amos iii. 9. 

lHansteallug* 

4. Slavery is raanstealing, and as such is for- 
bidden, under the severest penalties. Ex. xxi. 16 ; 
Deut. xxiv. 7. 

How has the present slaveholder come into the 

gossession of the children whom he now holds as 
is slaves 1 T/ ?y were never willed to him, nor 
did he purcha o tnem of another. How could he 
take possession of them, and part them from their 
parents without stealing them ? 

ESnslavers* 

5. The law of Grod was made for enslavers, 1 
Tim. i. 10. The word here rendered menstealers, 
signifies to enslave^ to reduce to slavery to treat men 
as cattle, 

Fravd and robbery* 

Q. Slavery is legalized wholesale fraud and 
robbery, Exek. xviii. 4 ; Mai. iii. 8, 9 ; Prov. xxi. 
7 ; Isa. Ixi. 8 ; Ezek. xxii. 29 ; Amos iii. 10 ; Nah. 
iii. 1 ; Mark x. 19 ; 1 Thes. iv. 6 ; Jer. xxii. 3 ; 
James v. 4. 

Traffic in the persons of Men fiirbidden* 

7. American slavery is condemned in all those 
places which forbid trading in the persons of men. 
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Ezek. xxvii. 13 ; Joel iii. 3, 6 ; Amos ii. 6 ; Zach. 
zi. 4, 5 ; Rev. xviii. 13. 
It could not exist without the slave trade. 

Christian kindness. 

8. The exercise of that kindness and pity 
which are commanded in the Bible toward the poor, 
is utterly irreconcilable with slavery. Lev. xxv« 
85 ; Job vi. 14 ; xxxi. 16 ; Psal. xli. 1 ; Ixxxii. 8 ; 
Prov. xxii. 22 ; xxiv. 11 ; xxxi. 8 ; Isa. i. 16 ; and 
Iviii. throughout ; Jer. xxxiv. 10 ; Matt. xxv. 44 ; 
Heb. xiii. 3 ; 1 John iii. 17. 

Duties of masters* 

9. American slavery is condemned in the speci- 
fic directions of the Apostle, to masters and servants. 
1 Cor. vii. 21, 23 ; Eph. vi. 9 ; Col. iv. 1. 

These precepts, if obeyed, would annihilate 
slavery at once, and forever. 

Analogy of the gospel* 

10. It is condemned in all those passages which 
represent the evils of sin hj slavery, and gospel 
benefits by freedom. Gal. iv. 8, 7, 22, 31 ; v. 1« 
13 ; Isa. Ixi. 1, 3 ; John viii. 32, 36. 

The golden mle. 

11. By the reciprocal and universal law of love 

which is binding on all men. Matt. v. 7 ; vii. 12 ; 

^ii. 37 ; John xv. 12, 17 ; Rom. xli. 9 ; 1 Cor. 

xiii. 28. 

Spirit of the gospel* 

12. Slavery cannot be reconciled with the spirit 
and design or the gospel. It will not exist surely 
in^the millennial state. Gen. iii. 15, xxii, 18 ; Luke 
iv. 18; 1 Cor. iiL 17: Zeph.iu. 9; Matt. iii. 10* 

If it is oondomQed by the apirit of the go^id, tlM 
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|>recepts of the gospel must be against it, of course, 
because the spirit of the gospel is learned from its 
precepts. 

Conditions of salvation* 

13. To claim, hold and treat a human bein^ as 
property, .is utterly at variance with the conditions 
upon which man is authorized to expect forgiveness 
and salvation from God. Matt. v. 23. Therefore, 
if thou bring thy gifl to the altar, and there remem- 
berest that thy brother hath aught against thee^ 
leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy 
way; first be reconciled with thy brother, and 
then come and offer thy gift. 



CHAPTEK X. 

SENTIMENTS FAVORABLE TO THE PERPfi. 
TUITY OF AMERICAN SLAVERY. 

Governor McDuffie. 

Domestic slavery, therefore, instead of being a 
folitieal evil, is the corner stone of our republican 
edifice. No patriot who justly estimates our privi- 
leges, will tolerate the idea of emancipation, at any 
period, however remote, or on any conditions of 
pecuniary advantage, however favorable. 1 would 
as soon think of opening a negotiation for selling 
the liberty of the state at once, as for making any 
stipulation for the ultimate emancipation of our 
slaves. So deep is my conviction on this subject 
that if I were doomed to die immediately after 
recording these sentiments, I could say in all 
sincerity, and under all the sanction of Christi- 
anity and patriotism, God fobjbid that kt 

5 
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DESCENDANTS, IN THE REMOTEST GENERATIONS 
SHOULD LIVE IN ANY OTHER THAN A COMMUNITl 
HAVING THE INSTITUTION OF DOMESTIC SLAVERY. 

Testimony from Charleston, S. C. 

One of the most imposing assemblages of citizens ij 
respect of nambers, intelligence and respectability, tha 
we have ever witnessed, met yesterday morning at th 
City Hall, to receive the report of twenty-one, appointee 
by the meeting on the 4th iastant, on the incendiary ma 
chioations jiow in progress against the peace and we] 
fare of the southern states. TA^ clergy of olt'denomitM 
tions attended in a body, lending their sanction to the pro 
ceedings, and adding by their prssence^ to the impressiv 
character of the scene I 

[After the most violent threats against the discus 
sion of the subject of slavery, the meeting close( 
with the following resolution :] 

On motion of Captain Lynch, 

Resolved, That the thanks of this meeting are due t 
the reverend gentlemen of the Clergy in this city, wh 
have so promptly, and so effectually responded to pabli 
sentiment, by suspending their schools iii which the fre 
colored p(^nUatian were ta/ught ; ^nd that this meetinj 
deem it a patriotic action, worthy of all praise, and pre 
per to be imitated by other teachers of similar school 
throughodt the state ! ! {^Charleston Cov/r, 

Testimony flrom Camden, S* C» 

The following resolution was passed at a meetinj 
of the citizens of Camden, S. C, in 1834 : 

" Resolved, That slavery, as it exists with us, w 
deny to he an evtZ, and that we regard those who an 
now making war upon it, in lany shape, or unde 
any pretext, are furious fanatics or knaves and hypo 
crites ; and we liereby promise them, upon sd 
occasion which may put them in our power, the fat< 
oftbepircUet the tficeTMtartf, and the midnigU assas 
sin r* 
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Testfniony from liancasterville, S« C. 

The following documents are token from the 
Southern Christian Herald : 

At a pablic meeting, held in Lancasterville, for the 
purpose of taking into consideration the proceedings of 
the Abolitionists of the North, several resolutions were 
passed, and by request the meeting was addressed by the 
Rev. X H. Thornwell, and the Rev. William Carlisle. 
The Rev. Mr. PostelPs seo^timents, contained in a letter, 
were read at the meeting. The purport of the resolution 
was as follows : 

That Slavery, as it exists in the South, is no evil, and 
is consistent With the principles of revealed religion : 
that all opposition to it arises from a misguided and 
fiendish fanaticism, which we are bound to resist in the 
very threshhold. 

ReT« J. H. Tliomwell*8 testimony, Metbodist* 

I cannot regard slavery as a moral evil for the follow- 
ing reasons : 

1. It was distinctly recognized by Moses. 

2. It is not inconsistent with the precepts of Christian- v 
ity. 1 Cor. vii. 20, 21. The word translated serva/ni 
means a slave. 1 Tim. vi. I. 

[This is a great mistake. See page 35 and 36.] 
As I cannot believe that slavery is wrong in itself, I 
am decidedly opposed to the measures of the abolition- 
ists. 

Testimony of the Charleston Courier* 

We protest against the asswmpti^n — ^the un warrants^ 
hie assumption— that slavery is ultimatelv to be extirpap 
ted from the southern states. Ultimate abolitionists are 
enemies of the South, the same in kind, and only less im 
degree, than immediate abolitionists. 

Testimony of the Columbia, S. C«, Telescope; 

Let us declare, through the public journals of our 
coahtry, that the question of Slavery 'js tlox, «iA ^tK\. 
not he open to discussion— that tlic systwxi Va ^^«^ \qiqx^^ 
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among us, and must remain forbter : that the very mo- 
ment any private individual attempts to lecture as upon 
its evils and immorality, and the necessity of patting 
means in operation to secure us f)rom them, in the same 
moment his tongue shall be cut out and cast upon a dumg' 
hiU. 

Testimohy of the Wasklngton Telegrapli. 

As a man, a Christian, and a citizen, we believe that 
slavery is right ; that the condition of the slave, as it 
now exists in slaveholding states, is the best existmg or- 
ganization of civil society. 

Testimony of the Charleston Coorier* 

We beg him, however, [Mr. Fletcher, one of the speak- 
ers at Faneuil Hall] and all who like him, acknowledge 
their affectionate interest in their political obliga- 
tions to the Soath, to disabuse themselves of the notion 
that the South regards slavery as an evil, or even dreams 
of its removal. Our institutions are likelv to endure for 
ages, if not to be perpetual ; and while they do endure, 
and are endured by us, we cannot recognize the moral 
or social, to say nothing of the political propriety, of de- 
nouncing them as evil. Our right in the subject-matter 
is perfect and exclusive, and not a tongae shoald wag, 
or oreath be stirred, against its exercise. 

Testimony of the Aagusta,Geo. Chronicle. 

He [Amos Dresser] shoald have been h^ung up as 
high as Haman to rot upon the gibbet, antil the wind 
whistled through his bones. The cry of the whole Soath 
shoald be,oBATa, INSTANT DEATH to the abolition- 
ist, wherever he is caught. Northern Abolitionists are a 
class of desperate fanatics, who, to accomplish their un- 
hallowed ends, are ready to sacrifice our lives, and those 
of our wives and children. Keep their publications from 
among as, and HANG every emissary that dare step a 
lawless foot npoa our soil— cut off all trade with every 
northern house connected with them, &c 
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Testfanony of the Rev. J. C. Postell, Metliodist. 

The following is from an Address of the Rev. J. 
C. Postell, delivered at a public meeting, held at 
Orangeburgh Court-house, S. C, on the 21st of 
July, 1836. 

I have not time, at present, nor do I wish to trespass 
upon ypnr patience, in a lengthy address on this subject ; 
but to comply with your request, involves my duty as 
your minister, and the servant of the Churchy and from 
what has been promised, the following conclusions reifult; 

Ist. That slavery is a judicial visitation. 

3d. That it is not a moral evil. 

3d. That it is supported by the Bible. 

4th. It existed in all ages. 

The reverend orator then takes up the above 
points, and argues them at some length, but we have 
not room to follow him. On the second proposition, 
he says : 

It is not a moral evil. The fact that slavery is of Di- 
yine appointment, would be proof enough with the 
Christian, that it could not be a moral evil. But when we 
view the hordes of savages, marauders and human can- 
nibals enslaved to lust and passion, and abandoned to 
idolatry and ignorance, to revolutionize them from such 
a state, and enslave them where they may have the Gos- 
pel, and the privileges of Christians, so far from being a 
moral evi), it is a merciful visitation. If slavery was 
either the invention of man or a moral evil, it is logical 
to conclude, the power to create has the power to destroy. 
Why then, has it existed % And why does it now exist? 
amidst all the power of legislation in state and church, 
and the clamor of abolitionists. ' It is the Lord's do- 
ings, AND MARVELLOUS IN OUR EYES.' And had it not been 
done for the best, God alone who is able, long since 
would have overruled it. It is bt divine appointment. 

5* 
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Testlmcmy of the Rev. James Smylle, Presbyteiiui 

The Reverend James Smylie, A. M., a Presby- 
terian minister in Mississipi)i, says in a pamphlet 
he has recently published in favor of Americac 
slavery : 

If slavery be a sin, and advertising and apprehendinj 
slaves with a view to restore them to their masters, is i 
direct violation of the divine law, and if the Imying, sel 
Ungf or holding a slave jeior the sake of gain, is a heinou 
sin and scandal, then verily, three-fourths of ai,l th: 
Episcopalians, Methodists, Baptists and Presbyteriane 
IN ELEVEN states OF THE UNION, are of the Devil, — The; 
* hold,' if they do not buy and sell slaves, and, with fei 
exceptions^ they hesitate not to *■ apprehend and restore 
runaway slaves, when in their power. 

Charleston Union Preibytery. 

Extract from the minutes of the Chariest oi 
Union Presbytery, at their meeting on the 7tl 
April, 1836. 

It is a principle which meets the views of this body 
that slavery, as it exists among us, is a political instita 
tion, with which ecclesiastical judicatories have not th< 
smallest right to interfere; and ih relation to which, anj 
such interference, especially at the present momenton! 
crisis, would be moraWy wrongs ana fraught with the 
most dangerous and pernicious consequences. The sen- 
timents which we maintain, in common with Christiam 
nt the Southj of every denominoM^n^ are sentiments whiel 
so fully approve themselves to our consciences, are s< 
identified with our solemn convictions of dnty, that W< 
should maintain them under any circumstances. 

E. T. Bust, Moderator. 

6. Gildersleeve, Temporary Clerk. 

Synod of Soilth Carolina and Georgia* 

Resolution of the Presbyterian Synod of South 
Carolina and Georgia, Dec* 1834. 
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Resolved, unanimously, That in the opinion of this 
Synod, Aboltticm Societies, and the principles on which 
thej are foanded, in the United States, are inconsistent 
with the interests of the slaves, the rights of the holders, 
and the great principles of our political institution. 

Teitlmony of the Missionary Society of tbe 
South Carolina Conference* 

The following declaration of sentiments has been 
published in Charleston, South Carolina, by the 
Board of Managers of the Missionary Society of 
the South Carolina Conference c^ the Methodist 
Episcopal Church : 

We denounce the principles and opinions of the abo- 
litionists in toto ; and solemnly do declare our convic- 
tion and belief that, whether they were originated, as 
some business men have thought, as a money specula- 
tion, or, as some politicians think, for party electioneer- 
ing purposes, or, as we are inclined to believe^ m a false 
philosophy, over-reaching or setting aside the scriptures 
througn a vain conceit of higher moral refinement, they 
are utterly erroneoas^ and altogether hurtful. W^ con- 
sider and believe that the Holy SeripiureSj se far from 
giving any countenance to this delusion, do equivocally 
mUhonse the relation of Master and Slate. 

Hopewell Presbytery, South Carolina* 

On the subject of domestic slavery, this Presby- 
tery believe the following facts have been most m- 
controvertibly established, viz : 

1. Slavery has existed in the church of Gh>d from the 
time of Abraham to this day. Members of the Church 
of God, have held slaves bought with theii money, and 
born in their houses ; and this relation is not only re- 
cognized, but its duties are defined clearly, both in the 
Old and New Testaments. 

2. Emancipation is not mentioned among the duties of^ 
the master to his slave. While obedience * even to the 
Ibrward? master is enioined upon the slave*- 
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3. No instance can be produced of an otherwise order- 
ly Christian, being reproyeo, much Icssexcobimunigated. 
from the church, for the single act of holding domestic 
slaves, from the days of Abraham down to the date of the 
modern abolitionist. 

Synod of Virginia, Presbyterian. 

The committee to whom were referred the resolutions, 
&c., have, according to order, had the same under con- 
tdderation-r-and respectfully report that in their judg- 
ment, the following resolutions are necessary and pro- 
per to be adopted by the Synod at the present time. 

Whereas, the publications and proceedings of certain 
organised associations, commonly called anti-slavery, 
or abolition societies, which have arisen in some parts 
of our land, have greatly disturbed, and are still greatly 
disturbing the peace of the church, and of the country; 
and the Synod of Virginia deem it a solemn duty which 
they owe to themselves and to the community, to declare 
their sentiments upon the subject; therefore: 

Resolved, unanimously, That we consider the dogma 
fiercely promulgated by said associations — that slavery 
as it exists in our slaveholding States is necessarily sin- 
Ail, and ought to be immediately abolished, and the con- 
clusions which naturally follow from that dogma, as di- 
rectly and palpably contrary to the plainest principles of 
common sense and common humanity, and to the clear- 
est authority of the word of God. 

Testimony of the ReT. R. If • Anderson, Presby- 
terian. 

To the Sessions of the Presbyterian Congregations 
within the bounds of the West Hanover Presbytery : 

At the approaching stated meeting of our Presbytery, 
I design to offer a preamble and string of resolutions on 
the subject of the use of wine in the Lord's Supper; and 
also a preamble and a string of resolutions on the sub- 
ject ot the treasonable and abominably wicked interfer- 
ence of the northern and eastern fanatics with our poli- 
tical and civU lights, our property and our domestic 
concerns. Yon are aware that our clergy, whether with 
or without reason, are more suspected by tke public than 
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are the clergy of other denomiDations. Now, dear Chris- 
tian Brethren, I hambly express it as my earnest wish^ 
that you quit yourselves like men. If there be any dtray 

foat of a minister among us, tainted with the bloods 
ound principles of abolitionism, let him be ferreted out, 
silenced, excommunicated, and left to the public to dis* 
pose of him in other respects. 

Your affectionate brother in the Lord^ 
1835. Robert N. Anderson ! ! ! 

General Ass^ably of the Presbyterian Chureh. 

The following statements were made in the Gren* 
eral Assembly of the Presbyterian Charch, conven. 
ed in Pittsburgh in May, 1^6, and they have never 
been contradicted : 

He (Mr. Dickey) believed there were many, and 
great evils in the Presbyterian church y but the doctrine 
of slaveholding, he was fully persuaded, was the worst 
heresy now found in the church. 

Mr. Stewart— -I hope this Assembly are prepared to 
come out fully, and declare their sentiments that slave- 
holding is a most flagrant and heinous SIN. Let uft 
not pass it by in this indirect way, while so many thon- 
sanas and thousands of our fellow creatures are writhing 
under the lash, often inflicted too by ministers and elders 
tf the Presbyterian church. 

In THIS CHURCH, a man may take a free-bom 
child, force it away from its parents, to \7h0m Gk>d gave 
it in charge, saying, ' Bring it up for me,' and sell it as a 
beast, or hold it in perpetual bondage, ami not only es* 
cape corporeal punishment, but really be esteemed an 
excellent christian. J^ayj even ministers of the Oospel, and 
doctors of divinity J may engage in this unholy traffic, and 

yet sustain their high and holy calling. 

♦ * * * « « 

Elders f ministers and doctors of divinity are with both hands 
engaged in the practice, 

* * * ♦ * * 

This same Assembly, in 1816, struck out of the Confes- 
sion of the Church the following note, adopted in 1794, 
and which contained the doctrine of the church at that pe« 
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riod,onthesabject ofslaveholdiog. The note was ap- 
pended to the one hundred and forty-secpnd question of 
the large catechism : 

1 Tim. i. 10. The law is made for bian steaubrs. This 
crime amons^ the Jews exposed the perpetrators of it to. 
capital punishment; Exodus xxi. 16; and the apostle 
here classes them with sinners of the first rank. The 
word he uses, in its original import, comprehends all who 
are concerned in bringing any of the human race into 
slavery, or in retaining them in U, Homnivm furis, qui 
sHves vel libros abducent, retinent vendunt^ vet emutU, — 
Stealers of men are aU those who bring off slaves or 
freemeUi and keep, sell, or buy them. To steal a free- 
mauj says Grotius, is the highest kind of theft. In other 
instances, we only steal human property, but when we 
steal or retain men in slavery, we seize those who^ in 
common with ourselves, are constituted by the original 
grant, lords of the earth. Qen. i. 28. Vide Poli spwpsu^ 
uiloe, 

Methodist Church, in 1 T80. 
In the year 1780, the sentiments of the Metho- 
dist societies in this country were thus expressed 
upon this subject, in the minutes of the Conference 
for that year : 

The conference acknowledges that slavery is contrary to 
THE LAWS OF OOD, MAN AND NATURE, and hurtfuU to sodetv; 
CONTRARY TO THE DICTATES OP CON- 
SCIENCE AND PURE RELIGION ; and doing vihal 
we would not that others should do unto %u ; and they pass 
their disapprobation upon tdl our friends who keep slaves^ 
and they advise their Jreedom, 

And from Lee's History of the Methodists, page lOl, 
we learn that the M. E. Church was organized, with a 
number of express rules upon ibis subject, which slipn- 
lated that slavery should not be continued in this church. 
One of them was as follows : 

Every member in our society shall legally execute 
and record an instrument [for the purpose of setting 
every slave in his possession free,] within the space of 
two years. 
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Another was as follows: 

£7ery person concerned, who will not comply with 
these rules, shall have liberty quietly to withdraw from 
our society within the twelve months following,(he notice 
being given him as aforesaid :— otherwise the assistant 
shall exclude him from the society. 

And again, another rule declared that : 

Those who bought or sold slates, or gave them away, 
unless on purpose to free them, should be expelled 
immediately. 

And forty years a^o the discipline of this church 
contained the following directions upon the subject : 

The preachers and other members of our society, 
are requested to consider the subject of negro slavery 
with deep attention *, and that they impart to the Gene- 
ral Conierence through the medium of the Yearly Con- 
ferences, or otherwise, any important th(>u^his upon 
the subject, that the Conference may havefitU lights in 
order to take further steps towards eradicating this enor- 
mous EVIL from that part of the church of Qod with 
which they are connected. The Annual Conferences 
are directed to draw up addresses for the gradual eman- 
cipation of the slaves, to the legislatures of those states 
in which no general laws have been passed for that 
purpose. These addresses shall urgCj m the most re- 
spectful, but pointed manner, the necessity of a law for 
the gradual emancipaition of slaves. Proper committees 
9hall be appointed by the Annual Conferences, out of 
the most respectable of our friends, for the conducting 
of the business ; and the presiding elders, elders, dea- 
cons, and travelling preachers, shall pi-ocure as many 
proper signatures as possible to the addresses, and give 
all the assistance in tneir power, in every respect to 
aid the committees, and to further this blessed undertak- 
ing. Let this be continued from year to year, till the 
desired end be accomplished. 



00 BBHrnOEMTS JAVORABX.B TO THE 

General Coiifereiiceof tiie M. C Church in 1830« 

But the above was loDg ago left out of the Disci- 
pline of this church, and at the last session of its 
Highest ecclesiastical body in Cincinnati, in May, 
l€m, the following resolution was adopted, yeas 
120, noes 14w 

Resclved, by the delegates of the Annual Conferences, 
in the QtfunU Conference assembled^ That they are deci- 
dedly opposed to modern abolitionism, and wholly dis- 
claim any right, wish, or intention to interfere in the 
civil and political ? elation between master and slave, as 
it exists ia the slave-holding states of this Union. 

A motion was made, to amend the above resolu- 
tion by putting in the words, " Although we are as 
much as ever convinced of the great evil of slave- 
ry," the language of the Discipline, but this motion 
was lost. 

Testimony of Rev. W^ Wiuans, Methodist* 

At this same General Conference of the M. £. 
Church, the Rev. Mr. Winans, a prominent, popu- 
lar preacher, and a southern delegate, confessed 
himself there a slaveholder; solemnly asserted 
that ** it was important to the interests of the slaves, 
and in view of the question of slavery, that there be 
Christians who were slaveholders. Christian min- 
isters should be slaveholders, and diffused through- 
out the South. Yes, he repeated, there should be 
"^ members^ and deacons, and eldebs, and BISHOPSt 
too, who were slaveholders." 

Mr. Winans, in relating an anecdote in Confe* 
rence, to show the inexpediency of abolition efibrtS) 
as regards their influence on the prosperity of the 
southern church, intimated that the article in the 
Methodist Discipline on the subject of slavery^ wasi 
in facti a dead letter. 
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Testimoiiy of Dr« Capers, Methodist* 

Dr. Capers in his speech, in mentioning various 
reasons why Methodists, aAer a certain date, be- 
came less odious to the people of the southern states, 
said — ''at length people began to consider that 
many of them were slaveholders — why should they 
be insurrectionists V* 

Again — ^the southern section of the Methodist 
church is now murmuring because slaveholding 
ministers are excluded from the highest offices in 
the churches —^ nay more -^ disunion is seriously, 
openly hinted at by prominent preachers in the 
South, if hereafter^ the fact of a minister being a 
slaveholder, is considered valid reason for withhold- 
ing from him the of&ce of Bjdsho]^. 

Testimony of Prof. Hodge, Presbyterian. 

It is acknowledged, that, at the time of the Advent 
of Jesos Christ, slavery in its worst forms, prevailed 
over the world. The Savionr found it aronnd him in 
^adea; the Apostles met with it in Asia, Greece, and 
Italy. How did they treat it 1 Not by th^ denunciation 
of slaveholding as necessarily sinfid. The assumption 
that slaveholding is, in itself, a crime, is not only an er-^ 
ror, but it is an error fraught with evil consequences. 

Bib.Rep.JiprUt 1836. 

I'estilnouy of W. it, Seabrook^ of S. C. 

In the judgment of my fellow citizens, slavery is not 
ificonsistent with the laws of nature, and of God, The Bible 
informs us, that it was established and sanctioned by 
DIVINE AurnoRitT even among the elect of Heaven.-*£9- 
•sy, read before the JigricuUurd Society of St. Johns' CoUec* 
tioH, 1836. 

Test&nony of £dward Brown, of St Carolina. 

Slavery has ever been the step-ladder by which civiliz-* 
ed countries have passed from oarbarism to civilization. 
It appears, indeed, to be the only state, capable of bring- 
ing the love of independence and of ease, inherent in 
6 
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nuiD, to the discipline necessary to the supply of food, 
raiment, and shelter, necessary to his physical wants. — 
^otes on the origin and necessity of ^averyy 1826. 

Testimony of Dr. Dalcho, of S« Carolina, Bpiseopa^ 

Uan. 

Slavery is not forbidden by the Divine Law, so it is 
left to our own judgment whether we hold slaves or not* 

Practical ConsiderationSf 4^c., X823. 

Charleston Courier. 

.We confidently pronounce, that he must wilfully 
shut his eyes against the broad and palpable light of 
truth, who will not acknowledge that the Old Testament 
conclusively shows, that slavery was not onlv not con- 
demned, but received the express sanction of tne God of 
Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob. — 1835. 

Testimony of W. A« Duer, IXt* D«, Episcopalian* 

We deny that it is a crime to retain [in slavery] those 
ignorant and helpless beings, who have been cast upon 
[our] protection, as well as thrown into [our] power by 
no act of their own.— 3d Jin, Rep. A*. Y. City Col. Soeietff. 

Testimony of the Q^uarterly Christian Spectator, 

Presbjrtenan. 

The Bible contains no explicit prohibition of slavery, it 
recognizes both in the Old Testament and in the New, 
such a constitution of society, and it lends its authority 
to enforce the mutual obligations resulting from that con- 
stituiion.— 1833. 

Testimony of Dr. R. Fnrman, Baptist. 

The right of holding slaves is clearly established in the 
Holy Scriptures, both by precept and example.— Eas^poai^ 
tion of the views of the Baptists, addressed te the Governor </ 
S. Carolina, 1833. 

Testimony of T. R. Dew, Prof^ of History, Metaphy« 

sics and Political IJaw, in William and Mary 

College, Episcopalian. 

Slavery was established and sanctioned, by Divine au- 
thority, among even the elect of Heaven— the favored 
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eliildren of Israel. — Review of the. Debate in theVirginia Le- 
gialiUure of 1831 tmd 183*2. 

Vestfanony of Rev* £• D» Simms, Prof* of liang* Ran- 
dolph, Macon College, Mefbodlst* 

These extracts from holy writ uNEauiTocALLY assert 
TEE RiOHT OF PROPERTY IN siiAYEs, together wlth the usual 
incidents of that right; such as the power of acquisition 
and disposition in various ways according to municipal 
regulations. The right to buy and sell, and to transmit 
to children by way or inheritance^ is clearly stated. The 
only restriction on the subject, is m reference to the mar- 
ketj in which slaves or bondmen were to be purchased. 

upon the whole then, whether we consult the Jewish 
polity instituted by God himself; or the uniform opinion 
and practice of mankind in all ages of the world ; or the 
injunctions of the New Testament and the Moral Law ;« 
we are brought to the conclusion, that Slavery is not im- 
moral. 

Having established the point, that the first African 
slaves were legally brought into bondage, the right to 
detain their children in bondage follows as an indispen- 
sable consequence. 

Thus we see, that the Slavery which exists in Ameri- 
ca, was founded in right, 

i Testimony of Rev* £• Hedding, D. D,, Methodist. 

The right to hold a slave is founded on this rule, 
' Therefore, all things whatsoever ye would, that men 
should do to you, do ye even so to them ; for this is the 
law and the prophets.' — Ch. Jld, and Journal, Oct, 20<A, 
1837. 

Testtanony of Rev. G. W. Freeman, ESplsoopallaii. 

No man nor set of men in our day are entitled to pro- 
nounce it WRONO— aad we may add that slavery, as it 
exists at the present day, is agreeable to the order of 
DrviNE Providence. — SermoUf ^ov. 1836. 

The ** Counter Appeal," Methodist* 

The general rule of ChriatUmity not only permits, but in 
supposaole circumstances, enjoina a continuanee of the matn 
<«r*f mUh^riiy, 
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We say then, that this text in Col. iii. 22—525, proves 
to a demonstralionf that in the primitive Christian church 
at Colosscj under the Apostolic eye, and with the Apofr* 
tolic sanction, the r datum of master and slave was permUted 
to subsist. 

1 Cor. viL 20— 23. 

This text seems mainly to enjoin and sanction the fit- 
ting continuance of their present social relations ; the 
freeman was to remain free, and the slave, unless eman- 
cipation should offer, vjos to remain a slave, 
» The New Testament, enjoins obedience upon the slave 
as an obligation due to a present rightful antnority. 

W, J^k, John Linds^j Bartholomew Otheman, Hexe- 
kiah S, RamsdeUt Edward T. Taylor, Jacob Sanborn, H« 
H. White,— March 27, 1835. 

Testimony of Prof* Whedon, Mefhedist. 

There were Christian or believing slaveholders in the 
[primitive] Christian church. Now whatever dovXot 
.means, here (1 Tim. vi. 2) despotai are unequivocally 
slaveholders, who are brethren, faithful and beloved parta- 
kers of^he [go8pel\ benefit. — Zton'« Herald of March 30,, 
1836. 

Testimony of the Rev. W«Fisk,D. D^, Methodist. 

The relation of master and slave, may and does, in 
many cases, exist^ under such circumstances, as free the 
master from the just charge and guilt of immorality.—* 
LeUer to Rev. T. MerrUk 

Testimony of Rev* K* Bangs, D«D., Methodist. 

It appears evidentj that however much the apostle 
might have deprecated slavery as it then existed 
throughoat the Roman empire, he did not feel it his duty, 
as an ambassador of Christ, to disturb those relations 
which subsisted between masters and servants by de- 
nouncing slavery as such a mortal sin that they coidd not 
be servants of Christ in such a relation. — Christ. Ad, and 
Journal^ M. 431* 

The foregoing extracts are not quoted here ta 
prove that each of the authors of them desigQed to 
Justify or defend slavery as a system. But we think 
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tliey do prove beyond a doubt, tbat tbe sentiment 
prevails very extensively throughout this nation, 
among professors of religion, ministers of the Gos- 
pel, presidents of colleges, &c. &c., that, the act of 
slaveholding is, not in itself, sinful; and conse- 
quently it follows, that a great change must take 
place m the views of this nation before slavery will 
ever be abolished. 



CHAPTER XI. 

PRACTICAL SLAVERY. 

What is slavery in practice 1 Many suppose that 
it often exists under some peculiar *' cirQumstances" 
which, some how or other, " free the slaveholder 
from the just charge and guilt of immorality." 
What those •* peculiar circumstances" are, however, 
we are not told. 

W^e have had many fine* spun theories on ''slave- 
ry in the abstract;" but it matters but little to the 
pK>or slave what slavery is in the abstract, its prac- 
tice, however, is every thing to him. Hence, we 
think it proper to give a few facts like the following, 
as a work of this kind might be Justly considered 
incomplete without them. In reading the following 
items, let it be remembered, that they describe such 
cases, precisely, as are occurring m the midst of 
slavery, every day ; slavery never did, and never 
will exist in any country, without perpetrating 
crimes like the following. We do not mean by this, 
that there are no enslavers who do not inflict cor- 
poreal cruelties upon the persons of their slaves, 
but we mean to say, that slavery cannot and never 
did exiit without its evUst such as are here describ- 
ed. 

6* 
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The following items are selected from a most in* 
teresting work entitled, ** Narrative of Charles Bail» 
who was forty year^ a slave in Maryland, South 
Carolina and Greorgia." / In reading these extracts, 
it should be remembered, that the aXorj this slave 
tells of himself, is true to the life, and similar nar« 
ratives might be given by thousands of others in thii 
land who are now in chains, and not suffered to 
speak for themselves. 

Separation of parents and children. 

At the time I was sold I was qaite naked, having ne* 
vex had any clothing in my life } bat my new master had 
brought with him a child's frock, or wrapper, belonging 
to one of his own children — and after he purchased me, 
he dressed me in this garment, took me before him on 
his horse, and started home ; but my poor mother, when 
she saw me leaving her for the last time, ran after me, 
took me down from the horse, clasped me in her arms, 
and wept loudly and bitterly over me. My master seem- 
ed to pity her, and endeavored to soothe her distress by 
telling her that he would be a good master to me, and 
that I should not want any thing. She then, still hold- 
ing me in her arms, walked along the road beside the 
horse, as he moved slowly, and earnestly and imploring- 
ly besought my master to bay her and the rest of her 
children, and not permit them to be carried away by the 
negro buyers; but whilst thus entreating him to save 
her and ner family, the slave-driver who had first bought 
her, came running in pursait of her with a raw hide in 
his hand. When he overtook us, he told her he was 
her master now, and ordered her to give that little negro 
to its owner, and come back with him. 

My mother then tamed to him and cried — * Oh, mas- 
ter, do not take me from my child I' Without making 
any reply, he gave her two or three heavy blows on the 
shoalders with his raw hide, snatched nte from her 
arms, handed roe to my master, and seizing her by one 
arm, dragged her back towards the place of sale. My 
master then quickened the pace of his horse ; and as we 
advanced, the cries of my poor parent became more and 
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more indistinct. At length, they died away in the dis- 
tance, and I never again heard the roice of my poor mo« 
ther. Young as I was, the horrors of that day sank 
deeply into my heart— and even at this time, though half 
a century has elapsed, the terrors of the scene return 
with painful vividness upon my memory. Frightened 
at the sight of the cruelties inflicted upon my poor mo- 
ther, I forgot my own sorrows at partmg from her, and 
clung to my new master as an angel and saviour, when 
compared with the hardened fiend into whose power she 
had fallen.— She had been a kind and good mother to 
me^had warmed me in her bosom in the cold nights of 
winter, and had often divided the scanty pittance of food 
allowed her by her mistress between my brothers, and 
sisters, and me, and gone supperless to bed herself. 
Whatever victuals she could ontain beyond the coarse 
food, salt fish, and com bread allowed to slaves on the 
Patuxent and Potomac rivers, she carefully distributed 
among her children, and treated us with all the tender- 
ness which her own miserable condition would permit. 
I have no doubt that she was chained and driven to Ca- 
rolina, and toiled out the residue of a forlorn and famish- 
ed existence in the rice swamps or indigo fields of the 
South. 

Mv father never recovered from the efiects of the 
shock which this sudden and overwhelming ruin of his 
fiimily gave him. He had formerly been of a gay, so- 
cial temper ; and when he came to see us on a Saturday 
night, he always brought us a little present, such as the 
means of a poor slave would allow — apples, melons, 
sweet potatoes, or, if he could procure nothing else, a lit- 
tle parched com, which tasted better in our cabin, be- 
cause he had brought it. 

Separation ef Families. 

My master kept a store at a small village on the bank 

of the Patuxent river, called B , althouffh he resided 

at some distance on a farm. One morning ne rose earl^, 
and ordered me to take a yoke of oxen and go to the vil- 
lage, to bring home a cart which was there, saying he 
would follow me. He arrived at the village soon after 
I did, and took bis breakfast with his store-keeper. Ha 
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then told me to come into the house, and get my break- 
fast. Whilst I was eating in the kitchen, I observed him 
talking earnestly^ but lowly, to a stranger near the kitch- 
en door. I soon after went out, and hitched my oxen to 
the cart, and was aboat to drive ofif, when several men 
came round abont me, and amongst them the stranger 
whom I had seen speaking with my master. — ^This man 
came np to me, ana, seizing me by the collar, shook me 
violently, saying I was his property and must go with 
him to Qeorgia. At the sound of these words, the 
thoughts of my wife and children rushed across my 
mind— and my heart died away within me. I saw and 
knew that my case was hopeless, and that resistance was 
vain, as there were near twenty persons present, all of 
whom were ready to assist the manr by whom I was kid- 
napped. I felt incapable of weeping or speaking, and in 
my despair I laughed loudly. Mv purchaser ordered 
me to cross my hands behind, which were quickly bound 
with a strong cord; and he then told me that we must 
set out that very day for the South. I asked if I could 
not be allowed to go to see my wife and children, or if 
this could not be permitted, if they might not have leave 
to come and see me— but was told that I would be able 
to jret another wife in Georgia. 

My new master, whose name I did not hear, took me 
that same day across the Patuxent, where I joined fifty- 
one other slaves, whom he had bought in Maryland. 
Thirty-two of these were men, and nineteen were wo- 
men. The women were merely tied together with a rope 
about the size of abed cord,which was tied^ike a halter 
round the neck of each ; but the men, of whom I was the 
stoutest and strongest, were very differently caparisoned. 
A strong iron collar was strongly fitted by means of a 
padlock, round each of our necks. A chain of iron, 
about a hundred feet in length, was passed through the 
hasp of each padlock, except at the two ends, where the 
hasps of the padlocks passed through a link of the chain. 
In addition to this, we were handcuffed in pairs, with 
iron staples and bolts, with a short chain, about a foot 
lonff, uniting the handcuffs and their wearers in pairs. 
In Uiis manner we were chained alternately by the right 
and left hand ; and the poor man to whom I was thus 
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ironed, wept like an infant when the blacksmith, with 
his heavy hammer, fastened the ends of the bolts that 
kept the staples from slipping from onr arms. For my 
own part, I felt indifferent to my fate. It appeared to 
me, that the worst had come, that conld comei and that 
no change of fortuite could harm nie. 

Feelings of a fitfher. 

Long after the subject of this narrative had been 

Earted from his wife and children in Maryland, and 
ad passed from one master to another, he was 
ttiken to a plantation in South Carolina, and direct- 
ed to lodge in a cabin, which is thus described : — 

I followed my new friend to his cabin, which I fonnd 
to be the habitation of himself, his wife, and five child* 
Ten. The only furniture in this cabin consisted of a few 
blocks of wood for seats ; a short bench, made of pine 
boards, which served as a table ; and a small bed in one 
corner, composed of a mat, made of common rushes, 
spread upon some corn husksj, pulled and split into fine 
pieces, and kept together by a narrow slip of wood, con- 
fined to the floor by wooden pins. There was sL common 
iron pot standing beside the chimney, and several wood- 
en spoons and dishes hung against the wall. Several 
blankets a,lso hung against the wall upon wooden pins. 
An old box, made of pine boards, without either lock or 
hinges, occupied one corner. . 

At the time I endered this humble abode, the mistress 
was not at home. She had not yet returned from the 
field— having been sent, as the husband informed me, 
with some other people, late in the evening, to do some 
work in a field about two miles distant. I found a child 
about a year old, lying on the mat bed, and a little girl 
about four years old sitting beside it. 

These children were entirely naked, and when we 
came to the door, the elder rose Irom its place and ran to 
its father, and clasping him around one gf his knees, said, 
^ Now we shall get good supper.' The father laid his 
hand upon the head of his naked child, and stood silent- 
ly lookmg in its face—which was turned upwards to- 
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wards his own for a moment^and then turning to me, 
said, *Did yon leave an^ children at homer The 
scene before me — the question propoonded-and the man- 
ner of this poor man and his child, caused m3r heart to 
swell nntil my breast seemed too small to contain it. My 
soal fled back upon the wings of fancy to my wife's low* 
ly dwelling in Maryland — where I had been so often 
met on a Saturday evening, when I had paid them my 
weekly visit, by my own little ones, who clung to my 
knees for protection and support, even as the poor little 
wretch now belore me seized upon the weary umb of its 
hapless and destitute father, hoping that, naked as he 
was, (for he, too was naked, save only the tattered re- 
mains of a pair of old trousers,) he would bring with his 
return at evening its customary scanty supper. I was 
unable to reply, but stood motionless, leaning against 
the walls of the cabin. Mr children seemed to flit by 
the door in the dusky twilight ; and the twittering of a 
swallow, which that moment fluttered over my head, 
sounded in my ear as the infantile tittering of my own 
little boy ; but on a moments reflection, I knew that we 
were separated without the hope of ever again meeting— 
that they no more heard the welcome tread of my feet, 
and could never again receive the little gifts with which, 
poor as I was, I was accustomed to present them. I was 
far from the place of my nativity, in a land of strangers, 
with no one to care for me beyond the care that a mas- 
ter bestows upon his ox— with all mv future life one 
long, waste, barren desert, of cheerless, hopeless slavery, 
to fc^ varied only by the pangs of hunger, and the stings 
of the lash. 

A slave mother. 

As we went out in the motning, I observed several 
women, who carried their young children in their arms 
to the field. These mothers laid their children at the 
side of the fence, or under the shade of the cotton plants, 
whilst they were at work ; and when the rest of as went 
to get water, they would go to give suck to their child- 
sen, requesting some one to bring them water in gourds, 
which they were careful to carry to the field with them. 
One young woman did not, like the others, leave her 
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child at the end of the row, but had contrived a sort of 
rude knapsack, made of a piece of coarsb linen cloth, in 
which she fastened her cnild, which was very young, 
upon her back — and in this way carried it all day, and 
performed her task at the hoe with the other people. 

I pitied this woman ; and as we were going home at 
night, I came near her, and spoke to her. Perceiving 
as soon as she spoke, that she had not been brought up 
amon|;st the slaves of this plantation — for her lan^age 
was different from theirs-^I asked her why she did not 
do as the other women did, and leave her child at the end 
of the row in the shade. * Indeed,' said she, * I cannot 
leave my child in the weeds amongst the snakes. What 
would be my feeling if I should leave it there, and a 
scorpion were to bite it? Besides, my child cries so 
piteously when I leave it alone in the field, that I cannot 
bear to hear it. Poor thing ! I wish we were both in the 
grave, where all sorrow is forgotten.' 

I asked this woman, who did not wppewc to be more 
than twenty years old, how long she had been here, and 
where she came from. * I have been here,^ said she, ' al- 
most two years— and came from the Eastern Shore, I 
once lived as well as any lady in Maryland. I was bom 
a slave in the family of a gentleman whose name was Le 
Compt. - My master was a man of property — lived on 
his estate, and entertained much company. My mis- 
tress, who was very kind to me, made me her nurse, when 
I was about ten years old, and put me to live with her 
own children. I grew up amongst her daughters, not as 
their equal and companion, but as a favored and indulg- 
ed servant. I was always well dressed, and received a 
portion of all the delicacies of their table. I wanted no- 
thing, and had not the trouble of providing even for my- 
self. I believe there was not a happier being in the 
world than I was. At present, none can be more 
wretched.' 

After giving an account of previous hardships and 
perils, and how she was finally kidnapped and carried 
o£ she thus concludes her story: 

^When we commenced our journey for the South, 
we were about sixty in number. The men were chained 
together, but the women were all left quite at liberty. 
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At the end of three weeks, we reached Savannah riT«r^ 
opposite the town of Augusta, where we were sold oat 
by oar owner. Oar present master was there, and pur- 
cnased me and another woman, who has been at work in 
the field to-day. 

Soon after I was brought home, the overseer compelled 
me to be married to a man I did not like. He is a na^ 
live of Africa, and still retains the manners and religion 
of his country. He has not been with us to-day, as he is 
sick, and under the care of the elector. I must hasten 
home to get my supper, and go to rest — and glad I should 
b«, if I were never to rise again . > 

i have several times been whi|)ped unmercifully, be- 
eame I was not strong enough to do as much work with 
the hoe as the other women who have lived ail their 
lives on this pltotation, and have been accustomed from 
their infancy to work in the field. 

For a long time after I was brought here, I thought it 
would be impossible for me to live on the coarse and 
scanty food with which we are supplied. When I con- 
trast my former happiness with my present misery, I 
pray for death to deliver me from my sufferings.' 

The narrative |;ives an account of the death of thia 
poor woman, which toc^ place soon after the cod. 
TersatioQ above described. 

Flogging. 

Two slaves had been convicted and hanged for 
murder : the following nunishment was dealt out to 
one who happened to ne in the house at the time 
the murder was committed : — 

I had often seen black men whipped, and had always, 
when the lash was applied with great severity, hesra 
the sufferer cry out and bes for mercy^bnt in this case, 
Ike pain inflicted by the double blows of the hickory 
was so intense, that Bill^ never uttered so much as a 
groan ; and I do not believe he breathed fbr the space 
of two minutes after he received the first strokes. He 
shrank his body close to the tmnk of the tree^ around 
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which his arms and legs were lashed, drew his shoalders 
ap to his head, like a dying man, and trembled, or ra- 
ther shivered, in all his members. The blood flowed 
from the commencement, and in a fpw minates lay in 
small paddles at the root of the tre^. I saw flakes of 
flesh as long as my finger, fall out of the gashes in his 
•back ; and I believe he was insensible daring all the 
time that he was receiving the last two hand red lashes* 
When the whole five hundred lashes had been 
counted by the person appointed to perform this daty, 
the half dead body was unbound, and laid in the 
shade of the tree upon which I sat. The gentlemen 
who had done the whipping, eight or ten in num- 
ber, beinff joined by their friends, then came under the 
tree, and arank punch until their dinner was made ready, 
under a booth ot green boughs, at a short distance. 

Cat-hawllng. 

A whole gang of slaves had been flogged to make 
one of them confess that he had stolen a hog. Fi- 
nally, one was fixed upon as the culprit, and the 
following method taken for his punishment : — 

A boy was then ordered to get np, run to the house, 
and bring a cat, which was soon produced. The cat, 
which was a large grey tom-cat, was then taken by the 
well-dressed gentleman, and placed upon the bare hack 
of the prostrate black man, near the shoulders, and forci- 
bly dragged by the tail down the back, and along the 
bare thighs of the sofierer. The cat sunk his nails into 
the flesh, and tore ofi* pieces of the bkin with his teeth. 
The man roared with the pain of this punishment, and 
would have rolled along the ground, had he not have 
been held in his place by the force of four other slaves, 
each one of whom confined a hand or a foot. As soon 
as the cat was drawn from him, the man said he would 
tell who stole the hog, and confessed that he and several 
others, three of whom were then holding, had stolen the 
hog— killed, dressed, and eaten it. In return for this 
confession, the overseer said he should have another 
touch of the eat, which was again drawn along his back, 
not as befoEe, from the head downwards, but from below 
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the hips to the head. The man was then permitted to 
rise, and each of those who had been named by him as 
ft participator in stealing the hoi(, was compelled to lie 
down, and have the cat twice drawn along bis back — 
first downwards, and then upwards. After the termina- 
tion of this ponishment, each of the sufferers was washed 
with salt water by a bfack woman, and thej were then 
all dismissed. 

This was the most excruciating punishment that I 
ever saw inflicted on black people— and, in my opinion, 
it is very dangerous, for the claws ot the cat are poison- 
ous, and wounds made by them are very subject to in* 
flammation. 

Mefbod of ca^tnrlns , runaways* 

Occasionally, armed parties of whites go in pursuit 
of them, who make no secret of their determination to 
shoot down all that refuse to surrender — which they 
sometimes da In one instance a negro who was closely 
pursued, instead of heeding the order to surrender, 
waded into a shallow pond bevond the reach of his pur- 
suers t refusing still to yield, he was shot through the 
heart oy one of the party. This occurred near Natchez, 
but no notice was taken ot it by the civil authorities ; 
but in this they were consistent, for the city patrols or 
night watch aie allowed to do the same thing with im- 
punity, though it is authorized by no law. 

Another mode of capturing runaways is by blood- 
hounds ; this I hope is rarely done. An instance was 
related to me in Clairbome Co., Miss. A runaway w^ 
heard about the house in the night. The hotmd was put 
upon his track, and in the morning was found watching 
the dead body of the negro. The dogs are trained to 
this service while young. A negro is directed tu go into 
the woods, and secure himself upon a tree. When suf- 
ficient time has elapsed for doing this, the hound is put 
upon his track. The blacks also are compelled to worry 
them till they make them their implacable enemies ; 
and it is common to meet with doss, which win take no 
notice of whites, though entire strangers, but will suffer 
no black beside the bouse servants to enter the yard* 
Captured runaways are confined in jail till claimed by 



PRACTICAL SULTBBT. 76 

their owners. If they are not claimed within the time 
prescribed by law, they are sold at pablic sale, and in 
the mean time are employed as sca7enger€ with a heavy 
ball and chain fastened to one of their ancles. — N, y. 
Evangelist^ Jan. 31. 1835. 

Shocking ^arbaritiee. 

Yesterday at about ten o'clock, the dwelling house 'of 
a Mr. Lalaurie, corner Royal and Hospital streets, was 
discovered to be on fire, and whilst the engines were 
ocoapied in extinguishing it, it was rnmored, that se- 
veral slaves were kept chained in some of the apart- 
ments. The crowd rushed in to their deliverance, and 
amongst others, Mr. Canonge, Judge of the criminal 
court, who demanded of Mr. and Mrs. Lalaurie, where 
these poor creatures were kept, which they obstinately 
refused to disclose, when Mr. Canonge with a manlv 
and praiseworthy zeal rushed into the kitchen, which 
was on fire, followed by two or three young men, and 
brought forth a negro woman, found there chained. She 
was covered with bruises and wounds from severe flogw 
ging. All the aparcnents werethen forced open. In a 
room on the ground floor, two more were found chained 
and in a deplorable condition. Upstairs and in the gar- 
ret, four more were found chainea, some so weak as to 
be unable to walk, and all covered with wounds and 
sores. One, a mulatto boy, declares himself to have been 
chained for five months, being fed daily wkh only a 
handful of meal, and receiving every morning, the 
most cruel treatment. One of the poor slaves was rot- 
ten with sores, and in them were found numbers of liv- 
ing creatures. — J^Tew Orleavhs MercantiU Mvertiaer, 

Burning aUve* 

Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Some time during the last week, one of those outra- 
geous transactions, and we really think disgraceful to 
the character of civilized man, took place near the north- 
east boundary line of Perry, adjoining Bibb and Autau- 
ga counties. The circumstances^ we are informed b^ a 
Senileman from that county, are that a Mr. MeNeilly 
aving lost some clothing or other property of no 
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great value, the slave of a neighboring planter was 
charged with the theft. McNeilly in company with his 
brother, found the ne^ro driving his master's wagon ; 
they seized him, and either did, or were about to chas- 
tise him, when the negro stabbed McNeilly, so that he 
died in an hour afterwards. The negro was taken be- 
fore a justice of the peace, who after serious deliberation 
waived his authority, perhaps through fear, as the crowd 
of persons from the above counties had collected to the 
number of seventy or eighty men near Mr. People's, the 
Justice's house. He acted as president of the mob, and 
put the vole, when it was decided he should be immedi- 
' ately executed by being burnt to death. The sable cul- 
prit was led to a tree and tied to it, and a large quantity 
of pine knots collected and placed around him ; and the 
fatal torch applied to the pile even against the remon- 
strances of several gentlemen who were present, and 
the miserable being was in a short time burnt to 
ashes. 

This is the second negro, who has been thus burnt to 
death, without judge oi jury in that county. n-tv^ 

On the 2Sth of April, 1836, a negro was burnt alive at 
St. Louis by a numerous mob. The Alton Telegraph 
gives the following particulars : — 

All was silent as death. While the executioners were 
piling wood around the victim he said not a word. Pro- 
Dably feeling that the flames had seized upon him, he ut-« 
tered an awful howl, attempting to sing and pray : he 
then hung his head and suffered in silence, excepting in 
the following instance^ After the flames had surrounded 
their prey, and when his clothes were in a blaze all over 
him, his eyes burnt out of his head, and his mouth seem- 
ingly parched to a cinder, some one in the crowd, more 
compassionate than the re<it, proposed to put an end to 
his misery by shooting him, when it was replied, that 
would be oi no use, since he was already out of pain. 
< No ! no !' said the wretch, * I am not — I am suffering 
as much as ever. Shoot me, shoot me !' No, no, said 
one of his friends, who wasi standing about the sacri- 
fice they were roasting, he shall not be shot. I woiri4 
sooner slacken the fire if that would increase his mi- 
sery. And the man who said this was, we understand, 
an ofiicer of justice. 
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We understand, says the New Orleans Post of 
Jnj^e the Ttb, 1836, that a negro man was lately 
condemned by the mob to be burned over a slow firie, 
which was put into ezecaiion at Grand Gnlf, Mi., 
for murdering a black woman and her master, Mr. 
Qreen, a respectable citizen of that place, who attempted 
to save her rrom the clutches of this monster. 

We have been informed, says the Arkansas (Gazette 
of the 29th Oct. 1836, that the slave William, who 
murdered his master {Huskey) some weeks since, and 
Several negroes, was taken by a party a few days 
■ince from the sheriff of Hotspring and burned alive ! 
Yes, tif d up to the limb of a tree, a fire built under him 
and consumed in a slow and lingering tortuie. 

Separatioa of a WIDb f^m her Husband and ChUdren* 

Sabbath, 29th July, I went to three places of wor- 
ship, and heard most excellent preaching and fervent 
praying ; but, among all these ministers and members, 
no praver was offered for the poor slaves. But all seem- 
ed to be as happy as though the millennial day had 
ushered in. 

Nothing had occurred up to this time to mar my hap- 
piness, or to make my visit unpleasant — and if I had left 
Philadelphia, iben, I should have entertained my family 
and friends, on my return home, by relating to them the 
beauiy, the regularity, and the splendor of this great city. 
But, it was otherwise ; and I have now to relate one of 
the most painful, as well as most disgraceful transactions 
that my eyes ever witnessed, the thoughts of which make 
my blood chill and my heart sick. 

On the first of August, as I was walking in Chesnut- 
street, near the Court House, I saw many people, both 
white and colored, going in. I inquired the cause, and 
was told that a person claimed as a fugitive was to be 
tried. I went in ; but, the person claimed as property had 
been tried, and the Judge was about to deliver his opi- 
nion. The house was filled— and all seemed to be wait- 
ing with the deepe«it anxiety. Soon the door opened, and 
the Sheriff entered, followed by a/emale, whose appear- 
ance was that of a vihUe lady ; she was in ddicate circum* 
stanceft— was leaning upon the arm ofker husband ; they 
7* 
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advanced slowly, and with great anxiety upon their 
countenances, and took their seats, with their eyes fixed 
on the judge. All was silent as the grave. 

The judge now commenced with the testimony, which 
was, that this woman came to this city about five years 
ago— that during this time she was married — thatshe was 
the mother of one male child, which was said to be entirely 
whUe, and was now about two years old. After going 
through all the testimony, he seemed to come to a pause. 
This was a moment of awful suspense to this innocent 
female, as she sat trembling and pale, supported by her 
husband. Soon the judge broke silence, by pronouncing 
her a slave. No sooner had the words fallen from his 
lips, ' I must give a warrant to take you back,' than she 
screamed and fell on the floor — her cries might have 
been heard far ofif, * O, my child, my child j — O, my 
dear, dear husband, Icannot^ eoTmot leave youJ While 
her husband appeared to be trying to comfoit her, and 
was attempting to raise her up, with eyes streaming with 
grief, I heard a voice, saying, * Take her to jail.' She 
was immediately surrounded by a number of officers,, 
taken up— put into a close carriage, and hurried off, ot- 
tering the most heart-rending cries that ever fell upon 
my ears. I tamed aside to give vent to my feelings in 
a flood of tears. — Zion*s Watchman of Sept. 2, 1837. 

But it would far transcend the proper limits of this 
little work to give a thousandth part of the facts 
which might be adduced under this head. The fore- 
going, however, are sufficient to show the reader 
what American slavery is in the concrete — ^the 
wrongs which millions of our countrymen are lia- 
ble to be doomed to suffer every day, without any 
redress, or even the privilege of complaining. 

" Let sorrow bathe each blushing cheek, 
Bend piteous o'er the tortured slave. 

Whose wrongs compassion cannot speak, 
Whose only refuge is the grave." 
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CHAPTER XII. 

IMMEDIATE EMANCIPATION. 

We mean by this, 

1. That the slave owner, so far as he is person- 
ally concerned, should cease immediately to hold or ^ 
to use human beings as his property. And is there 
one slave owner in the nation who cannot do this ? 
If thejre be one, then he must be set down as non 
compos mentis^ or an idiot. Every intelligent being 
in the universe of Grod, can do right ; and no man 
in the world can be compelled by law, or circum- 
stances, to do wrong. 

2. That the master, so far as he is personally 
concerned,should immediately offer to employ those 
whom he has held as his property, as free hired la- 
borers ; he should not turn them loose upon society, 
uncared for and unprotected, but he should treat 
them as men, and give them the liberty of choice, 
whether to remain in his employ at fair wages, 
or not. 

3; So far as the State is concerned, it should an- 
nihilate the right of man to hold man as property ; 
and all who are now slaves should be immediately 
brought under the protection and restraint of suita^ 
hie and impartial laws. But the want of action on 
the part of any State government should not, and 
need not, hinder any one from doing his duty as 
above described, any more than the want of laws in 
Massachusetts should hinder any one from ceasing 
to manufacture and use intoxicating liquors. Laws 
will be enacted for the suppression of intemperance 
in each of the States, just as soon as the habits of 
the people and public opinion call for them ; nor in- 
deed would they be of much use, were they to be 
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enacted before this ; and just so with regard to 
slavery, when the habits of the people, and public 
opinion are sufficiently' set against the sin of slave- 
holding, the States where slavery exists will com- 
mence legislation upon the subject. 



CHAFTER XIII. 

EXPLANATION. 

Emancipation from slavery does not confer the right 
of suffrage, but we contend that colored persons should 
be allowed its exeicise, as soon as theypossess the qua- 
lifications required of other citizens. They should also 
be aldod and countenanced in their endeavors, by moral 
and intellectual culture, to become respectable and use- 
lul members of society. 

We do not ask that they shall be harassed, and the 
country burdened by an oppressive and vexatious system 
of apprenticeship for grown men, as in Jamaica— but 
that they shall oe employed as free laborers and paid 
equal and just wages, as in Bermuda and Antigua, 
where tkey are industrious and happy, and their em- 
plovers safe and prosperous. 

By the abolition of slaveiT we mean simply the repeal 
of the iniquitous slave code — the abolition of the un- 
righteous things wherein slavery consists — the restora- 
tion of men from the condition of * chattels' to the con- 
dition of rational beings. If there are any reasons why 
this abolition should not take place now, they are reasons 
which will be equally valid, in BllfiUvre time. And they 
are reatoru urged against the inaUeTiable rigfUa of man, and 
the immtUable laws of Ood I — R, L d, Slwery Convention, 
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C H APTEE XI V. 

PACTS DEMONSTRATING THE SAFETY OP 
IMMEDIATE AND UNCONDITIONAL 
EMANCIPATION. 

To say that immediate emascipation is not safe, is to 
say that it is not safe for human beings to obey their 
Creator. 

To deny the safety of immediate emancipation, is to 
donbt the first principles of common sense — the opera- 
tions of moral cause and efiect — And the testimony of uni- 
versal experience and history. The writings of Clark- 
son and Stewart have triumphantly established this 
Joint, and the world has been challenged in vain to pio« 
uce an instance of starvation or bloodshed, in conse- 
quence of emancipation. 

To say that immediate emancipation is not so/e, is to 
say that it.is not safe for human beings to be free I It is 
to say, what the despots of all ages and nations have 
said, and still say — that the laboring classes of mankind are 
incapable of self-government, and ought to be kept un- 
der the control of their superiors ! — R» I, A, CofMention, 

St* Domingo. ^ 

A civil war broke out in this Island* in June, 1793, 
between the republicans and planters. The latter 
called in the ^id of Great Britain ; upon which the 
republicans proclaimed immediate freedom to about 
six hundred thousand slaves, and armed them 
against their foes.' No evil consequence followed i 
every thing went on prosperously till eight years af- 
terwards, when the French planters attempted to 
reduce the blacks again to slavery. 

Gaudakmpe* 

In 1794, eigthy-five thousand slaves were set free 
in this Island, where there was a population of on- 
ly thirteen thousand whites. No disasters followed. 
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Republic of Cvolombia* 

All the slaves who had fought for this republio 
were emancipated in 1821. 

Slavery^ was abolished in Mexico in 1829. Nd 
insurrection followed as the consequetice. 

Cape Colony. 

Thirty thousand Hottentots were emancipintod 
here in 1823, with perfect safety. 

British West Indiei* 

It would much exceed our limits to give a minute 
account of emancipation in each of these islands. 
On the 1st of August, 1834^ the British Parliament 
emancipated eight hundred thousand slaves in the 
dependencies of that government. In each of 
the islands except Antigua and Bermuda, a system 
of apprenticeship was adopted : hut in these, thirty- 
four thousand six hundred and fifty slavesi were set 
instantly and unconiitionaliy free, and not the 
isdiehtest difficulty has followed. 

In the other islands, which adopted a gradual sys* 
tem of emancipation, the slaves have not done as 
well as those who were set unconditionally free, but, 
in no island has any thing occurred to confirm the; 
feurs entertained by the slaveholders on setting their 
slaves free. And hence we may boldly affirm, that 
the experiment which has now been tried for three 
years in the West India Islands, demonstrates to the 
civilized world, the duty, the safet^r of immediate, 
unconditional, and universal emancipation. 

Testimony of twenty««fl>iir Wesleyan Missionaiiei. 

ResolxUions passed at a meeting oftfie Wesleyan Missuma- 
ties of the Antigua Districtf assemHed at St, Johns^^Antigua^ 
Feb, 7, 1837. 

1. That the emancipation of the slaves of the West 
Indies, while ;t was an act of nndoabted jostice to that 
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oppressed people, has operated most favorably in fur- 
thering the trinmphs of the gospel, by removing one pro- 
lific soarce of unmerited suspicion of religious teachers, 
and thus opening a door to their more extensive labors ' 
and usefulaiess-^by furnishing a greater portion of time 
for the service of the negro, and thus preventing the con- 
tinuance of unavoidable Sabbath desecrations, in labor 
and neglect of the means of grace-^and in its operations 
as a stimulus to proprietors and other influential gentle- 
men, to encourage religious education and the wide dis- 
semination of the Scriptures, as an incentive to indus- 
try and good order. 

2, That while the a.bove statements are true with re- 
ference to all the islands, even "^here the system of ap- 
prenticeship prevails, they $ire especially applicable to 
Antigua, where the results of the great measure of en- 
tire freedom, so humanely and judiciously gtiEUited by the 
legislature, cannot be contemplated without the most de- 
vout thanksgivings to almighty Gk)d. 

(Signed) Jabies Cox, Chairman, 

JSind twenty-fmr othtra. 



PACTS DEMONSTRATING THE DANGER OF 
CONTINUED SLAVERY. 

1712* Insurrection in New York. 

1. In 1713, a plot was formed by a number of 
slaves in New York, to obtain their liberty by mas- 
sacreing the whites. They killed a number of per- 
sons, and eighteen of them were put to death for re- 
bellion. 

1720* Murder In South Carolina* 

2. A Mr. Cottle, a negro boy, and a white wo- 
man were murdered, in South Carolina, in 1720* 
Three slaves suffered dei^th as the consequence* 
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1 728* Insurrectloii in Saviumali. 

3. Aq insurrection in Savannah, Gra., in 1718, 
by the slaves. They were fired upon twice. Their 
design was to destroy all the whites in order to ob- 
tain their liberty. 

1739. Inflarrection in Antigua. 

4. A plot was formed in 1729, by the slaves in 
Antigua, to destroy thQ whites. Three of the con- 
spirators were taken and hwml alive. 

I730* Insurrection in Virginia* 

5. An insurrection of the slaves occurred in Yir- 
gina, in 1730. Five counties were in arms with 
orders to kill all the blacks who refused to submit. 

1 7 S O* Insurrection in South Carolina* 

6. In August of the same year the slaves in South 
Carolina, conspired to destroy all the whites, in or- 
der to. obtain their liberty. 

1737. Murder on shipboard* 

7. In 1731, three of the crew of a Cai>t. Scotti 
of R. I. were murdered on board the ship in which 
they were returning from Guinea with a cargo of 
slaves. 

1739* Murder on shipboard* 

8. The next year a Capt. Major of N. H., was 
murdered with the whole of his crew, by the slaves 
which he had on board. 

1734. Insurrection in Pennsylvania. 

9. In 1734, an insurrection broke out among the 
slaves in Burlington, Pa. 
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1735. Ship Dolphin blown up. 

10. The ship Dolphin, of London, was blown up 
in 1735, by the slaves on board : the whole on board 
perished. s 

1739. Three InsiiTrections In South Carolina, 

11. Three bloody insurrections occurred in S. 
Carolina, in the year 1739. In one of them which 
took place in September, twenty-five whites and 
thirty-four slaves were killed, and others gibbetted 
alive. 

1740. Insurrection in South Carolina* 

12. The next year another insurrection occur<» 
red in the same place, and twenty persons were 
killed. 

1741* DreCidfnl insurrection in Ifew York* 

13. In 1741, a dreadful insurrection broke out 
among the slaves in the state of New York. Of the 
conspirators^ thirteen were burned alivei eighteen 
hung, and eighty colonixed, in the West Indies. 

1747* Murders committed on shipboard* 

14. In 1747, the Captain and all the crew, ex* 
cept two, of a slave ship belonging to R. Island^ 
were murdered by the slaves on board. Their de- 
sire was freedom. 

1764* Two women burned alive in South Carolina* 

15. In June, 1754, two women were burnt alive 
in Charleston, 8. C, for setting fire to a building, 
Their object was to obtain their freedom. 

8 
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1755* Two men put to death in Massadiusetts* 

16. In September, 1756, two slaves were put to 
death in Cambridge, Mass., for poisoning their mas- 
ter, in order to get their freedom. 

1761* Insurrection in JTamaica. 

17. In October, 1761, an insurrection took place 
among the slaves in Jamaica. We have heard of 
no insurrection in that island since the slaves were 
9etfree. 

1761. Insurrection in Bermuda* 

18. The same year the slaves in Bermuda re- 
belled, and threatened to destroy all their masters. 
Two of the conspirators were put to death ; one was 
hanged and one burnt aiive. 

1761. Murders on shipboard. 

19. Forty slaves were killed on board an ensla- 
ver, commanded by Capt. Nichols of Boston, Mass.^ 
in 1761. 

1791. Horrors of St. Domingo. 

20. The horrors of St. Domingo are often refer- 
red to. But the great massacres, which make so 
frightful a picture in the history of this island, oc- 
curred in 1791 and 92, before the emancipation of 
the slaves had been even contemplated ; and these 
were caused by the planters and not by the slaves. 
The sudden emancipation of five hundred thousand 
slaves, in this Island, put an end to the civil war 
which had been raging with dreadful fury for more 
than two years. "The Colony," says Lacroix, 
•• marched as by enchantment towards its ancient 
splendor; cultivation prospered; and every day 
produced perceptible proof of its progress. The 
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blacks were'peaceable, the colony flourished and no 
evil consequences followed emancipation, till eight 
years after when Buonaparte attempted to reduce the 
blacks again to a state of slavery." Then it was 
that the scenes of carnage and bloodshed folio we,d> 
on the account of which we are so frequently toil 
to ** look to St. Domingo ;" and this, too, when eve- 

S' person acquainted with its history knows that 
ose scenes were caused by the cruel attempt to re- 
ducefree men to a state of slavery. 

18^2* Thirty«fiye persons put ta deafh in S. C. 

21. In July, 1822, thirty-five slaves were put to 
death in S. C. for an attempt to gain their liberty. 

lS2fl>« A JDan burned alive in S. CJarolina, 

22. A negro slave named William, is stated in 
a S. C. paper to have been biumed alive near Green- 
ville, S. Cf., for the murder of a white man. — Phit, 
Oaz,, Aug. 1825 . 

23. In 1826, sixty slaves were put to death in 
Newbern, S. C. for the same cause. 

1831* Insurrection at Southampton, Va. 

24. The insurrection in Southampton county, 
Va., is remembered, probably by the most of my 
readers. It occurred in 1831, and was headed by 
Nat. Turner, a slave, and member of the Baptist 
church. Upwards of sixty-four persons lost their 
lives in that dreadful commotion. 

The following was narrated by the Rev. M. B. 
Cox, late Missionary to Liberia, soon after the event 
occurred : 

Immediately after the insurrection above named, 
a slaveholder went into the woods, in quest of some 
of the insurgents^ accompanied by a faithful slave. 
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who had been the means of saving his life in time of 
the massacre. When- they had been some time in 
the woods, the slave handed his musket to his mas- 
ter, informing him at the same time, that he could 
not live a slave any longer, and requested him either 
to set him free or shoot him on the spot. The mas- 
ter took the gun from the hands of the slave, level- 
ed it at his breast,and shot the faithfbl negro thtough 
the heart. 

Summary of events in 1832* 

25. The following occurrences are set down to 
the credit of slavery for*the year 1832. Could one 
half the evils here enumerated, be traced to an in- 
stance of general and immediate emancipation, it 
would be thought abundantly sufGicient to decide 
the question between us and our opponents. 

William, a slave in Charleston, S. C, executed 
for wounding two white men. 

A runaway slave, to prevent being arrested, 
drowned himself at New Orleans. 

Mulatto man Philip, hung at the South for the 
murder of Mrs. Fayat. 

The slave of R. Felton, Esq. of N. C. murdered 
by another slave. 

Two slaves hung at Petersburgh,Va., for breaking 
open a counting room. 

Three slaves hung in Rowan Co. N. C. — New- 
ton, and Daniel, for ourning a barn and five horses, 
and Charles for drowning a child of Alexander Nee- 
ly» 2 years old. 

Discovery of a conspiracy amongst the slaves of 
Martinique, having for its object the destruction of 
the white inhabitants of that Island. 

A Mrs. Marks, a widow, living near Claiborne, 
Alabama, murdered by her own slave. 

A runaway slave hung at Charleston, S. C. for 
murdering Prince, a slave belonging to Col. Hunt 
by whippmg him to death. 



T>£SO/KR OF CONTINUED SLAVERY* 89 

The overseer of a plantation in the island of San- 
ta Cruz, called Golden Grove, belonging to a citizen 
of Boston, murdered by three slaves for violating 
the chastity of their wires. The slaves shot like dogs. 

A runaway slave, belonging to a Mr. Walker of 
Perry county, Alabama, caught, tied to a horse, and 
run to death, by his master. 

A slave about to be separated from hi9 wife and 
children, threw himself from a steam-boat into the 
Ohio river, and was drowned. 

A Mr. Coleman murdered at the South by two of 
his own slaves. 

More than fifty persons at Bishopsville, S. C. be- 
longing to the Union Party, poisoned at a celebra- 
tion on the 4th of July, by the cook infusing arsen- 
ic into the food. None died. The instigator of this 
foul deed, a slave, hung. 

John Puryear, a planter, living dn Athens, Gra., 
murdered his overseer. 

A Miss Denton murdered by a slave near Lan- 
caster viile, S. C. 

A Mr. Murphy killed in Florence, Alabama, by a 
slave, for chastising the wife of the slave in his pre- 
sence. Slave hung. 

Andrew Young, and his wife, of Montgomery 
county, Alabama, both murdered, in a shocking 
manner by one of their slaves. 

Three slave vessels captured by British cruisers, 
which had originally 1100 slaves on board, but of 
which they succeeded in taking only 306 to Sierra 
Leone. The kidnappers threw overboard 180 
slaves, manacled together, four of whom only were 
picked up. 

A conspiracy discovered among the slaves in Fay- 
etteville, Tennessee. Their object, it was said, was 
to set fire to some building, and amidst the confu- 
sion of the citizens, to sieze as many guns and im- 
plements of destruction as they could procure, and 

. 8* 
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commence a general massacre. — Many of them 
suffered horrible punishments. 

Another conspiracy discovered among two gold 
mining companies of slaves in North Carolina. 
Their plan was to commence at the gold mines, 
and kill all the whites there : thence one company 
was to go to Rutherfordton, the other to Morgan* 
ton, and take the towns. There they expected to 
get arms and amunition to carry on their opera* 
tions. 

A female slave hung in Norfolk for poisoning two 
colored women. 

Henry Isbell, of Bean Creek, Fairfield District, 
S. C, on receiving doubtful information that two 
runaway slaves were in the lane leading to his 
house, in the evening, went forth with gun and dogs 
to destroy them. He deliberately fired at one of 
them, and killed him. Instead of a slave, the 
victim proved to be a friend and neighbor of the 
murderer ! 

A colored man, named Thomas Mitchell, who had 
resided as a freeman two or three years in Ohio, 
on being seized by his master, precipitated himself 
from the fourth story of one of the hotels in Cincin* 
nati, in which he had been put for safe keeping, and 
expired in a few hours. 

A general insurrection of the slaves in Jamaica* 
One hundred and fifty plantations were burnt, be- 
tween two and three thousand slaves killed, and a 
large number of whites ; and the whole loss occa- 
sioned by the rebellion and attempts to suppress it^ 
valued at five millions of dollars. 

But it were useless to multiply facts of this kind* 
The reader is referred for further information upon 
this subject to Holme's Annals, and also to Lectures 
on slavery by Rev. A. A. Phelps. 

The above must be sufl&cent to convince any 
mind susceptible of conviction, that the greatest 
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danger arises, not from freedom granted, but from 
freedom withheld. 



CHAPTER XVI !• 

THE U. STATES A SLAVEHOLDING NATION. 

Thousandft of Americans now englaved In the 

United States* 

1. More than twenty thousand Americans are 
now held in slavery, by the laws of Congress, in the 
Territories and District of Columbia. 

On the 23d December, 1788, Maryland passed aa 
act, to cede to the Congress " any district in the 
State, not exceeding ten miles square, which the 
Congress may fix upon^ and accept for the seat of 
government of the United States." 

A similar act was passed by Virginia, oa the dd 
of December, 1789, in these words—. 

And the same is hereby forever ceded tp the Congress 
and Government of the United States^ inftUl and absolute 
rightf and exclusive jorisdigtion as well of soil as of per- 
sons residing or to reside thereon, pursuant to the tenor 
and EFFECT of the eighth section of the first article of the' 
Constitation. 

Accordingly, on the 16th of July^the year follow- 
ing. Congress accepted the cession of Maryland and 
Virginia, and passed a law which ordained, that 
the existing laws of those two States should re- 
main in force ** until Congress shall otherwise pro« 
vide." 

Hence, by that very act. Congress established 
slavery in the ♦•ten miles square," because it not 
only refused to revoke those laws of Maryland and 
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Virginia, by which slavery had been established 
there before, but it ordained that they should re- 
main in force till Congress should repeal them. 
The following is an extract from one of these laws ; 
it is true, it 1ms been repealed in Maryland, but it 
** BEM AiNs" in full force in the District of Columbia 
to this day : 

Every sheriff that now hath, or hereafter shall have, 
committed into his custody, any runaway servants or 
slaves, after one month's notice given to the master or 
ownsr thereof, of their being in his custo*!y, if living in 
this province, or two months' notice if living in any of 
the neighboring provinces, if such master or owner of 
soch servants or slaves do not appear within the time 
limited as aforesaid, and pay or secure to be paid, itll 
such imprisonment fees due to such sheriff from the'time 
of the commitment of such servants or slaves, and also 
such other charges as have accrued or become due to 
any person for takins: up such runaway servants or 
slaves, sach sheriff is hereby authorized and required 
Tsuch time limited as aforesaid, being expired,) imme- 
diately to give public notice to all persons, by setting up 
notes at the church and court-house doors of the eounQr 
where such servant or slave is in custody; of the time 
and place for sale of such servants or slaves, by him to 
be appointed, not less than 10 days after such time limi- 
ted as aforesaid being expired, and at such time and 
place by him appointed, as aforesaid, toftoceedto sell and 
dispose of such servant or slave to the highest bidder , and out 
of the money or tobacco which such servant or slave is 
sold for, to pay himself all such imprisonment fees as are 
his just due, for the time he has kept such servant or 
slave in his custody, and also pay such other charges, 
fee<« or reward as has become due to any person for tak- 
ing up such runaway servant or slave, and after such 
payments made, if any residue shall remain of the money 
or tobacca such servant or slave was sold for, such sheriff 
shall only be accountable to the master or owner of such 
servant or slave for such residue or remainder as afore- 
said and not otherwise.— jLato5 of Maryland, act qf 1719, 
(May session^) chap, 2. 
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And that this barbarous law is not a dekd letter^ 
there is abundant evidence to prove. I>n a memo- 
rial of the inhabitants of the District of Columbia^, 
signed by one- thousand of the most respectable citi- 
zens of the District, and presented to Congress 
March 24, 1828, then referred to the Committee oa 
the District, and on the motion of Mr. Hubbard of 
New Hampshire, Feb. 9, 1885, ordered to be print- 
ed, the following statement is introduced i 

A colored man, who states that he was entitled to free- 
dom, was taken up as a runaway slave, and lodged iik 
the jail of Washington City. He was advertised, but no 
one appearing to claim him, he was, according to law, 
put up at public auction for the payment of his jail fees,^ 
and SOLD as a slave for life. He was purchased by a 
slave-trader, who was not required to give security for 
bis remaining in the District, and he was soon shipped 
at Alexandria for one oi the southern states. An at-^ 
teftipt was made by some benevolent individuals to have 
the sale postponed until his claim to freedom could be 
investigated; but their efforts were unavailing; and 
thus was a human being solo into perpetual bondaqhs, 
at the capital of the freest government on earth, without 
even a pretence of trial, or an allegation of crime. 

Accor^ng to the testimony of Mr. Miner of 
Penn. in Congress, in 1829^ there were no less than 
five persons thus sold» in the year 1826-7. 

Special recognttion of slavery in fhe IMstHct <if 

Colombia. 

2. Slavery in the District of Columbia, has been 
acknowledged, and its existence recognized there 
by special laws of the United States. 

June 12, 1834, a bill was passed by the House of 
Representatives, giving the right to Edward Brooke^ 
a resident of the District, to bring into it two slaves, 
and retain them as his property. This bill passed 
bya¥oteofl0ato4Z 



94 17NITED STATES 

Slavery perpetuated by the property ckf the United 

»tate9» 

8. The property of the United States' Govern- 
ment is used to perpetuate slavery and the slave 
trade in this country. In 1826, Congress appropri- 
ated out of the public treasury 9^00 '*for the pur- 
pose of altering and repairing the jail in the city of 
Washington," and 810,000 to build " a county jail 
for the city and county of Alexandria." 

For what purposes those prisons are used, the 
following notices will show : — 

Notice, 

Was committed to the prison of Washingtoa Co. D.C., 
on the 19th day of May, 1834, as a runaway, a negro 
man who calls himielf David Peck. He is 5 feet 8 
inches high. Had on, when committed, a check shirt, 
linen pantaloons, and straw hat. He says he is free, and 
belongs to Baltimore. The oioner or owners, are hereby 
requested to come forward, prove him, and take him 
away, or he toill be sold for his prison a7i4 other expenses, at 

the LAW DIRECTS. JaMES WilLIAMS, 

Keeper of the Prison of Washington Co., D. C. 

For Alexander Hunter, m. d. c. 

The above is but a specimen. One keeper of 
the jail in Washington has stated that in five years, 
upwards of four hundred and fifty colored persons 
had been lodged there for safe keeping, i. e. until 
they could be disposed of in the course of the slave 
trade ; — besides nearly three hundred, who had 
been taken up and lodged there as runaways. 

Revenue received by the General Government 

from Slavery* 

4. The government of this nation receives a con- 
stant revenue, for licenses granted to slave dealers 
in the District of Columbia. 

" For a license to trade or traffic in slaves for profit, 
whether as agent or otherwise, four hwndred dollars :" — 
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The Register to " deposit all monies received from taxes 
imposed by this act to the credit of the Canal Fund. — 
CUy Laws, p. 249. •Approved by CongresSj July, 1831. 

Internal slave trade tolerated by Congress* 

5. Congress has " power to regulate commerce between 
the states/' and consequently it has control of the do- 
mestic slave trade, which is constantly producing such 
an awful amount of misery, and yet it refuses to abolish 
this nefarious trafic. — Constitution U, Slates, Art. 1. 
Sec. 8. 

Slavery Is protected by the United States' Army* 

6. Aq officer of the United States' army who was in 
thq expedition from fortress Monroe, against the South- 
ampton slaves, in 1831, speaks With constant horror of 
the scenfis which he was compelled to witness. Those 
troops, agreeably to their orders, which were to exter- 
minate the negroes, killed all that they met with, al- 
though they encountered neither resistance, nor show of 
resistance ; and the first check given to this wide barba- 
rous slaughter grew out of the ftict, that the law of Vir- 
ginia, which provides for the payment to the master of 
the full value of an executed slave, was considered as 
not applying to the cases of slaves put to death without 
trial. In consequence of numerous representations to 
this effect, sent to the officer of the United States' army 
commanding the expedition, the massacre was suspend- 
ed. — Child's Oration, 

In 1832, a company of U. S. troops were ordered 
to Newborn, N. Cf. to keep the slaves in awe, at the 
request of many ladies made to the President. 

Free-bom Americans reduced to slavery. by the 
United States' laws. 

7. Laws are now in force, enacted by Congress 
by which free-'hom citizens of this republic are re- 
duced to slavery. 

In 1820, the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress as- 
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sembled, Empowered the corporation of the cit^ of 
Washington ^'to prescribe the terms and conditions 
upon which free negroes and mulattoes may reside 
in the city." On this authority, in May, 1827, that 
corporation enacted that "every free negro or mu- 
latto, whether male or female, who may come to 
•the city of Washington to. reside, shall within thirty 
-days, exhibit to the Mayor satisfactory evidence of 
his or her title to freedom to be recorded, and shall 
enter into bonds, with two freehold sureties, in the 
penalty of $500, conditioned on his or her eood 
conduct, that they will not become chargeable to 
the corporation for the space of twelve months" — 
the bond "to be renewed every year for thbee 
YEARS. On failure of this, he or she must depart 
the city or be committed to the workhouse not ex- 
ceeding ttoelve months in any one imprisonment.'* 
^ And all negroes found residing in the city afier 
the passage of this act who shall not be able to es- 
tablish their title to freedom (except such as may 
be hired) shall be committed to the jail, as abscona- 
ing slaves." 

By this law color is made a crime, which first 
Tobs citizens of their constitutional as well as in- 
alienable rights, and is then taken as evidence that 
they are slaves; and then to crown all, a large 
posse of officers, some of them in the pay of govern- 
ment, are " charged" with the execution of the laws, 
and "forfeit ana pay for every neglect or failure a 
fine not exceeding twenty dollars." — City Lairs, p. 
198. 

The result is that free citizens are often arrested, 
plunged into prison, and then sold for their jail fees 
as slaves for life. 

This nation aflbrds no protection to fugitive 

slaves* 

8. Because no state in this Union affords protec- 
tion to any slave who may escape to its limits, for 
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defence aminst the cruel hand of the southern op- 
pressor. In every one of the •* free states," as they 
are called, fugitives from the ** vilest slavery that 
ever saw the sun," are liable to be seized by any 
ruthless white monster, and without a trial by jury^ 
or any trial at all, to be dragged off to the South, 
and reduced again to a state of interminable bond- 
age. 

Slave states admitted into the lJnion» 

9. Congress has admitted six slave states 
into the Union, without imposing any restric- 
tion upon the subject of slavery. 

Colored foreigners* 

10. The laws of the federal government prohibit 
foreigners who are colored, from becoming natu^ 
ralized citizens of the United States. 

United States* MaiL 

11. The laws of the federal government prohi* 
bit colored Americans from carrying the United 
States' Mail. 

MiUtia. 

12. The same laws prohibit colored Americans 
from being enrolled in the miltia. 

Hie entire nation reipontibie* 

IS. This nation must be considered a slaW'hoUU 
ing nation^ while Congress, composed of Senators 
and Representatives from all the States in the 
Union, possesses the power to abolish slavery in its 
capital, and refuses to exercise it. 

The Congress shall have power to exercise exdvsiM 
UgisUUion in all e^ses w/uUsoeffer, over such district, (not 
exceeding ten miles square,) as may, by cession of par* 
ticular states, and the acceptance of Congress, become 
the seat of government of the United States.— ConstUy^ 
tim U, SUOes, Art. 1. Sec. 8. 
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The honor and good fldth of this nation are i^ledled 

upon this sniyect. 

14. This nation will be considered, by the civil- 
ized world, a slaveholding ifuuioih while it refuses 
to redeem its pledge, made in the treaty of Ghent 
to do all in its power to ** abolish entirely" the tnrf'- 
fie in slavery. — 8ee Chap, xx. page 145. 

The following facts may be valuable in estimat- 
ing the guilt of America in continuing the slave- 
trade after she became independent. 

On the 20th of October, 1774, the delegates of 12 
colonies being assembled in congress in Philadel- 
phia, to devise how they might "obtain redress of 
the grievances, which threaten destruction to the 
lives, liberty and property of his Majesty's subjects 
in North America," approved and signed an agree- 
ment of ** Non-Importation, Non-Consumption and 
Non-Exportation," which they bound themselves 
and the people of the colonies which they repre- 
sented) ** under the sacred ties of virtue, honor and 
love of our country," to observe. In this solemn 
and extraordinary agreement, was the following re- 
markable clause : 

^ Article. We will neither imfort nor purchase 

ANY SLAVE IMPORTED AFTER THE FIRST DAY OF DECEMBER 
NEXT, AFTER WHICH TIME WE WILL WHOLLY DISCONTINUE 

THE SLATE TRADE, and wUl TuUher be amcemed in it our* 
»di>e8j fior wiU we hare our vesaelsy nor aeU our comsnodiUes or 
tnanufadures to those who are concerned in U, 

Bnonnons and dissraceAd abuses tolerated by this 

nlition in its capital* 

The followinp; facts are set forth in the preamble 
to some resolutions, introduced to the House of Re* 
presentatives> in 1829, by Mr. Miner, of Pa. 

Whereas the laws in respect to slavery within the 
District have been almost entirely neglected; from which 
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neglect, for nearly 30 years, have grown numerous and 
gross corruptions. 

Slave dealers gaining confidence from impunity, hare 
made the seat of federal government their head quarters 
for carrying on the domestic slave trade. 

The public prisons have been extensively used, (per- 
verted from the purposes for which they were erected,) 
for carrying on the domestic slave t^ade. 

Officers of the federal government have been employ- 
ed, and derive emoluments from carrying on the domes- 
tic slave trade. 

Private and secret prisons exist in theDistrict for car- 
rying on the traffic in human beings. 

The trade is not confined to those who are slaves for 
life ; but persons having a limited time to serve, are 
bought by the slave dealers, and sent where redress is 
hopeless. 

Others are kidnapped and hurried away before they 
can be rescued. 

Instances of death, from the anguish of despair, ex- 
hibited in the District^ mark the cruelty of this traffic. 

Instances of maiming and suicide, executed or at- 
tempted, have been exhibited, growing out of this traffic 
within the District. 

Free persons of color coming into the District, are 
liable to arrest, imprisonment, and sold into slavery for 
life, for jail fees, it unable, from ignorance, misfortunei 
or fraud, to prove their freedom. 

Advertisements beginning, * We will give cash for 
one hundred likely young negroes of both sexes, from 
ei^ht to twenty-five years old,' contained in the public 
pnnts of the city, under the notice of Congress, indicate 
the openness ana extent of the traffic. 

Scenes of human beings exposed at pubic vendue are 
exhibited here, permitted by the laws of the general go- 
vernment. - « 

A grand jury of the District has presented the slave 
trade as a grievance. 

A writer in a public print in the District has set forth 
' that to those who have never seen a spectacle of the kind 
(e|:hibite4 by the slave trade) no description can give an 
iidequate idea of its horrors.* 
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To such an extent had this trade been carried in 1816, 
that a member of Congress from Virginia introduced a 
resolution in the House, ^ That acommittee be appointed 
to inquire into the existence of an inhuman and Ulegai 
traffic in slaves carried on in and through the District of 
Columbia, and report whether any, and what measures 
are necessary for putting a stop to the same.' 



CHAPTER XVH. 

REASONS FOR DISCUSSING THE SUBJECT 
OP SLAVERY AT THE NORTH. 

1. Because it is American slavery. 

2. Because the North contributes its share to- 
wards its support. 

(1.) Its money in building prisons in the District 
of Columbia, where slaves are kept. 

, (2.) Its representatives and senators in Congress 
who virtually vote for its continuance. 

(8.) Its portion of men, christians and ministers 
of the gospel, who go to the South and become 
slaveholders. 

8. We are obligated by the United States' laws 
to deliver up slaves who esca^ to us for refuge. 

4. Because northern blood is liable to be spilt in 
case of insurrection at the South. 

5. Because the slaveholding principle exists at 
the North, as really as at the South. The continu- 
ance of the system is justified here by Christians 
and ministers, on the same ground, on which it is 
justified there, by the slaveholders themselves. 

6. We discuss this subject at the North, because 
as long as slavery exists in this nation our own lib- 
erties are insecure. See the case of Dr. Crandall, a 
citizen of N. York» who was incarcerated in Wash- 
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ingtonjailf for eight months, merely on suspicion 
of his being an abolitionist. Other citizens from 
the North have, by simply venturing to the South, 
lost both their liberty and their lives. 

7. Because it is our right and privilege to discuss 
this question. The United States and the State in 
which we live, have guaranteed to us the freedom 
of speech, and of the press. 

8L Because God has commanded his servants to 
open their mouths for such as cannot plead for them- 
selves. 

0. Because to neglect this subject would endan- 

g3r the salvation of millions of souls, for whom 
hrist died. 

10 Because slavery is a reproach to the nation 
which every lover of his country should be anxious 
to do away. 

11. Because we should do, as we would be 
done by. 

12. Because, without discussion, slavery will 
never be abolished, and it must be discussedhere or 
no where, in the nation. 



CHAPTER xyiii. 

AMERICAN SLAVE TRADE. 

The following items ma^ serve as specimens to 
show the reader how Americans in this republic are 
bought and sold. 

Specimen of a Xew Orleans advertisement; 

When we ask emancipation for slaves like those 
deter^bed Mow» we are told, that they could not 
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take care of themselves, and if emancipated, they 
would starve to death ! 

Vahublt Servants /or stile at auctioni by Isaac L, J)fCoy» 

This day Thursday ^ 27th inst,, ai 12 o'clock, at |Ae j^ 
change Ciffee Houses will be sold 34 valuable Servant*, 
viz: 

I. Harry, aged about 26 years } a first rate cartman, 
axeman and sawyer } has been accustomed to work in 
a saw-mill and wood-yard ] has been about 8 years in 
the country, and understands the care and manage* 
ment of horses, and possesses an excellent character. 

9. Qeorge, aged about 23 years; has been about 8 
years in tl^ country) is a good carter and axeman, and 
has been accustomed to work in a wood-yard and bakery. 

3. AltimorC) aged about 21 years; a first rate saw' 
er and axeman ; accustomed to work in a wood-yard, 
as been 3 or 4 years in the country. 

4. Barney, aged about 18 years; a first rate negro, 
and handy at almost all kinds of work ; his been ac« 
customed to work in a wood-yard, and has been aboat 
4 years in the country< 

5. Henry Buekner, aged about 29 years y a good axe- 
man, sawyer and field hand, accustomed to work in a 
wood-yard, and has been about six years in the country. 

6. Lewis, aged about 20 years; a first rate hand in 
a wood-yard, nn excellent butcher, a good field hand ; 
speaks French and English, and has been about 10 
years in the country. 

7. Sam Crumo, aged about 22 years ; a first rate hand 
in a wood-yard ; a carter ] speaks French and English, 
and has been about twelve years in the country. 

8. Little Ned, aged about 18 years ; a good hand for 
a wood-yard : has been one year in the country.^ 

9. Big Ned, aged about 22 years; do. 
do. do. 

10. Ben, aged about 20 years ; do. ' 
do. /do. 

II. Aaron, aged about 33 years; a first rate hand 
for a wood-yard, in which he has been employed for 
many years ; is an excellent cartman ; has been about 
15 years in the country, and speaks both languages. . 
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13. Dick Jackson, aged about 25 years; a good axe- 
man and sawyer, and an excellent hand for a wood- 
yard, to which he is accustomed, and has been one 
year in the country. 

13. Dick Morgan, aged about 39 years; a very honest, 
trusty servant; has acted as porter in a grocery store 
for several years, and has worked for several years in a 
rope walk and wood-yard ; is an excellent axeman and 
sawyer; has been in the country since a child, and 
speaks FrcHch and English. 

14. Dillard) aged about 31 years; a good cook, a 
good axeman and sawyer ; has worked about 4 years in a 
wood-yard, and has been about 4 yeais in the country. 

15. Charles Palmer, aged about 24 years ; accustomed 
to work in a wood-yard : is a good axeman, carter and 
field hand, and has been about 4 years in the country. 

16. Daniel, aged about 18 years a first rate house ser- 
vant; is very trusty; a tolerable good cook; has been 
raised in the country ; speaks French and English, and 
possesses a first rate character. 

17. Anthony, aged about 15 years ; a first rate house* 
servant; very trusty and active; a good sawyer; has 
been raised in the country, and possesses a first rate 
character. 

18. Joseph, aged about 14 years ; a first rate servant ; 
handy at all kinds of work; has been accustomed to 
work in a wood*-yard, and has been about 2 years in the 
country. 

19. William, aged about 20 years ; a good rough car- 
penter ; a good coachman: has been 5 years in the cooa* 
try : speaks French and English, the title only guaran- 
teed. 

20. Ned, aged about 39 years; a good carpenter and 
ostler; has been about 4 years in the country, and is 
subject to rheumatism. 

21. Robert, aged abont 23 years ; a rough blacksmith 
and carpenter ; handy at all kinds of work ; understands 
filing and setting saws, has been 8 years in the country, 
speaks Erench and English ; is a first rate servant, ana 
possesses a first rate character in every respect. « 

22i Peter, aged about 35 years ; is a f[rst rate overseer, 
Rndhaa always been employed in that capacity; hu 
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been for S'years in Opeloosas, and about 4 years in New* 
Orleans, is very honest and trusty, and a first rate ser- 
yant in every respect. 

23. Diana, aged about 24 years; (wife of Peter) a first 
rate house servant, washer, ironer and plaiter ; a good 
cook ; has been 5 years in the country ;. speaks French 
and English, and possesses a first late character. 

24. Malinda, aged about 24 years ; a good house ser- 
vant ; a tolerable gbod washer and ironer ; has been 
raised in the country ; and speaks both languages. 

25. Chloe, aged about 18 years : an excellent house 
servant; was born in Mobile; has been about one year 
in New Orleans, and possesses an excellent character. 

26. Daphnev, aged about 25 years ; a first rate cook, 
both in French and English style, and a good pastry 
cook; was raised in Mississippi, has been 7 years in New 
Orleans, and possesses an excellent character. 

27. Catharine, aged about 27 years, a good field hand ; 
was raised in the country ; speaks French, Spanish and 
English : title only guaranteed. 

ALSO. 
The following ORPHAN{!!) children, viz: 

28. John, aged about 12 years. 

29. James, aged about 11 years. 

30. David, aged about 9 years. 

31. vrus, aged about 9 years. They have been about 
months in the country. 

32. Yellow Alex, aged about 8 years. 

33. Black Alex, aged about 8 years. 

34. Abraham, tigea about 5 years. 

The slaves are all thoroughly acclimated, and, with 
the exceptions above stated, are all guaranteed aj^ainst 
the diseases and vices prescribed by law. 

TsascB. — One half of the purchase money payable on 
the first of May, 1835, and one half on the first of May, 
1836, for notes drawn and endorsed to the satisfaction of 
the seller, and secured by mortgage until the final pay- 
ment. The slaves will onlf be delivered after the acts 
are signed, and the notes delivered and approved. Bills 
of sale to be passed before W. Y. Lewis, Esq., Notary 
Public, at the expense of the purchaser.-^ATeto OrUtm$ 
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4mericans sold fbr the benefit of the Church, and to 
support the cause of Missions. 

In the Charleston Courier of Feb. 12th, 1835, is 
the following : 

FIELD NEGROES, bif Thomos Godsdeti, 
On Tuesday, the 17th instant, will be sold, at the North 
of the Exchange, at ten o'clock, « prime gang of ten ne- 
groes, accustomed to the culture of cotton and provisions, 
belonging to the independent cborch, in ChruPM Church 
Parish. ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ p^.Q, 

Agaui — ^In the Emancipator of May 6, 1834, is the 
following, copied from a Savannah paper: 

Bryan Superior Court, 
Between John J. Maxwell, and others,^ 
Executors of Ann Pray, complainants, 

and 
Mary Sleigh, and others. Devisees and 
Legatees, under the will of Ann Pray, 
defendants. 

A Bill, haying been filed for the distribution of the 
late of the Testatrix, Ann Pray, and it appealing that 
among other legacies in her will, is the following, viz. a 
legacy of one fourth of certain negro slaves to the Jbnericmi 
Board of Commissioners for Domestic [Foreign it probably 
should have been] Missions for the purpose of sending the 
gospel to the heathen, and particularly to the Indians of 
this continent. It is on motion of the solicitors of the 
complainants ordered, that all persons claiming the said 
legacy, do appear and answer the bill of the complain- 
ants, within four months from this day. And it is or- 
dered, that this order be published in a public Gbizette of 
the city of Savannah, and in one of the Gkizettes of Phi- 
ladelphia, once a month for four months. 

Extract from the minutes, Dec. 3d, 1832. 

dec. 8— 4m John Smith, c. s. c. b. a 

Americans sold fbr the benefit of Dr. Furman's heirs. 

We have already quoted the opinion of this Bap* 
tiBt Dr. on the subject of slavery, see page 62. 
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On the first Monday of Febiuary next, will b« put up 
at public auction before the court housCj ihe following proper- 
fjf, belonging to the estate of the late Rev. Dr. Fubman, 
viz :-» 

A plantation or tract of land on and in the Wateree 
Swamp, thi'dugh which the road passes from Stateborg 
to Columbia, consisting of 9000 acres of land of the first 
class for cotton and corn, and the finest range for stock. 

'A tract after the first quality of fine land, on the wa- 
ters of Black Riyer, within four miles of Sumpterville, 
from 600 to 800 acres. 

A lot of land in the town of Camden. 

A Library of a miscellaneous character, CHisrLT 
Theological. 

27 Negroes. 

Some of them very prime. Two mules, one horse and 
old wa£on. 

Conditions. — For the Wateree tract, one-sixth paya^ 
ble on the first of January, 1836, the balance in five equal 
instalments. For Black River land, one-half on the first 
of January, 1836, balance in 12 months thereafter. For 
the Camden lot, a credit of 12 months. For the negroei^ 
one-half on the first of January, 1836, balance on the first 
of January, 1837. For the other property, cash, bonds or 
notes, with interest annually on the whole amount, with 
peisonal security, if required. 

Jan. 17, 1835. 

Manner of carrsring on this traffic* 

Those who are transported down the Mississippi river, 
are stowed away on the decks of steamboats, maies and 
females, old and young, usually chained, subject to the 
jeers and taunts of the passengers and navigators, and 
often, by bribes, or threats, ox the lash, made subject to 
abominations not to be named. On the same deck, you 
may see horses and human beings, tenants of the same 
apartments, and going to supply the same market. The 
dumb beasts, being less manageable, are allowed the first 
place, while the hummi are forced into spare corners and 
vacant places. My informant saw one trader, who was 
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taking down to New Orleans one hundred horses, sere- 
ral sheep, and between fifty and sixty slaves. The sheep 
and slaves occupied the same deck. Many interesting 
and intelligent females were of the number. And if I 
were satisfied that the columns of a newspaper was the 
proper place to publish it, I could tell facts concerning 
the brutal treatment exercised toward these defenceless 
females while on the downward passage, which ought to 
kindle up the hot indignation of every mother, and 
daughter, and sister in the land. 

Tlie slaves are taken down in companies, varying in 
number from 20 to 500. Men of capital are engag^ in 
the traffic Qo into the principal towns on the Missis* 
Mppi river, and you will find these negro traders in the 
w-rooms, boasting of their adroitness in drivinc; human 
flesh, and describing the process by which they can 
* tame down* the spirit.of a ' refractory* negro. Remember, 
by ' refractory* they mean to designate that spirit which 
some nigh-souled negro manifests, when he fully recog- 
nizes the fact, that GK)d's image is stamped upon him. 
There are many such negroes in slavery. Their bodies 
may faint under the ioniction of accumulated wrong, 
but their souls cannot be crushed. After visiting the 
bar-room, go into the outskirts of the town, and there von 
will find the slaves belonging to the drove, crowded into 
dilapidated hutSy-'-some revellin^-^others apparently 
stupid — ^but others weeping over ties broken and hopes 
destroyed, with an agony intense, and to a free man, in- 
conceivable. Many respectable planters in Louisiana 
have themselves gone into Maryland and Virginia, and 
purchased their slaves. Thtj think it more profitable 
to do so. This shows that highly respectable men en- 
gage in this trade. But those who make it their regular 
employment, and thus receive the awfully significant 
title of ' soul drivers^* are usually brutal, ignorant, de- 
bauched men. And it is tuch men, who exercise despo- 
tic control over thousands of down-trodden, and defence- 
less men and women. 

The slaves which pass down to the southern market 
on the Mississippi river and through the interior, are 
mostly purchased in Kentuckv and Virginia. Some are 
bought in Tennessee. In the emigration they fuffer 
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grtaX hardships. Those who are driven down by landj 
travel from two huadred to a thoasand miles oil foot, 
through Keutacky, Tennessee, and Mississippi. They 
sometimes carry heavy chains the whole distance. These 
chains are vety massive. They extend from the hands 
to the feet, being fastened to the wrists and ankles by an 
iron ring round each. When chained, every slave car* 
ries two chains, — i. e. one from each hand to each foot. 
A wa^on in which rides * the driver,^ carrving coarse 
provisions, and a few tent coverings, generally accompa^ 
nies the drove. Men, women antf children, some of the 
latter very young, walk near the wagon } and if, through 
fatigue or sickness, they falter, the application of the 
whip reminds them that they are slaves. They encamp 
out nights. Their bed consuts of a small blanket. Even 
this is frequently denied them. A rude tent covers them, 
scarcely sufficient to keep oif the dew or frosty much less 
the rain. They frequently remain in this situation se- 
veral weeks, in the neighborhood of some slave-trading 
village. The slaves are subject, while on their journeys^ 
to severe sickness. On such occasions the drivers ma- 
nifest much anxiety lest they should lose thdt property I 
But even sickness does not prelrent them from hurrjring 
their victims on to market. Sick, faint) or weary, the 
slave knows no rest. In the Choctaw nation, my infor* 
mant met a large company of these miserable beings, folr 
lowing a wagon at some distance. From their appear- 
ance, being> mostly females and children, and hence not 
80 marketable, he supposed they must belong to some 
planter who was emigrating southward. He inauired 
if this was so, and if their master was taking them nome. 
A woman, in (ones of mellowed despair, answered himi 
— * Oh, no, sir, we are not going home ! We don't know 
where we are going. The specwatora have got U9 !* — ff, 
B, Stanton. 

How Americans are exposed for sale* 

Mr. Robinson, a member of the Lane Seminary, 
a citizen of Nashville, Tennessee, where he was 
graduated, and has resided, says : — 

After slaves arrive in market, they are subjected to 
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the most degrading examinationi}. The purchasers will 
roll up their sleeves and pantaloons, and examine their 
muscks and joints critically, to ascertain their probable 
strength, and will even open their mouths and examine 
their teeth, with the same remarks, and Jlhe same un- 
concern, that they would ahorse. 

The females are exposed to the same rude examina- 
tions as the men. When a large drove of slaves arrives 
in a town for sale, placards are put up at the corners of 
the streets, giving notice of the place and time of sale. 
Often they are driven through the streets lor hours to- 
gether (for the purpose of exhibiting them) exposed to 
the jeers and insults of the spectators. About a year 
since, Mr. Robinson saw about a hundred men, women 
and children, exposed for sale at one time in the market 
place at Nashville ; and while three auctioneers were 
striking them off, purchasers examined their limbs and 
bodies with inhuman roughness and unconcern. This 
was accompanied with profanity, indelicate allusions, 
and boisterous laughter. 

There are planters in the northern slave-states, who 
will not sell sla^se families, unless they can dispose of them 
all together. This they consider more humane, — as it 
in fact is. But such kindnesses are of no avail afler the 
victims come into the southern markets. If it is not just 
as profitable for the traders to sell them in families, they 
hesitate not a moment to separate husband and wife — 
parents and children, and dispose of them to purchasers, 
residing in sections of the country, remote from each 
other. When they happen to dispose of whole families 
to the same man, they loudly boast of it, as an evidence 
of their humanity. 

Separation of Families. 

Take the following facts as illustrative of the deep 
feeling of slave mothers for their children. It is furnish- 
ed me by a fellow student who has resided much in slave 
states. I give it in his own words. ' Some years since 
when travelline from Halifax in North Carolina, to 
Warrenton in the same state, we passed a large drove of 
slaves on their way to Qeorsia. Before leaving Hali- 
fax, I heard that the drivers nad purchased a number «f 
10 
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slares in that Ticinity, and started with them that morn- 
ing, and that we should probably overtake them in an 
hour or two. Before coming up with the gang, we saw 
at a distance a colored female, whose appearance and 
actions attracted my notice. I said to the stage-dri7er, 
(who was a colored man,) * What is the matter with that 
woman, is she crazy V * No, massa,' said he, ' I know 
her, it is — ^. Her master sold her two children this 
morning to the sonl-drivers, and she has been following 
along alter them, and I suppose they have driven her 
back. Don't you think it would make you act like yon 
was crazy, if they should take your children away, and 
you never see 'em any more V By this time we had 
come up with the woman. She seemed quite young. As 
soon as/she recognized the driver, she cried out, * they've 

Sne I they've gone 1 The soul-drivers have got them, 
aster would sell them. I told him I couldn't live with- 
ont my children. I tried to make him sell me too }~bnt 
he beat me and drove me off, and I gut away and follow- 
ed after them, and the drivers whipped me back : — and 
I never shall see my children again. Oh 1 what shall I 
do I' The poor creature shrieked and tossed her. arms 
about with maniac wildness — and beat her bosom, and 
literally eatt dutt into the air, as she moved towards the 
Tillage. At the laM glimpse I had of her, she was neai^ 
ly a quarter of a mile from us, still throwing handfnlls 
of sand around her, with the same phrenzied air. — JB, B. 
SttmUm, 

Pricei fyr which Amerlcani are sold* 

T)ie other day I attended a »aU of slaves in the ex- 
change. 

In one accustomed to such scenes, it excited no envia- 
ble feelings. The first spontaneous emotion of my heart 
was, that God never made men and women to be sold 
like beasts or bales of cotton, and to be sseparated from 
each other, and from their children, as I saw them se- 
]Nirated! And yet a Presbyterian minister not long 
since in a sermon preached before synod, asserted and 
attempted to prove from the Bible that * aUtoery is no sin,' 

There were 33 in the lot to be sold. As a specimen. 
1 subjoin the prices of a few. 
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Willis, 18 years old, brought $1400 

Jack, 29, 1200 

Adams, 20, 1300 

Tom, 16, 1175 

Dick, 30, 1000 

Bill, 14, 660 

Malinda, 29, 500 

CineinnaH Jowmd. 

The following corrversation between two plantersi 
one from North Carolina, and the other from Missis- 
sippi, recently occurred on board one of our splen- 
did North River Steamboats. It was given to us In 
writing, by a respectable citizen of Poughkeepsie, 
who beard it. 

J^ississippian, What is a young negro boy worth in 
North Cardinal 

Ckirolinian. They fetch a great price there. 

M, Are slaves scarce there at present 1 

C, Thev are scarce and high. Those that have slaves 
are oat of debt, and of course able to hold them, or get 
their price. 

JM, What is a negro man worth 1 

C. I purchased one a ehort time since for #750. 

M. And what are women with children worth? 

C. They are much higher in proportion to other 
slaves. 

M. Well, what woald a good likely negro boy bring 1 

C. Under fifty [pounds] they fetch nine dollars per 
POUND, that is the common price l—An. S. Record. 

The Slave Market of Ameiica. 

The following advertisements will show why the 
capital of this nation has been called ** the slave 
market of America." 

CASH FOR 200 NEGROES. 

We will give cash for two hundred likely young ne- 
groes, of both sexes, families included. Persons wish- 
ing to dispose of their slaves, will do well to give us a 
3all, as we will give higher prices in cash, than any oth 
3r purchasers who are now, or may hereafter come into 
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this market. We can at all times be found at oar resi-^ 
dence on 7th street, immediately South of the Centre 
Market Hon&e, Washington, D. C. 
September 13, 1834. Joseph W. Neil & Co. 

One of the private prisons in Washington used for 
keeping slaves is owned by W. Robey, who is alsoyen- 
l^aged in the trade. In May, 1834i a gentleman visited 
It and fell into conversation with the overseer of the 
pen. He heard the clanking of chains within the pen. 
** 0,'' said the overseer— himself a slave, " I have seen 
ffty or seveiUy slaves taken out of the pen, and the 
males chained together in pairs, and drove off to the 
South— and how they would cnr, and groan, and take 
on, and wring their hands, but the driver would put on 
the whip and tell them to shut up— so they would go off 
and bear it as well as they could. 

The standing advertisement of this house is as 
above. 

CASB FOR 400 NEGROES, 

Including both sexes, from 13 to 25 years of age. 
Persons having likely servants to dispose of will fid 
it to their interest to give us a call, as we will give higher 
prices in cash than any other purchaser who is noW| or 
may hereafler come into this market. 

FaAMmjN & Armfield. 

Jiji^xandriaf Sept, 1, 1834. 

Franklin and Armfield alone shipped to New Orleans 
during the year 1835, according to their ov^n statement, 
not less than 1000 slaves. They own brigs of about 
160 to 200 tons burthen, running regularly every thirty 
dajTs, during^the trading season to New Orleans, and 
carrying about one slave to the ton. 

Mr. Miner makes the following statement in regard 
to the jail in Washington : 

By papers furnished me by the keeper, it appears that 
there were sent to prison for safe keeping, that is, as is 
-well understood, for salf and imprisoned as runavvayst 
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Saft keeping, Jaken up as runaways, 

tn 18^, 81 53 

1825, 124 58 

1826 dL 1827, 156 101 

1828, 91 79 

452 290 

Debtors and persons chareed with criminal offences, 
of coarse, are not incladed in this statement, so that it 
wonld appear, in the last five years, more than fouf 
hundred and fitly persons had been confined in the pub- 
lic prison ol the city— a prison under the control of con* 
gress, and regulated by its laws— for sale in the process 
of the slave trade. Such, said Mr. M., is not the inten- 
tion for which the prison was erected. Pennsylvania, 
so far as she is concerned, and her means are appropri- 
ated to repair and keep up the prison, I am confident in 
saying, does not and never has intended that it should 
be used for this purpose. 

Facilities for carrying on ike trade in hnnian flealu 

Establishments are made at several places in Muryland 
and Virgif^ia, at which they are sold like caiUe. These 
j^aces of deposit are strongly buiU^ and well supplied with 
iron thumb screws and eags^ and ornamented with coW' 
skifis and other whips, oftentimes bloody. But the laws of 
the Slates permit the traffic, and it is suffered. — Nile*s 
Register, vol. 35, p. 4. 

The schooner Fell's Point, Capt. Stagg, has been 
seized at New Orleans for smuggling slaves into New 
Orleans from the West Indies, and the Captain^uper- 
cargo and crew, were cast into prihon for trial. The 
supercargo is said to be an old offender, and possibly 
now is about to meet with some reward for his black 
crimes.— iViZfs' Register, Aug. 27, 1825. 

In a very late work entitled "Transatlantic 
Sketches, comprising visita to the most interesting 
scenes in North and South America and the West 
Indies, with notes on negro Slavery and Canadian 

10* 
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Emigration, by Capt. J. E. Alexander, of the Bri* 
tish Army, London, 1883," we find the following 
passage : 

The most remarkable <riicQmstaiice connected with 
slavery in America is the following. A planter in 
Louisiana, of iorty years standing, assured me that there 
are a set of miscreants in the city of New Orleans, who 
are connected \(^ith the slave tracers 6f Cuba, and who 
at certain periods proceed up the Mississippi as far as 
the Fourche mouthy which they descend in large row 
boats, and meet off the coast slave ships. These they 
telieve of their cargoes, and returning to the main 
stream of the Mississippi, they drop down it in covered 
flat bottomed boats or arks, and dispose of the negroes to 
those who want them. — Vol. 3. p. % 

Sale of Americans at auctioii* 

Dnrine my sojourn in the capital of Virginia, (United 
States,) f was a witness, for the first time in my life, of 
a scene as degrading to human nature, as productive of 
horror and disj^ust to the friends of humanity; the fol- 
lowing advertisement having been inserted for several 
days successively in the news-papers : 

Monday next, at 9 A. M. at public sale, the slaves 
whose names follow, all negroes of the first quality, 
namely t ''Betsy^ a negro woman^ twenty-three vears of 
age. with her child Caesar, three years old} an excellent 
cook, washer and ironer } warranted healthy. Julia, a 
mulatto girl, aged thirteen, robust and active, a g(^d 
field laborer ; with the exception of a slight defect in the 
left eye, she is without fault. Augustus, a negro lad, 
six years of age, qualified to become an excellent domes* 
tic ; without defect. The aforesaid slaves will be sofd 
without reserve to the highest bidder, and the purchaser 
will be able to obtain credit for two or even four months, 
upon good security." 

I was anxious to l)e present at such a strange com- 
mercial transaction I and I was there ptmciually. In the 
tnidst of various articles exposed for sale, r^nch as pots, 
|ianS| beds, chairs, books, &c. dto., wera seated the im« 
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happy slaves, all crowded together, and all, as one 
would imagine, appropriately clothed. The poor mo> 
ther, with her child in her arms, was the first object 
that drew my attention. The auctioneer had placed her 
in such a manner, that she and her infant should be the 
first object seen by those who entered the maiket. The 
customers, as they entered, cast their eyes upon the group 
so worthy of pity, to satisfy their curiosity, and exam-* 
ined them as if they were gazing at some chef d^ceuvre 
produced by the chisel of Canova. I could not help 
shuddering with indignation, in considering the indif- 
ference and gross rudeness with which these insensible 
men treat their slaves. Betsy was the only one who ap^ 
peared to feel all the rigors of her situation ; her e^yes 
remained constantly fixed upon her inlant, and it she 
raised them for a moment, it was to obey the order of a 
purchaser, who wished, probably, to assure himself that 
they were strong enough to support labor by day and by 
night; but she nad scarcely yielded to his injanciion, 
ere they fell again upon the miserable infant which re- 
posed on her lK>som ; she even replied to all their ques- 
tions without raising her eyes to the person by whom she 
wa^ addressed. 

It was not the same, however, with the other slaves ; 
they smiled at every jest, and their large white eyes, 
like brilliants fastened to their foreheads, sparkled with 
joy at the gay conversation and at the witty remarks* — * 
oftbe gentlemen who had come hither with the inten- 
tion of purchasing human beings at a fair price. But 
the moment of the sale approaching, and several per- 
sons were assembled in the hall : the crier invited them 
to come out, and upon a table placed before the door in 
the middle of the street, was exposed one of the slaves, 
who were for sale. 

Betsy and her child had the honor of figuring first. 
The crier stood upon a chair placed near. I disco* 
vered in the crowd a dozen negroes at least, who pass- 
ing at the time, were drawn by curiosity to approach, 
and appeared to follow with attention the progress of 
the sale; I could not forbear sympathizing with the un* 
happy beings, in reading upon their countenances the 
interest with which their companions in miMery inspired 
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them. " Let us proceed, gentlemen," cried the seller of 
human flesh in a stentorian voice j — " let us proceed^ 
a woman for sale !" 

''An excellent woman ; not a fault ! and a little boy in 
the bargain. How much for the mother and child — 
250 dollars ; very well, sir, S250 to begin. Some one 
has bid $250. Truly, gentlemen, they sell cattle for a 
larger price ; $250 ; look at these eyes, examine these 
limbs— shall I say S260 1 Thanks, gentlemen, some one 
has bid $260. It seems to me that I heard $275 ;— go on 
gentlemen ; I have never sold such a bargain. How { 
§280 for the best cook, the best washer and the best 
dressmaker in Virginia 1 Must I sell her for the mise- 
rable price of $280 "i $300 ; two gentlemen have said 
$300. Very well, gentlemen ; I am happy to see you 
begin to warm a little ; some one bid 310^310, going^^ 
330—335—340—340, going — upon my honor, gentlemen, 
it is indeed a sacrifice to lose so good a cook ; a great 
bargain for $340. Reflect upon it a little, and do not 
forget there is a little boy in the bargain.*' 

Here our auctioneer was interrupted in his harangue 
by one of his customers, a man whose appearance had 
inspired me, from the first moment, with a feeling of 
hAfror, and who, with the indifieience and sang froid of 
an assassin, made to him the following observation : 
" As for the negro child, it is good for nothing ; it is not 
worth a day's nourishment, and if I have the mother, I 
will give away the child very quick; the first bidder 
will be able to have it at a cheap bargain." 

I glanced at the unfortunate mother, anxious to sec 
what efiect this barbarous proposal would have upon 
her. She did not speak, but a profound sadness was 
impressed on her countenance. The little innocent 
which she held in her arms, fixed his large eyes upon 
her, as if saying, " mamma, why do you weep r' Then 
he turned towards the witnesses of this heart-rending 
scene, with an expression that seemed to ask, what they 
had done to his mother to make her weep so bitterly. 
No, never will this moment escape my memory ; it has 
confirmed me for all my life in the horror that 1 already 
felt at this infamous traffic. The auction continued, 
and finally the critr, striking a heavy blow with a ham- 
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mer, pronounced the award; to Mr. for $360. 

The victim desceoded from the table and was led away 
by the purchaser. The other slaves were sold in the 
same manner as poor Betsy. Julia was sold at $326, 
and Augustus at $105. They both fell to the same in- 
dividual who had purchased the iormer lot. — Travels of 
JLrforedson, 

Bxtent of this traffic* 

According to New Orleans papers, there were import* 
ed into that port, during the week commencing on the 
16th ult., from various ports in the United States, 371 
slaves^ principally from Virginia.-^ iVi/e^' JRegisUr, Oct, 
22, 1831. 

Supposing the above to be an average number, it 
would follow that the Domestic maritime Slave 
Trade supplies New Orleans with no less than twen- 
ty thousand slaves every year, three times the annu' 
dl importcUion from abroad into the United Stateif 
when the foreign trade vas most brisk. 

If to this number w6 add ten thousand for those 
landed in other states and territories, without touch- 
ing at New Orleans, and twenty thousand for ffh 
inland trade, it will make a total of fifty thousand 
men, bought and sold like swine in this profeissedly 
christian nation, every year. 

It is stated in the Natchez Courier, that during 
the year 1836, no less than two hundred and fifty 
thousand slaves were carried into Mississippi^ Ala- 
bama, Louisiana and Arkansas. Well hath the 
Great and Just One, said, ^ shall not txij soul be 
avenged on such a nation as this ?" 



118 ABOLITIONISTS. 

CHAPTER XIX. 

ABOLITIONISTS^ 

Their principles* 

1st We hold that Congress has no right to abolish 
slavery in the southern states. 

2d. We hold that slavery can only be lawfully abolish* 
ed by the legislatures of the several states in which it 
prevails, and that the exercise of any other than moral 
influence to induce such abolition, is nnconstitntional. 

3d. We believe that Congress has the same right to 
abolish slavery in the District of Columbia, that the 
state governments have within their respective jurisdic- 
tions, and that it is their duty to ef^ce so foul a blot from 
the national escutcheon. 

4th. We believe that American citizens have the 
right to express and publish their opinions of the con- 
stitutions, laws and institutions of any and every state 
and nation under Heaven ; and we mean never to sur- 
render the liberty of speech, of the press, or of conscience 
^^lessings we have inherited from our lathers, and 
which we intend as far as we are able, to transmit un- 
impaired to our children. 

5th. We have uniformly deprecated all forcible at- 
tempts on the part of the slaves to recover their liberty. 
Ana were it in our power to address them, we would ex- 
hort them to observe a quiet and peaceful demeanor, 
and would assure them that no insurrectionary molre- 
ment on their part, would receive from us the slightest 
aid or countenance. 

6th. We would deplore any servile insurrection, both 
on account of the calamities which would attend it, and 
on account of the occasion which it might furnish of in- 
creased severity and oppression. 

7th. We are charged with sending incendiary publi- 
cations to the South. If by the term incendiary is meant 
publications containing arguments and facts to prove 
slavery to be a moral and political evil, and that dutj 
and policy require its immedii^te abolition, the charge is 
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true. But if this term is used to imply publications en- 
couraging insurrection, and designea to excite the slaves 
to break their fetters, the charge is utterly and unequi- 
vocally false. 

8ch. We are accused of sending our publications to 
the slaves, and it is asserted that tneir tendency is to ex- 
cite insurrections. Both the charges are false. These 
publications are not intended for ihe slaves, and were 
they able to read them, they would find in them no en- 
couragement to insurrection. 

9ih. We are accused of employing agents in the slave 
stales to distribute our publications. We have never had 
one such agent. We have sent no packages of our pa- 
pers to any person in those States for 'distribution, ex- 
cept to five respectable resident citizens, at their own 
request. But we have sent, by mail, single papers ad- 
dressed to public oflBicers, editors of newspapers, clergy- 
men and others. If, therefore, our object is to excite the 
slaves to insurrection, the masters are our agents ! 

lOih. We believe slavery to be sinful, injurious to this 
and every other country in which it prevails ; we believe 
immediate emancipation to be the duty of every slave*> 
holde'*, and that the immediate abolition of slavery, by 
those who have the right to abolish it, would be safe and 
wise. These opinions we have freely expressed, and 
we certainly have no intention to refrain from expres- 
sing them in future,and urging them upon the conscience 
and hearts of our felluw-citizens who nold slaves or apo- 
logize for slavery. 

Uth. We believe that the education of the poor is re- 
quired by duty, and by a regard for the permanency of 
our republican institutions. There are thousands and 
tens of thousands of our fellow-citizens, even in the free 
States, sunk in abject poverty, and who on account of 
their complexion, are virtually kept in ignorance^ and 
whose instruction in certain cases is actually prohibited 
bylaw! We are anxious to protect the* rights and to 
promote the virtue and happiness of the colored portion 
of our population, and on this account we have been 
charged with a design to encourage inter-marriage be- 
tween the whites and blacks. This charge has been re* 
peatedly, and is again denied, while we repeat that the 



tendencj of oar sentimeiits is to pal ui end to the crimi* 
aal araiI|;miiiatioo thmt prcTmils wherever slavery exists. 

ld:h. We are accused ol acts that tend to a dissolu- 
tioQ ot the UaioQ, and eren of wishing to dissolve it. 
We hare never " calculated the value of the Union," 
because we believe it to be inestimable ; and that the 
abolition of slavery will remove the chief danger of its 
dissolution ; and one of the many reasons why we cher- 
ish and will endeavor to preserve the Constitution is, 
that it restrains Congress from maldng any law abridg- 
ing the freedom of speech or of the press. 

Such, fellow-citizens, are our principles. — Are they 
imwonhy of republicans and of Christians 1 — Ex. Com. 
9ftke ± Am. Slavery SocUty, New York, iSep«. 5, 1835. 

Oiyecta. 

The object of this Society is the entire abolition of 
slavery in the United States. While it admits that each 
Slate in which slavery exists, has, by the Constitution of 
the United States, the exclusive right to legislate in re- 
gard to its abolition in said state, it shall aim to convince 
all our fellow citizens, by arguments addressed to their 
understaDdin?s and consciences, that slaveholding is a 
heinous crime in the sight of God, and that the duty, 
safery, and best interest^ of all concerned, require its- 
immediate abandonment^ without expatriation. The So- 
ciety will also endeavor, in a constitutional way, to in- 
fluence Congress to put an end to the domestic slave 
trade, and to abolish slavery in all those portions of our 
common country, which come under its control, espe- 
cially in the District of Columbia, and likewise to pre> 
vent the extension of it to any state that may be hereaf- 
ter admitted to the Union. — Constitution of ike A, A. StO" 
very Society^ Art, ii. 

This Society shall aim to elevate the character and 
condition of the people of color, by encouraging their in- 
tellectual, moral and religious improvement, and by re- 
moving pablic prejudice, that thus they may, according 
to their intellectual and moral worth, share an equality 
With the whites, of civil and religious privileges; but 
this Society will never, in any way, countenance tht op* 
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pressed in yindicating their rights by resorting to physi- 
cal force.— /iJ; Art. ill. 

Measures* 

1. To treat all men as men, — as immortal beings 
made in the image of the glorious God. 

2. To pray for the enslavers and the enslaved. 

3. To obtain and spread light upon the sin and 
evils of American slavery, by open, free. Christian- 
like discussion — by speaking tne truth in love for 
all persons, and on all occasions. 



CHAPTER XX. 

CONSTITUTION OP THE UNITED STATES. 

The following are all those parts of the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, which have been supposed, 
in any way, to relate to the subject of slavery, or 
which can bo consistently brought to bear upon it. 

Art. I. Sec. 2. TViird clause, — Representatives and di- 
rect taxes shall be apportioned among the several states 
whic^ may be included within this Union, according to 
their respective numbers, which shall be determined by 
adding to the whole number of free persons, including 
those bound to service for a term of y«ars, and excluding 
Indians not taxed, three-fifths of all other persons. , 

Sec. 8. Among the enumerated powers of Con- 
gress is the following, which^ gives it full authority 
to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia, viz : 

The Congress shall have power to exercise exclusive 
legislation, in all cases whatsoever, over such district 
(not exceeding ten miles square) as may, by cession of 
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particular states, and the acceptance of Congress, be- 
come the seat of the government of the United States. 

A similar power also extends to the territories as 
appears from Art. IV. Sec. 3. 

The Congress shall have power to dispose of, and 
make all needful rules and regulations respecting the 
territory and other property belonging to the United 
Slates, &c. 

Art. IV. Sec. 2. TTiird clause.—No person held to ser- 
vice or labor in one state, under the laws thereof, escap' 
ing into another, shall, in consequence of any law or re* 
gulation therein, be discharged from such service or la- > 
Dor, but shall be delivered up on claim of the party to 
whom such service or labor may be due. 

The case of a fugitive from slavery ia the Uni- 
ted States differs, from a fugitive from justice, in this 
respect ; that the latter is to be delivered up **on de- 
mand of the executive authority of the state from 
which he fled, to be removed to the state having 
jurisdiction of the crime ;" — ^there he is to be tried, 
on principles of law and evidence common to all 
the states. But a person may be claimed as a fu- 
gitive slave, no trial whatever, after removal, being 
contemplated, or possible. It is therefore, evident 
that the states cannot protect their ovm citizewt, un- 
less the claimants of fugitive slaves are compelled 
to substantiate their claims before a jury by due 
process of law. But Congress has thought fit to le- 
gislate on this subject, and to yield to the claimant 
any person he may please to arrest as property, 
provided proof be made to the satisfaction ^ any 
magistrate whom the claimant may select. The law 
IB as follows : 

Sec. 3. And be it further eihoctedf That when a person 
held to labor in any of the United States, or in either of 
the territories on the northwest or south of the river 
Ohio, under the laws thereof, shall escape into any other 
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of the said states or territory, the person to whom such 
labor or service may be dae, his agent or attorney is 
hereby empowered to seize or arrest such fugitive from 
labor, and to take him or her before any judge of the 
ciicuit or district coarts of the United States, residing or 
being within the state, or before any magistrate of a 
county, city, or town corporate, wherein such seizure or 
arrest shall be made, and upon igroof to the satisfaction, 
of such judge or magistrate, either by oral testimony or 
affidavit, taken before and certified by a iaa,g}sl/raU of 
any such state or territory, that the person so seized or 
arrested, doth, under the laws ot the State or territory 
from which he or she fled, owe service or labor to the 
person claiming him or her, it shall be the duty of such 
judge or magistrate to give a certificate thereof to such 
claimant, his agent c^r attorney, which shall be sufficient 
warrant for removing the said fugitive from labor, to the 
state or territory from which he or she fled. 

Now compare this Act of Congress with Art. xii» 
the Constitution, (^Amindm&nXs^ which reads thus : 

In suits at common law, where the value in contro- 
versy shall exceed twenty dollars, the rig[ht of trial by 
jury shall be preserved ; and no fact, tried \ij a jur^ 
shall be otherwise re-examined in any court of the uni- 
ted States, than according to the rules of the common 
law. 

From this it is perfectly clear, that the foregoing 
Act, is not only unconztUvXwnal^ but directly sul^ 
versive of the state rights. 

The following clause in the Constitution empow- 
ers Congress to abolish the internal slave trade : 

Congress shall have power — to regulate commerce 
among the several states.— J.f^. /. Sec. 8. 

Were the slave trade abolished which is now car- 
ried on between the different states, slavery could 
not continue in this nation but a short time. See 
next chapter. 
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CHAPTEK ZXI. 

UNITED STATES LAWS AGAINST THE 
SLAVE TRADE. 

Foreign stave trade* 

Sec. 4. And be it fu/rther enacted^ That if any citizen 
of the United States, beiug of the crew or ship's compaay 
of any foreign ship or vessel engaged in the slave trade, 
or any citizen, or vessel owned in the whole or part^ or 
navigated for, or in behalf of any citizen of the United 
States, shall land, from any such ship or vessel, and on 
any foreign shore seize any negro or mulatto, not h^ld 
to service or labor by the laws of either of the states or 
territories of the United States, with intent to make such 
negro or mulatto a slave, shall decoy, or forcibly brine 
or carry, or shall receive such negro or mvlatto on board 
any s^ch ship or person whatever , being of the crew or ship^s 
company of any ship or vessel, with intent as aforesaid, 
such citizen or person shall be adjudged a PIRATE, 
and on conviction thereof, before the circuit court of the 
United States, for the district wherein he may be brought 
or found, shall suffer DEATH. — Approved^ May 15, 
1820. 

Sec. 2. Jind be it further enacted^ That if any citizen 
of the United States, being of the crew or ship's company 
of any foreign ship or vessel engaged in the slave trade, 
or any person whatever, being of the crew or ship's com^* 
pany, ot any ship or vessel, owned wholly or in part, m 
navigated for, or in behalf of any citizen or citizens of 
the United States, shall forcibly confine^ or detain, or 
aid and abet in forcibly confining, or detaining, on board 
such ship or vessel, any negro or mulatto, not held to 
service by the laws of eith^ of the states or territories 
of the United States, with intent to make such negro or 
mulatto a slave, or shall, on board.any such ship or vessel 
offer or attempt to sell, as a slavej any negro or mulatto 
not held to service as aforesaid, or shall, on the high 
seas, or any where on tide water, transfer to deliver over 
to any other ship or vessel, any negro or mulatto, not 



tmiTSD states' LAWSf &c. 125 

held to service as aforesaid, with intent to make such 
negro or mulatto a slave, or shall land, or deliver on 
shore, from on board any sach ship or vessel, any such 
negro or mulatto, with intent to make sale of, or having 
previously sold, such negro or mulatto, as a slave, sucn 
citizen, or person shall be adjudged a pmiTE, and on 
conviction thereof, before the circuit court of the tTnit- 
ed States for the district wherein he shall be brousrht. or 
found, shall suffer deatb. — Approved, May, 15, 1820. 

American slave trader 

From the following extracts it will be seen, that 
the domestic slave trade, also now carried on in 
this nation, is most explicitly condemned by the law 
of these United States. 

Whereas, the trafic in slaves is irreconcilable with the 
principles of humanity and justice, and whereas, both 
His Majesty and the United States are desirous of coU" 
tinning their ejQfort^ to promote its fi^rmE abolition, it is 
hereby agreed that both the contracting parties sAaiZ use 
their best endeavors to accomplish so desirable an object. 
— TVeo^ of peace between His Britannic Majesty and Jhe 
United States of America signed at Giant , Dect §4, 1814. 
Art. z. 

This treaty shall be binding to both parties.-^Mf* Art, xu 

Now compare the above with the following : — 

All treaties made, or which shall be made, under the 
authority of ihe United States, shall be the supreme law 
OF THE LAND ; and the judgcs in every state shall be bound 
thereby, any thing in the Constitution or laws of any 
state to the contrary notwithstanding.-^ Constitution of the 
United States, Art, vi. 

Hence it appears, that the ** supreme law" of 
this land is opposed to the ** traffic in slaves," and 
the good fatth of the United States is PLEDaEd to 
promote its ** entire abolition.'*' 

11* 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

FREEDOM DP SPEECH AND OF TEWS PRESS. 

The following extracts from the United States' 
Constitution, and from the Bills of Rights, and Con- 
stitutions of the several states, will show how high 
an estimate was once put upon the freedom of 
speech and of the press, hy the fatheis of our coun- 
try. 

CoDgress* 

Congress shall make no law respecting the establish- 
ment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise there- 
of ; or abridging the freedom of speech or of the press ; or 
the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to 
petition the government for a redress of grievances. — 
ConstitAdion U. S. Art, ill. Amendmenis, 

Maine* 

Every citizen may freely speak, write and publish 
his sentiments on any siibject, being responsible for 
the abuse of this liberty. No laws shall be passed 
regulating or restraining the freedom of the press. 

Massachusetts* 

The liberty of the press is essential to security of 
freedom in a state ; it ought not, therefore, to be re* 
strained in this commonwealth. 

New Hampskire* 

The liberty of the press is essential to the security 
t>f freedom in a state ; it ought, therefore, to l>e in- 
violably preserved. 

Vermont* 

The people have a ri^ht to a freedom of speechi 
^and of writmg and publishing their sentiments con* 
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cerning the transactions of government, and there- 
fore the freedom of the press ought not to be re- 
trained. 

jl Connecticut* 

Every citizen may freely speak, write, and pub- 
lish his sentiments on all subjects, being responsible 
for the abuse of that liberty. 

No law shall ever be passed to curtail or restrain 
the liberty of speech or of the press. 

New York. 

Every citizen may freely speak, write, and pub- 
lish his sentiments on all subjects, being responsible 
for the abuse of that ri^t ; and no law shall be 
passed to restrain or abridge the liberty of speech, 
or of the press. In all prosecutions, or indictments 
for libels, the truth may be given in evidence to the 
jury : and if it shall appear to the jury, that the 
matter charged as libellous is true, and was publish- 
ed with good motives, and for justifiable ends, the 
party shall be acquitted, and the jury shall have the 
right to determine the law and the fact. 

Pennsylvania* 

The printing presses shall be free to every per- 
son who undertakes to examine the proceedings of 
the Legislature, or any branch of government ; and 
no law shall ever be made to restrain the right 
thereof. The free communication of thoughts and 
opinions is one of the invaluable rights of man ; and 
every citizen may freely speak, write, and print on 
any subject, being responsible for the abuse of that 
liberty. 

Delaware* 

The press shall be free to every citizen who un- 
dertakes to examine the official conduct of men act* 
ing m a public capacity ;• and any citizen may print 
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on any such subject, being responsible for the abuse 
of that liberty. • 

Maryland. 

The liberty of the press ought to be inviolably 
preserved. 

Virginia* 

The freedom of the press is one of the great bul- 
warks of liberty, and can never be restrained but 
by despotic governnaents. 

North Carolina. • 

The freedom of the press is one of the great bul- 
warks of liberty, and therefore ought nev^ to be 
restrained. 

South Carolina. 

The trial by jury, as heretofore used in this state, 
and the liberty of the press, shall be for ever invio- 
lably preserved. 

Georgia. 

Freedom of the press, and trial by jury, as here- 
tofore used in this state, shall remain inviolate y and 
DO ex post facto law shall be passed. 

Kentucky, Tennessee, Indiana, Ltouisiana, and Illinois. 

The printing presses shall be free to every person 
who undertakes to examine the proceedings of the 
legislature, or any branch of government ; and no 
law shall ever be made to restrain the right thereof. 
The free communication of thoughts and opinions is 
one of the invaluable rights of man ; and every cit- 
izen may freely speak, write, and print on any sub- 
ject, being responsible for the abuse of that liberty. 
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Ohio. 

The printing presses shall be open and free to 
every citizen who wishes to examine the proceed- 
ings of any branch of government, or the conduct 
of an^ public officer ; and no law shall ever restrain 
the right thereof. Every citizen has an indurouta- 
ble right to spcsak, write, or print upon any subject, 
as he thinks proper, being liable for the abuse d 
that liberty. . 

MisaissiiipL 

Every citizen may freely speak, write, and pub- 
lish his sentiment on all subjects, being responsible 
for the use of that liberty. 

No law shall ever be passed to curtail or restrain 
the liberty of speech or of the press. 

Alabama* 

Every citizen may freely speak, write, and pub- 
lish his sentiments on all subjects, being responsible 
for the abuse of that liberty. 

Missouri* 

The free communication of thoughts and OTinions 
is one of the invaluable rights of man ; and every 
person may freely speak, write, and print on any 
subject, bemg responsible for the abuse of that 
liberty. 



CHAPTER XXIII. 

OBJECTIONS ANSWERED. 

1. **The Bible recognizes, and of course in some 
circumstances, justifies slavery." 

One sentence is sufficient to dispose (^this argu- 
ment. Slave holden refuse the Bwle to ikew iUne$. 
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Strange that they should fear to add moral chains to 
the physical I 

2. '* Abolitionists are too sweeping in their de- 
nunciations. Slavery is not always, as they affirnit 
a sin, because slaves are often treated with kind- 
ness." 

So are horses. Is it right to put a man to the 
place of a horse, provided that horse is a beloved 
and favorite one ? And would you judge it kind 
treatment, if you were, under aiiy circumstances, 
robbed of your liberty, and bought and sold like a 
beast? 

3. " The slaves are unfit for freedom," 

Are they all unfit ? If not, then you must be an 
immediate abolitionist in regard to those who are 
fit. If they are, then how can any of them ever be 
made fit, for some, nay, many of them, have already 
enjoyed long enough, all the possible influences 
which can be supposed to fit men for freedom while 
in a state of slavery. 

4. ** Slaves are paid wages, inasmuch as they re- 
ceive from their masters fwd and clothing." 

**It takes two to make a bargain." You might as 
well call the grease a man puts on his cart wheels, 
the wages of the ox and of the cart, as to call the 
food and clothing of the slave his wages. 

5. "Many slaves have religious privileges. Their 
masters labor for the salvation of their souls." 

So long as the slaves are kept in ignorance of the 
Bible, and of their own rights as men, and conse- 
quently of their duties to God and man ; and so 
long as their persons and purity are not protected 
either by public opinion or by the laws, their piety 
must be of a doubtful character. 

6. " Many would not take their freedom if it were 
oflfered them." 

Fairly and constantly give a man the option of 
liberty, and he can no longer be your slave. He 
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may still be tl^e slave of unjust laws, the victim of a 
wicked public seDtiment, but he is not your slave, 
though he may choose to serve you under tlmt name. 
Abolitionists do not trouble themselves about voluU' 
tary self-sold slaves : there are millions who loould 
take their freedom if they could get it. 

7. "The slaves are better oflf than the free 
blacks." 

According to our Declaration of Independence, 
every man has the right to be his own judge about 
his own ** happiness. " Now the question with us, 
is not whether the free blacks are happier, but 
whether they feel happier than they would in slave- 
ry. If not, It is the plainest thing m the worldt that 
they would become slaves, as they may easily do 
anv day. 

8. "The slaves in this country are better oflF 
than they would have been had they been leA in 
Africa." 

This may be true, and yet no thanks be due to 
slavehblders for it. Those who kidnapped men on 
the coast of Africa did it to make merchandize of 
them. Those who purchased them, did it not to 
make Christians of them, but to receive the benefit 
of their labor. Hence the crucifiers of Christ are 
entitled to as many thanks for the salvation of souls; 
as slaveholders are for any benefit which slaves 
may derive from being enslaved. 

9. "The slaves have been 'entailed* upon slave- 
holders." 

If slaves have been entailed upon slaveholders, 
we know from observation, that they are very will- 
ing to receive and retain the entailment. Why, 
then, should they complain ? 

10. " Slaveholders know that slavery is a curse, 
and are opposed to it, but cannot get rid of it." 

If they know it to be a curse, they seem not to 
believe that their slaves are curses, or, if they do 
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they are very loth to part with curses. When one 
runs away instead of calling in their friends to re- 
joice with them, they make chase with all possible 
speed after the poor cursea, and sometimes offer 
nhy, a hundred, two hundred, or even five hundred 
dollars reward to any man who will take up and 
confine the curse until they can ^et it again. 

11. " The slaves would cut their masters' throats 
if emancipated." 

If they do so^ it must be to get out of freedom, 
and according to this objection, there is more dan- 
ger of the slaves killing their masters to get back 
mto slavery, which may be done without any kill- 
ing, than to get out of slavery, which often cannot 
be done without killing ! To be serious, an objec- 
tion so disgraceful to human nature should not be 
brought forward without some fact to stand on. To 
the honor of our species, we are bold to say no such 
fact ever has been, or ever will be. See the his- 
tory of|^all past emancipations,especially of 800,000 
slaves m the British Colonies on the 1st of August, 
1834. 

12. " The slaves if emancipated would not work." 
Well, what if they would not ? Who has a right 

to compel Uiem to work? Who made the slave- 
holder the executioner of Grod*s sentence, that 
man shall eat bread in the sweat of his face% Not 
Grod, surely, for the slaveholder is himself a rebel 
against that sentence, eating his bread in the sweat 
of other people's faces. 

13. ** If the slaves were set free, amalgamation 
would take place." 

Not without the consent of the parties interested. 
And the citizens of this free country should be the 
last in the world to infringe upon the will of these 
parties, for the right to choose a partner for life ie 
so exclusive and sacred, that it is never interfered 
with, except by the worst of tyrants. But where 
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does amalgamation exist 1 Among the abolitionists 
of the North, or the slaveholders at the South ? 
Where slavery has been abolished Id the British 
West Indies, amalgamation has been abolished with 
it. If the objector is not satisfied with this answer, 
we turn him over to his brother objector, who says, 
that the blacks ought always to be slaves, because 
nature has planted such an antipathy between them 
and the whites that they can never mtermingle. 

14. ** But suppose the entire North converted to 
your doctrines and society, that does not make the 
South give up the slave." 

One thing is certain ; the South never will eive 
the slave up until the North is converted to our doc- 
trines. While the North regards the colored man 
as it now does, it would be a Herculean, a desperate 
enterprise for the South to undertake the emanci* 
pation of the slave. The North must make its peace 
with the ** free colored man," before the Soutn can 
emancipate the slave. It would not save the coun- 
try, or free the slave, to enact the abolition of slavery 
by Congress, and by every State Greneral Court in 
the Union, without a moral change in the white 
population towards the black, and the consequent 
revelation of feeling in the black towards the white 
man. Nothing can effect this change but the action 
and prevalence of anti-slavery societies and prin« 
ciples. 

15. ** You declaim of the evils of slavery, and tell 
stories of sufferings— but how areTyou gomg to help 
iti Your object— your means — what signifies aU 
this talk while you do nothing ? You have not 
emancipated a smele slave." 

Our object is the abolition of slavery, to wit, qf 
ntasiery. Our means, and only means — all we need, 
and all we desire is, the converting our negro-hating 
and negro-scomine countrymen to our principles 
imd oar ranks. TbiB we aim to eflfect in our ordi*. 

12 
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nary way of the age ; by association, preaching, the 
press and prayer. These are the principles and 
measures, which professors of religion and doctors 
of divinity " deprecate." 

16. " We are all abolitionists at the North, and 
what would you have more of us 1" 

Just such abolitionists you are, we reply, as slave- 
holding desires, and requires you to be. Abolition- 
ists, who, opposing and overthrowing every doc- 
trine and system you really dislike, let slavery go 
unmolested ; who treat colored people among you 
as if they were made for slavery ; who discourage 
their moral and intellectual elevatiohall in your 
power ; who mob their friends among you for advo- 
cating their right to freedom ; who tear down schools 
erected for their instruction ; go South and hold 
slaves yourselves — are slaveholders to the extent 
of your occasion and convenience. 

17. ** The measures of the abolitionists tend only 
to perpetuate slavery.'* 

Do they, indeed ! Then pray how comes it to 
pass, that those at the South, who defend slavery as 
the ** corner stone of our republican edifice," and 
wish it perpetuated, are so much opposed to our 
measures ? How is it that the defenders of slavery 
are everywhere opposed to our measures, and de- 
clare that we ought to be put to death for them 
without benefit of clergy, if our measures tend to 
put off emancipation and to prolong the existence of 
slavery ! Ha, friend ? 

18. ** The slaveholders cannot emancipate, on ac- 
count of the laws forbidding it." 

In the same way individual robbers cannot cease 
to plunder on account of the rules and regulations 
of the land to which they belong. And did Daniel 
refuse to pray to the living God, when a law was 
made by the government under which he lived to 
prevent it ? Did the apostles refuse to preachi when 
forbidden by the magistrates ? 
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19. ''But emancipation under such laws would 
be an injury to the slave." 

Of that, the slave must be left to judge, because 
his is the right to judge. It is for him to say whe- 
ther or not he will take shelter from a gang of 
wolves in the den of some very generous individual 
wolf. 

20. *' The interferences of abolitionists injure the 
slave, and make his condition worse." 

Then it was bad before. But is it worse? It 
would be very convenient for slaveholders to say 
80. But when are tvrants most likely to be humane, 
generous, kind 1 — When no one questions their good- 
ness or their rights, or, when narrowly watched, 
and laid under the strongest motives to show them- 
selves as they have affirmed themselves to be ? 

21. *• Abolition endangers the Union !" 

The threat of separation is almost out of date. 
The North is not urged to recede from the Union ; 
the South would not gain anything hy it. A disso- 
lution of the Union would be the death blow to 
slavery. 

22. ''Your operations tend to excite insurrec- 
tions." 

This is a mistake. Insurrections are always ex- 
eited by oppression, never by the hope of relief. 

23. •• They disturb the harmony of the churches." 
Precisely that harmony which ought to be dis- 
turbed, viz : harmony of sin. And what is the spi- 
ritual condition of the church, or any branch of it 
which cannot bear the plain and faithful declaration 
of the whole counsel of God 1 We must not rebuke 
sin lest it disturb " the peace of the church !" 
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